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The Rainforest
The rainforest gets lots of
rain each year. It is alive with
sounds. The reason it gets a lot
of rain is because it is located
near the equator. It’s sometimes called a jungle. The rainforest is very dense with vines
and plants. Because of the tall
trees, there are very few growing plants. The rainforest is
moist, warm and it provides
good living conditions. The
rain forest has very poor soil. It
also has many kinds of vines.
Did you know trees give other
plants places to grow?
Epiphytes grow on the surfaces
of the rainforest. Also epiphytes are sometimes called air
plants. Plants bloom and form a
colorful garden above the forest floor. Most forests have a
few kinds of trees unlike the
rainforest it has 60 to 100 different kinds of trees. There is a
large variety of animals and
more than half are insects.
The size of a baseball field is
cut from the rainforest every
second. The Yanomami people
of the rainforest like to tell stories of the jaguar. The yanomami live in small groups in the
rainforest with about five to six
people in each group. You see
green everywhere! Many
snakes live in the rainforest but
the largest snake is a anaconda.
Frogs are very resilient animals. Many frogs live in trees.
Some frogs lay their eggs
under branches. And this may
sound weird but these frogs
have absolutely no tadpole
stage.
The largest rodent is a capabara. The monkeys from Africa
to South America swing from
tree to tree. All birds are colorful in the rainforest. The Mbuti
was the first tribe mentioned.
The jaguar is a large wild cat
that is very strong. It’s golden
fur has black spots.
Breeana Dace
Rainforest have alot of things
to teach us. A rainforest gets 20
in. or 80 in. of rain a year.
That’s a lot of rain. Think if we
got that much rain in a year.
The rain forests are near the
equator. They are by the equator because it is warm there and
gets alot of rain. They heat gets
up to 21C (70F) - 34C (95F)
that’s warm! That is the normal
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heat in the rainforest.
A rainforest is like a jungle
only with less plants so its not
as hard to walk through.
Rainforest have very tall trees
so it is shady. Not many plants
grow there because there is a
lot of shade. The trees get food
and moisture from the air.
There are alot of insects.
Would you like to have alot of
insects everyday in your
house?
People are affecting the rainforest. Every second the size of
a baseball field is getting cut
down. This is turning the land
into farm lands. The soil is so
poor the crops will die after a
year. Even though the soil
smells rich and moist it is very
poor. Don’t you wish people
would stop cutting down trees?
I sure do. If people keep cutting
down trees we will loose products like gum, rubber, coffee
and lots more.
There are even humans that
live in the rainforest. If we
keep cutting down the rainforest it would be hard for them to
find a home. People like me
feel we need a rainforest
because it gives us almost
everything we need.
Most animals would be gone
if we cut down the rainforest.
Your favorite animal would be
gone. The rainforest would
look like a broken village.
Animals, plants and trees are
what makes a rainforest.
This is my reason why we
should save the rainforest.
Jacob
In the rainforest the trees
grow to about 30 or 40 meters.
The air there is still and damp.
The soil smells rich and moist
but it is not it is very poor soil.
The trees also have a huge
canopy that blocks out most of
the sun. The canopy is like a
giant umbrella over the whole
rainforest. The rain forest has
green everywhere. You could
look up and see green. You
look down and there’s green.
You look all around and there’s
green. You look around and
there’s beautiful splashes of
color which could be animals,
and you hear lots of noises
from the animals. What the rain
forest produces for us is coffee,
chocolate, Vanilla, black pep-

per, gum, and ginger and
bananas. Did you know that the
rainforest gets more than five
times as much rain as San
Francisco? Their daily light
there is about 12 hours and
their daily temp is about 27C.
Yearly rain falls are about at
least 200 cm. The tropics lie
between 2,574 km. north and
south of the equator. No other
forest in the world is like the
tropical rainforest because no
other forest grows in such a
favorable place. The living
things in the rain forest need
water, sunshine and lots of rain
to live on. In the rain forest
you find lots of different
things. You find plants and animals like the spider monkey or
the moth, and the moth is a
type of butterfly. It is not a
bear.
Right now people are
demanding for farm land and
because of that it’s turning into
disappearing
rainforest.
Farmers need cattle and wood
and minerals and they need
those things for money. When
they get that it’s extinction of
species. Results of that is
greenhouse effect then possible
loss of food and medicine then
less variety then after that is
nothing left of the rain forest.
Did you know that there are
750 species of trees and there
are 1,500 species of flowering
plants and 100 species of reptiles living there? There’s also
150 species of butterflies and
the least number of amphibians
and that is not much of them 60
species of amphibians. Now let
me tell you how the rain forest
works. First it starts with the
sun and then it works it’s way
on down to the plants then the
animals then the decomposers
them and the soil and that is
how it works. Throughout the
years the leaves fall from the
rain forest trees then the
decomposers break down the
leaf and release nutrients. The
roots of the rain forest are near
the surface of the soil to take in
water. The plants use the nutrients and water to grow and
that’s how the rainforest works
and that’s the end of my report
about the rainforest.
Faith Walker

home of plants and animals,
but a home to some people.
These people use the rainforest
resources to make home, food
and clothes.
The rainforest has poor soil,
but how do the trees get so tall?
Well, leaves fall, they are broken down by decomposers,
then the plants and the trees
take in the releaSed nutrients.
They trees grown 30-40 meters
(100-300 ft) tall!
A rainforest has so many
species of trees you have to
walk for quite a while until you
see two trees of the same kind.
In one area of the rainforest
there are seven hundred fifty
different species of trees! In
one smaller part of that bigger
part, there are one hundred fifty
species of butterflies, one thousand five hundred species of
flowering plants, one hundred
species of reptiles, four hundred species of birds, and sixty
species of amphibians.
A rainforest only gets about
twelve hours of daylight. The
temp. varies between 21C
(70F)-34C (95F). Plus it gets at
least 200 cm of rainfall per
year! That is why it is called a
rainforest. Every second a
baseball field size of the rainforest is cut down. That’s a lot!
In some rainforests, over 3/4 of
the original size have been cut
down ay but some only are half
gone.
Most of the rainforests are
found in SOuth America,
Africa and Asia. The rainforests are mostly found here
because they are near the equator. The rainforests are found
two-thousand five hundred
seventy four kilometers north
and south of the equator.
Around the equator where the
rainforests are located is called
the tropic zone.
One poison arrow frog can
kill up to fifty people. Army
ants kill anything in their way.
One flower called the Giant
Rafflesia smells like rotten
meat! The Rosy Periwinkle is
used in medicines for cancer.
There are many plants, animals and bugs in the rainforest.
The plants depend on bugs and
animals for pollination, and
bugs and animals depend on
plants for food. That is part of
The rainforest isn’t just the an ecosystem. An ecosystem is

Hannah Gettes, 4th Grade - Whittier Elementary

the community of plants, animals and bugs living in one
environment.
The colors of the rainforest is
beautiful! You can see greens
(mostly), pinks, reds, blues and
many other colors. Many colors come from multiple colored
animals.
Lauren Fletcher
Did you know that the rainforest gets 200 centimeters of
rain a year (80 inches). The
rainforest’s temperatures are
between 21C (70F)-34C (95F)
for the whole entire year. The
tropics lie between, 2,574 kilometers North. In the tropical
rain forest the sun shines about
12 hours every single day of
the year. The mix of light, heat
and rain nurtures the earths
rainforest, and dim green, and
wet rainforest encircle the earth
near the equator.
The trees in the rainforest
grow to about 30 or 40 meters
high (100 to 130 ft.) The air in
the rainforest is still and damp.
In the rainforest the soil smells
rich and moist, but the soil is
poor.
In the rainforest the trees
have a huge canopy that blocks
out most of the sunlight. In the
rainforest you’ll see green
everywhere. When you go to
the rainforest you’ll see splashes of color that might be animals. In the rainforest there’s
1,500 species of flowering
plants, 100 species of reptiles,
400 species of birds, 60 spices
of amphibians and 150 species
of butterflies. In the rainforest
you hear many noises from the
animals
The rainforest is like a huge
city with millions of living
things that look for food and
they also look for space. Did
you know that the rainforest is
sometimes called a jungle?
The rainforest trees grow really
tall. Trees also give other plants
a place to grow. Did you also
know that strangler vines are
exceptions in the rainforest?
Epiphytes are called airplants
sometimes in the rainforest and
they get food from the air and
they don’t need any soil for
their roots and they perch on
tree branches that puts them
closer to the sunlight to make
their food. In the rainforest 60

to 100 different trees grow on a
single acre of the land. The rain
forest has bigger variety of living things. Ants, termites, flies,
bee, and butterflies of the rainforest are plentiful. Many different types of snakes live in
the rainforest encluding the
worlds biggest snake, the ananconda. Frogs are the common
rain forest residents. Did you
know that the flower in the
rainforest in Africa is called the
Rosy Periwinkle? The people
that live in the rainforest made
their paintings out of bark from
trees. People’s houses in the
rainforest look like bee hives.
Thousands of wooly spider
monkey were in the rainforest
before they were endangered.
Macaws fly from tree to tree in
the rain forest and the eat nuts,
seeds and they eat fruits. The
rainforest is Amazing! I hope I
can learn more!
Ebony Jackson
A rainforest gets up to 80 in.
of rain a year. The daily temperature is between 70F-95F.
A rainforest has very poor soil.
Tropical rainforests are moist
and warm. Air is still and
damp. Rain forests get five
times as much rain as San
Francisco. Some products from
the rainforest are coffee,
chocolate, black pepper, gum,
ginger, bananas and a lot more.
In a rainforest there are about
60 species of amphibians, 750
species of trees, 150 species of
butterflies, 400 species of
birds, 100 species of reptiles
and 1500 species of flowering
plants.
The worlds largest rodent
lives in the rainforest. it is
called the capybara. Frogs are a
very common rainforest animal. The worlds largest snake
is the anaconda. It lives in the
rainforests. In a rainforest
monkeys and apes are the noisiest. Birds are some of the most
beautiful part of a rainforest.
Cannel Billed Toucan lives in
the rainforests of South
American. The jaguar is an animal that is almost extinct. It
eats rodents and other animals.
The jaguar is nocturnal. It is
very strong and lives in the
canopy and forest floor. The
forest floor and canopy are two
of the 4 layers, the other two

Chelsea Williams, 5th Grade - Whittier Elementary
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The Rainforest Laura Rose, 4th Grade (cont.)
are understory and emergent. A
spider monkey lives in the
canopy also, but it can be
found in high trees and can be
found near the ground. They
eat berries and hang from their
tails. Hummingbirds are the
smallest and most beautiful.
They suck nector with their
long beak. The red eyed tree
frog lives in shrubs and trees in
the rainforest. It eats insects
that it kills when it leaps from
tree to tree. Anacondas are very
large snakes and are olive
green with two black stripes on
its head. It lives near a section
of water. Every second a baseball field size of the rainforest
is cut down. if we keep on cutting down rainforest a lot of the
animals would become extinct.
George
The rain forest is moist and
damp. It is filled with hundreds
of animals. rain forests live in
places where it gets 203 cm. of
rain a year. There found near
the equator in America, Africa,
and Asia. A rain forest is some
times called a jungle. In rain
forests trees get very large. On
tops of the trees is the canopy
which is moist and warm. A
canopy is 6 cm thick. 60-100
trees live in one orchard. In a
rain forest it takes a long time
to find two of the same and
because there are 750 different
kinds of trees. In the tops of the
trees, there are lots of birds like
Tucons, Parrots, Macrows,
Hummingbirds,
penguins,
harpy eagles, hawks and owls.
Trees grow up to 30 or 40
meters deep. The soil is poor
soil the soil gets its nutrients
from the plants and leaves. You
see green everywhere. You see
splashes of color that could be
animals. You hear lots of noises everywhere. Many floods
come from the rain forest like
coffee, chocolate, vanilla,
black pepper, gum, ginger, and
bananas. There is 12 hours of
day and night. The temp. is
about 27c. The tropical rainforests lie between 2574 from
north and 2574 south of the
equator. When a leaf is decomposed the roots absorb the
nutrients to grow. The leaf is
decomposed by insects. By the
equator it gets lots of rain, but
the rain washes the nutrients
out of the soil. A rain forest is

different from other forests
because the rainforest gets lots
of rain there and it is always
warm in a rainforest.
Near the water there are lots
of frogs almost everywhere.
Frogs live near the water to
protect there eggs from predators. There are many hundreds
of frogs in a rain forest. You
seen green everywhere by the
water. The first fruit discovered
is the banana. People from the
rain forest give us food as a
gift. Lots of our food is from
the rain forest.
There are 60 species of
amphibians in a rain forest.
There are 150 species of butterflies in a rain forest. There are
1500 species of flowers and
plants.
Leaves fall from rain forest
trees, decomposers break down
and release the nutrients, roots
take in nutrients and water,
plants use nutrients and water
to grow.
Breanna
Tropical rainforests are usually found near the equator.
Tropical rainforests are in
South
America,
Central
America, Africa and Asia.
They get 80 inches of rain a
year. It is 70F-90F of the yearly temperature. They are 2,574
km. north and south. If you
were in a tropical rainforest it
would be green everywhere. It
is hard to travel through
because of the vines and plants.
The trees grow up to 30 to 40
meters tall. The canopy shades
most of the forest floor. No
many plants can grow because
of the shade. The canopy traps
the light to make sugars. In the
canopy there is a plant called
Epiphytes. They are also called
air plants because they live off
of the moisture in the air. There
are 750 species of tees. The air
is still and damp. We get coffee, chocolate, vanilla, black
pepper, gum, ginger, bananas
and rubber. There are many
species of animals in the rainforest. There are 60 species of
amphibians, 1,500 species of
flowering plants, 100 species
of birds, and 150 species of
butterflies. More than half are
insects.
The roots of the trees grown
near the surface to absorb the
nutrients. How they get the

nutrients is when the leaves
fall. Next, they the decomposers break them down and
the plant absorbs the water and
nutrients. Then the plants use
them to grown. There are people who live in the rainforest
too. I know is the Mulib.
DJB

Elizabeth Wagner, 4th Grade - Bluff Elementary

Tropical rainforest only
grown by equators because
there’s more rain and heat. The
daily temp. in the rainforest is
about 27C. The tropical rainforest gets at least 200 cm. of
rain a year. That is why tropical
rain forests can grow there. In
the rainforest you see green
everywhere. You also see
splashed of color which could
be animals. You hear many
noises from the animals. You
smell rich and moist soil. Many
products that come from the
rain forest are chocolate, coffee, black pepper, vanilla, ginger, gum and bananaS. We
wouldn’t have those products if
people cut down the trees.
Would we? We need the rain
forests for many things. Rain
forest trees can grow up to 30
or 40 meters. The trees have a
huge canopy that blocks out
most of the sunlight. Lots of
sounds come from the canopy
of the rain forest. Lots of animals come from the rain forest.
Kat
A rainforest gets at least 80
inches a year. They get degrees
from 70 0 95 F. The rainforest
has many trees. The tall trees
act like support for other plants
to grow. Trees in the rainforest
give a place for plants to live.
A strangler fig is one of the
plants. A strangler fig is a
reception. As the strangler fig
grows it chokes the tree. There
are many animals in the rainforest. There are many species
of birds. Some birds are the
Toucan or the Swallowtail.
Most birds are brightly colored.
We get lots of products from
the rainforest. For example we
get coffee, chocolate, vanilla,
black pepper, gum, ginger,
banana, and medicine. The four
layers are forest floor, canopy,
emergent, and understory. The
jaguar is one that lives in the
canopy. The jaguar is very
strong its a night hunter it likes

Paige Dehner, 5th Grade - Prince of Peace Academy

Casi Vosctke, 5th Grade - Horace Mann Elementary
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The Rainforest Laura Rose, 4th Grade (cont.)
to eat rodents and other animals. The Ornate Wood Turtle
lives on the forest floor. It
buries itself in the moist soil. It
eats insects. The tree boa lives
in the understory. It at night it
east lizards, birds and small
mammals. The Harpy Eagle
lives in the emergent. It eats
rodents, snakes and lizards.
R. G.
The rainforest is a forest we
need. It gives us many things. I
will tell you some of the things.
The rainforest gets a baseball
field cut down every second.
Even some of the animals are
becoming extinct. In the rainforest vines are twisted and
make ladders for animals.
Another plan in the rainforest
is the strangler fig. It makes a
ladder too. There are plants the
size of bicycles. Plants are the
biggest things in the rainforest.
People even live in the rainforest. The people are tribes. They
eat the animals and fruit. The
men hunt, and the women
make the tents. The ecosystem
is a food chain. Let me tell you
how it works. Energy passes
along a food chain. It goes
from plant to plant, eater to
animal eater. If a rainforest
was in a shape of a pizza, one
slice would have 60 species of
amphibians, 100 species of
reptiles, 400 species of birds
and 1500 species of plants. In
the rainforest most the animals
are insects. People should cut
at least have as much as they
do. And that is why the rainforest should be left in the world.
Caleb
If a rainforest is cut down we
wouldn’t just lose products like
chocolate, vanilla, rubber, gum
and some of the bananas. We
would lost some of our medicine. And we would also get
oxygen from trees. We get all

Heroes

kinds of other products from
trees. Like desks and tables.
So as you can see its very
important to preserve the rainforests. Sometimes you think,
oh well, until you think about
all the things we lose. Another
reason why is you would be
destroying homes and life of
animals. So think of ways you
can help preserve rainforests.
There are some things that
you want to watch out for.
Like bush masters a very dangers snakes . A boa constrictor
isn’t real friendly to be around
either. The snakes aren’t the
only thing to watch out for. The
rainforest is filled with wonder,
facts, danger and much more
exciting stuff so remember try
to help our rainforests. The
canopy is a very important
place in the rain forest. The
reason why is because it provides most of the food and sugars. The canopy is also the
noisiest place in the rainforest.
There is also more layers like
the emergent layer. The emergent layer is the highest layer
of all where animals like the
harpey eagle. The harpye eagle
is a bird of prey and has a wing
span of seven feet long. The
jaguar is a good hunter with
great eyesight. The jaguar lives
on the forest floor.
Keith
In the rainforest the trees
grow up to be 30 - 40 meters
(100-130 ft). The rainforest is
very still and amp. The soil
smells rich and moist but, it is
very poor. The trees have
canopy that blocks the sunlight. Canopy means a big
umbrella that blocks the sun
from coming in. You see green
everywhere! You also see
splashes of color which may be
an animal. You will also hear
many voices from the animals.
Here are many products that

come from the rainforest.
Coffee, chocolate, vanilla,
black pepper, gum, ginger and
last but not least, bananas.
There’s alot that come from the
rainforest. There is also alot
more information that we get
from the rainforest.
The daily light is about 12
hours. The daily temp. is about
27C. Yearly rainfall is at least
200 cm. That’s too much here
in Iowa. The rainforest get 5X
more rain than San Francisco.
The mix of light, heat and rain
nurtures the earth’s rainforest.
The rainforest is full with all
the stuff we use. If it wasn’t for
the rainforest we wouldn’t
have desks, we wouldn’t have
chocolate, vanilla, and everything. We should always help
the rainforest. Because if it
wasn’t here I wouldn’t be writing this report. That’s my
report about the rainforest.
Chelsea James
This is my research report
and I am writing facts about the
rainforest so...here you go.
Rainforest temperatures are
between 21c (70F) and 34c
(95F) all year. And we use the
rainforest in a lot of ways like
food and materials and medicines. We get chocolate, vanilla, rubber and lots more. We
are still looking for a cure for
Aids. But if we cut down too
many rainforests, the rainforest
will be extinct. But if rainforest
animals breath too much carbon dioxide it could cause the
world global warming. We
could grow 60 to 100 kinds of
trees in a single acre of land. If
we don’t stop cutting down our
rainforest we could lose new
specie types that we have never
seen before. But we have to
look at what the rainforest
holds like it holds the capybara,
the largest rodent in the world,
if cut down the rainforest most

of our rare species would be
extinct. Some animals will
warn you to leave them alone
by their colors like the Arrow
Poison. But if you look at the
soil you could find the giant
earth worm. There are many
sloths in the rainforest. It
would take an average of one
hour to cross an average sized
living room. So that should tell
you you should never cut down
the rainforest.
Cedric
Rainforests grow where
more than 203 centimeters (80
in.) of rain falls a year. They
are located usually by the equator. The temperature is between
21c and 34c. More animals live
in the rainforest than anywhere
else. But sadly hunters have
hunted more animals than they
needed. Many animals have
been hunted for their fur.
Many people think a rainforest
is a jungle. But that is not true.
A jungle is way too hard to
walk in. But on the other hand
a rainforest is easy to walk in.
The tree tops form a huge
umbrella which is called a
canopy. The canopy is a home
to many animals. It provides
good living conditions for
many living things. It also provides most of the food. There
are many different flowers and
trees. One of the weirdest trees
you will ever hear of is the
sausage tree. It is named that
because it’s fruits are shaped
like sausages. One of the
weirdest flowers you will ever
h ear of is the Giant Rafflesia.
It smells like rotten meat. The
strangler vine is a vine that
grows on other trees. It chokes
off light, water and food of the
trees. It may sound deadly, but
it can give a home to many
creatures.
Bilal

Rainforest only grow near
the equator that get at least 203
cm. of rain. They are warm.
The temperature are between
21c and 34c the whole year.
The rainforest canopy is like a
huge umbrella that provides
food for animals. In rainforest
there are only 60 to 100 types
of trees in an acres of land.
Monkeys spend most of their
whole lives in the high treetops. The rainforest has some
of the rarest animals in it. It
also has some of the largest
snakes, spiders and more. Trees
grow to about 30 to 40 m. The
air in a rainforest is still and
damp. The soil is very poor but
smells rich and fertile. In the
rainforest you hear animals all
over. The rainforest days and
nights only last 12 hours. There
are only four layers of the rainforest. The forest floor, the
understory, the canopy and the
emergents. You see splashes of
color that could be animals.
Products from the rainforest
are coffee, chocolate, vanilla,
black pepper, gum, ginger and
bananas. In the rainforest you
see green everywhere. As you
trace the equator through the
tropics, you see that it passes
through the oceans.
Tjaden
The tropical rain forest
grows around areas that get
more than 80 inches of rainfall
each year. Trees get up to 30 or
40 meters (100 to 130 feet) tall.
The air is still and damp. The
rain forest has poor soil and it
smells rich and moist too. The
trees in the rain forest have a
huge canopy that blocks most
of the sunlight from the forest
floor. You must want to know if
we get products from the rainforest? Well here’s your chance
to find out. We do! We get coffee, chocolate, vanilla and
bananas and that’s why people

say don’t cut down the rainforest and that’s a fact. Did you
know that there is 150 species
of butterflies and there’s 1500
species of flowers and plants
and there is 100 species of reptiles. Do you know that people
can live in the rainforest? I do.
I would love to live in the tropical rainforest. In the rainforest
they get 12 hours in a day and
night so if we add that up 1
night and 1 day in the rain forest that would be one whole
day here.
And that’s my essay on the
rainforest.
Tiarra
The rainforest get lots of rain
up to 80 in. of rain! That’s alot.
It is found near South America,
Africa, South East Asia and
near the equator. The trees in
the rainforest have a big
canopy that blocks most of the
light. The air is still and damp.
Every thing you see there is
green! There are many different kinds of trees. The top part
is called a canopy that is like an
umbrella it blocks most of the
light and produces most of the
food for the whole rainforest.
There are many different
kinds of animals. Some live in
the canopy. Animals are everywhere. There are birds, snakes,
monkeys, frogs and many
more. Animals have enough
food and water. My favorite
animal is a jaguar. There isn’t
that many left because people
kill them for their fur. Jaguar’s
have beautiful skin. Another
animal I like is a sloth. A sloth
moves very slow. It takes a
sloth a very long time to go
past a living room! I like all
animals in the rain forest. Some
move very slow and some
move fast. A interesting one is
a flying squirrel. That is a
strange kind of animal to me.
Nicole Watts

Mrs. Thorton, 4th Grade

Pioneers are heroes because
they had to survive in really
bad weather like blizzards and
when its 95 degrees. They didn’t’ have air conditioning or
heat in the winter. Those time
were really hard. Pioneers had
to make their own food and
supplies by hand like butter,

candles, toys, bread, clothes,
soap they had to dry their own
meat. They made a lot more.
They didn’t complain about
school and hit or doing chores.
They invented stuff for the
future. Also they walked miles
and miles to find new land.
That’s why Pioneers are my

heroes.
Another one of my heroes is
Martin Luther King Jr. because
he stood up for black people,
gave famous speeches and had
threats on his life. Also he
never gave up. That’s why
Martin Luther King is my hero
too.

Alyssa Harding, 5th Grade - Whittier Elementary

My teacher is my hero too.
She tires her best and very
patient, trying to give us a good
education. Also gives us snacks
and candy she never gives up.
Laura Elizabeth Mataya

supplies. They were very
brave. They survived the punishments. They were vary hard
workers.
My heroes are my parents
because they take care of you.
They help you. They comfort
I think pioneers were heroes you. They support you. They
because they made their own help you. They tech you new

stuff. There always there for
you.
Dr. King was famous for
equal rights for all. Stood up
for all. Risked his life for all.
Never gave up.
Tom Widener
My hero is my mom and dad

Zachary Stancil, 5th Grade - Whittier Elementary
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Heroes Mrs. Thorton, 4th Grade (cont.)
because they support me. They
come to all my softball games.
They help me in school. They
come to all my volleyball
games.
My other hero is the pioneers
because they had to survive a
lot of pain. They always had to
do chores. They never had any
playtime at home. If they didn’t
do something right they would
get hit. They had to survive bad
weather.
My last hero is Dr. King had
risked his life on people. Dr.
King is famous for his speeches. He stood up for his rights.
He is very brave.
Lexy Hughes
One hero I learned about Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. He
wrote many famous speeches.
He stood up for African
Americans. he stood up for
equal rights. He kept on going
even though there were many
threats on his life.
Some other heroes I learned
about were pioneers. Pioneers
were heroes because they went
through bad weather to find a
new place to live. They hardly
complained. They were brave
because when they left they
new they might die.
My personal heroes are my
parents. They work extra hard.
They support me in the six
sports I play. They take care of
me when I’m sick and when I
was little I had a disease and
they took me to the doctor.
Andrew Temperly

too.
A hero I learned about was
Dr. King. He was a peaceful
man who believed that everyone should have equal rights.
He had many threats on his life.
But he never gave up. He said
lots of famous speeches and
risked his life for others.
Pioneers were also heroes
because they started our country. They explored our country.
They were brave and had to
make their own food and supplies. They were hard workers
and had a lot of chores. They
had to survive bad weather and
invented lots of things for the
future.
Sarah Marston

One of the heroes I learned
about is Dr. King. He is famous
for his speeches. He made
equal rights for all. Dr. King
always helped others and he
also had threats on his life. He
stood up for black people. That
is why he was a good hero.
Pioneers are also heroes. They
had to make their own clothes
and food. They made butter,
bread, and flour. They survived
bad weather. Many of them
died. The pioneers were also
brave, because they traveled a
long way. They worked very
hard out in the fields. That is
why they are heroes. My hero
is my Grandpa. He survived a
heart attack. He comes to most
of my soccer games. My grandpa takes me fishing, camping
and out to eat. Sometimes I go
to his house and he watches
Pioneers are heroes also. me. That is why he is my hero.
They made their own food and
Allison Cruthis
supplies. They invented things
for the future. They had to live
One of the heroes I learned
through bad weather. They had about is Dr. King. he stood up
to do chores at the farm house. for the black people. He never
They endured punishments. gave up. He made famous
They explored things. They speeches. He gave equal rights
were very brave. They had very for all. People made threats on
little time to play. They did not his life. He risked his life. He
complain much. My hero is my risked his life for others and
dad because he takes me hunt- help others.
ing and fishing. He bought me
The hero I think is the best is
a new gun and he takes me to my grandpa Parker. Cause he
the store.
was in the war and had a lot of
strokes. He could hardly
Bradley Allen Drews
remember my name and my
My hero would be my par- dads name. He had to stay in
ents. They take care of me and the hospital He died from a
help me with my homework. sickness. He always enjoyed
And they help me with whatev- the teachers for helping him up
er I’m doing. They cook for me and talking to him. All the

classes I’m in the teachers
know me and my grandpa.
Pioneers are heroes also.
They had to make there own
food and supplies. They invented things for the future. They
survived bad weather. They did
lots of chores on the farm.
They endured pain sometimes
at school. They were all brave.
Kali Parker

gave up her singing career.
My hero is my teaches in the
past years. They did a lot for
me. They gave me compliments and taught me a lot. I
loved my teachers. They gave
me help when I needed it. They
never gave up on you. I hope
they continue to teach and
never give up.
Devynn

I think Mrs. Thornton is a
hero because she taught me a
lot. And she always helps me
out when I have a problem.
I think Dr. King is definitely
a hero. The biggest reason is
that he gave African Americans
equal rights. And he still never
gave up. He went to jail 16
times for no reason. He was
also a very peaceful man. He
did not fight with his fist. He
got threats on his life. But he
kept going. That’s why I think
Dr. King is a hero.
That last thing I learned
about was the pioneers. They
pioneers are heroes because
they found the midwest. And
they had to hand make their
own food and imagine what it
would be like with no
microwave! They were also
very hard workers and had big
punishments.
Blake Pennock II

On of the heroes I learned
was Dr. King he was a hero
because he gave a lot of
famous speeches. Also, he
wanted equal rights for everyone. He also had threats on his
life for what he did but he was
still peaceful. Another thing he
did was he never gave up. He
stood up for African Americans
and he risked his life for others.
And the other two reasons he is
a hero is because he helped
others and he was a very brave
man.
The next hero is Adrian
Carlson she is my hero. She is
a hero to me because I know
she has gone through some
hard things but she is still
always there to make me
happy. Another reason is that
she always comes to visit us
even though she is in college.
We are usually the first ones
she visits when she comes
home too. Also she always trys
to come to that things that I ask
her to. And the last reason is
that she always offers to do
things for my family. That is
why Adrian Carlson is my
hero.
The last hero I learned about
were pioneers. They were
heroes because they had to
make their own food, clothing
and supplies. They also had to
survived in very bad weather
without a sturdy house to live
in. Another reason they are
heroes is because they had to
suffer a lot of pain and punishment. They were also very very
hard workers. They had very
little time for play too. And
they also had to go without
head in the winter and air in the
summer. The last reason is they
were very brave people.
Hannah Gettes

A hero I learned about was
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. He
was the best. He was a great
man. He never gave up. He
achieved more and more as he
went on with his life. Dr. King
risked his life for many people.
He had many threats on his life.
He thought everyone should
have equal rights. Dr. King was
a great man and we all thank
him for what they did.
Another hero I learned about
was Gloria Estafan. When she
was little she had to take a lot
of
adult
responsibilities
because her father had a serious injury. He soon died after
that. Gloria soon started a
singing career. She had lots of
benefits and gave money to
others who needed it. But soon
something bad happened. She
was in a car accident. She was
almost paralyzed but she got
lucky. Soon she overcame her
A hero that I learned about
injury and was on her feet was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
again. As you see Gloria never I think he is a hero because he

Allyson Kraft, 4th Grade - Harding Elementary

many other people. He was a
very brave mane. He made
very famous speeches.
Pioneers are also heroes.
Why you ask because they had
to hunt for most of their food.
They invented things for the
future for us right now. They
had to take risks in the weather.
They were brave people to do
the things they did. If t hey did
not explore this land they
would not have good farming.
They did not complain about
the punishments. They were
very hard workers on the land
and on homes. They had to deal
with Indians!
My hero is my mom because
she had to move all over the
place and she never missed any
of my tournaments. She always
gets me up for school. The
biggest thing is when she
wakes me up when ever I have
a asthma!
My hero will have to be my
Jacobe Olalde
teacher, Mrs. Thornton. Cause
if we didn’t have a teacher than
A hero I learned about is Dr.
we wouldn’t know anything so King. He is a hero because he
it will have to be the teachers. stood up for blacks and he
Pioneers are heroes too. wanted them to be treated like
Back in the pioneer days they any other white man. He stood
had to make their own food. up for civil rights and for
They could not just go to blacks to be able to go to the
WalMart and buy their food same places as whites. For
they had to make their supplies. example to be able to go to the
Pioneers invented things for same schools other white chilthe future. I think pioneers dren did. When people threatwere a hero cause they had ened to kill him he kept thrivsome bad bad weather and they ing closer to his goal of freeing
survived it but sometimes peo- all blacks once and for all.
ple died in the bad storms and That’s what makes Dr. King a
it was really sad. They had to hero.
go and get their own water.
Gloria Estafan was a hero
They had to fetch it from the because she gave some of her
well.
money away to help others.
What I have learned about She never gave up on anything
Dr. King was that he was even when people said she
famous cause it was his famous couldn’t go back to singing and
speeches and he wanted equal the doctor’s said that she
rights for all. Dr. King had couldn’t have another baby but
threats on his life. But he was a she did and proved the doctors
peaceful man and King never wrong. The doctors said that
gave up. Dr. King stood up for because she got in a terrible
black people. Dr. King risk his bus accident. She was also an
life and King was brave. That excellent student in school.
is what I learned about Dr.
My hero is my grandpa
King.
because he taught me how to
stand up for myself. He was in
Brenda Walker
the World War 2 and because of
A hero l learned about is Dr. that its taught me how to be
King. Dr. King stood up for brave and to never give up on
equal rights. Dr. King had something that you’re already
threats made on his life! Did started. When I was a baby my
you see him give up? No! He grandma used to pick me up in
risked his life for us. He helped the air and dance and play with
stood
up
for
African
Americans. He had many
threats on his life but he never
gave up. He has given many
famous speeches that we will
remember for all eternity. He’s
changed many American’s
lives forever. Heroes I also
learned about were pioneers.
They had lots of hard work to
do and many bad punishments
they had to accept. They had to
cook their own food they had
no running water and they had
to hunt their own food. Life
was hard then. That’s why I
think their very hard working
heroes.
My hero is my friend
Nathan. He is nice to me outside. When I’m down he’s nice
to me. He does what I want. He
makes my day great. That’s
why he’s my hero.
Tyler Cahoy

Allison Kummer, 5th Grade - Harding Elementary
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Heroes Mrs. Thorton, 4th Grade (cont.)
me and everything. Now he
has arthritis and 3 broken vertebrays in his back. So he can’t
do those things with my little
brother like he did with me.
But instead of give up on his
life he keeps on going on and
on with his life instead of going
to a retirement home or something like that. So he’s taught
me how to keep going at things
even when the going gets tough
enough to make you want to
quit or try something easier so
you can zip right through it.
My grandpa never gave up on
anything so neither am I.
Nathan James Dunmore
Back in these times pioneers
were heroes. Pioneers ahd to
build their own log houses.
They invented things for the
future and they had to work
hard to survive the weather &
illness. They had little time to
play the games they played.

They had lots of chores (boys
especially). They were hard
workers and good explorers
and they were really brave and
they n ever complained.
My person heroes are my
grandparents. They are my
heroes because my parents
could not take care of me so I
would not have to go to a foster
home.
Another hero is Dr. King. Dr.
King is famous for a speech he
wrote and Dr. King had many
threats about his life. He was
very brave and never gave up
stood up for his people and
risked his life.
Brandon Parker
One of my personal heroes
are my family because she
always got my back. They help
me with stuff. They solve problems and some parents give us
some money.
They second hero is Dr. King
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Tyler Morehead, 5th Grade - Horace Mann Elementary

he was famous for his speeches and really had equal rights
for everybody. There were
threats on his life but he was
peaceful with people. Dr. King
never gave up on anything. He
stood up for all black people .
he gave up his life for others.
He helped others and Dr. King
was a very good brave person.
The last hero I learned about
are pioneers. Pioneers had to
make stuff in their lives, like
their own food and supplies.
They also invented things for
out future and lives. They had
to live with bad weather and
they had to do a lot of chores
everyday. They had to take the
punishment they got. They
could not complain or they
will get it. They had a very little time to play outside
because their had to finish
their choirs they did.
Daneshay Knox

If I Could Spend
The Day...

Mrs. Russell, 5th Grade

If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be Dervell
Patrick Burke because he died
when he was 13. He was my
favorite cousin.
If I could spend the day with
Dervell (my cousin) it be so
cool. I would start bright and
early. We would go to Burger
King. I would order a sausage
biscuit and he would order the
same thing. Then I would call
Plaza Bowl and reserve a lane.
Then we would go to the
park and play in the sand. At
one would go grab a bite to ear.
Then we would go home a
watch tv. Then we will go
bowling. Him and I will bowl a
good game, but I would say
good-bye. That would be the
hardest part of the day.
The End.
Thanks for reading.
Tevin Bostic
If I could spend the day with
anyone...it would be my grandma. She lived in Arizona so I
didn’t get to see her much. But
when I was in second grade she
died. If she was still alive we
would talk about school, work,
and friends, and hope the day
never ends. We would go shop-

ping and buy new clothes. And
go and have lunch somewhere
with chicken. And then we’d
bake cookies that were chocolate chip. I’d sit on her lap and
she’d red to me. And then
she’d give me a big hug and
one last good bye. And then
she’d be gone again although
not from my heart.
Chelsea Mielkey
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my mom. I
would spend the day with my
mom because she has all of the
character counts. First we
would go to the mall then we
would go to Steak and Shake
for lunch because we both like
their food. The last thing we
would do is go see a movie.
Then when we get home I go to
bed and tell her “I love you”.
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my great,
great, great, great grandfather. I
chose him because he died at
least 145 years before I was
even born and I like to know
what it was like in the country
he came from. I’d like him to
shoe me his favorite subject in
school. I’d tell him I like math

the most. I’d tell him about my
favorite color, food, and
sports. Then I’d introduce him
to my mom, dad, sister, brothers and my cat Shadow.
Afterwards we would sit down
and enjoy my dad’s awesome
cooking. When it came to say
good-bye I’d give him a
humongous hug and watch
him leave.
Jonathan Perkins
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would have to be my
cousin Michelle, because she
is the nicest and funniest person I know. We would sit and
look at pictures and go shopping and tell about what’s
going on in school. We would
watch scary movies and sing
to radio. We would order taco
pizza and go ice skating and
cosmic bowling. We would
put make up on. The reason I
picked this person is because
she is in high school and I only
get to see her on holidays. And
when I get to see her we have
fun playing board games half
the night. Of course we’re
going to play cards because
it’s our favorite game.
Tiffany Duetscher

Jesse Watkins, 4th Grade - Bluff Elementary

Ty Hatheway, 5th Grade - Jefferson Elementary
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If I Could Spend The Day...
Mrs. Russell, 5th Grade (cont.)
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my uncle
Dave. I haven’t see him since I
was six and he died when I was
ten.
If I could spend the day with
him we would go to the park
and swing, slide and climb on
stuff. After that we would go to
McDonald’s and I would get
the double cheeseburger
combo and a large fry and a
medium drink, diet Coke. I
don’t know what he would get
because I n ever went to
McDonald’s with him before.
After that we would go home
and play video games. I would
win of course, because I won
everytime we played video
games.
He was a really fun guy. It’s
like all he had to do was say
hello and you were his friend.
He loved to party. He never
smoked, that was my favorite
part about him. He ws an idol
to me. I never would trade that
day for anything. It would be
too hard to say good-bye to
him because I barely knew him
and I would want to know
more.
Dean Determan

we have be doing. We would
make chicken enchiladas
because they are really good.
Then we would go on a walk
maybe, we would have a lot of
fun. We would eat sloppy joes
for supper.
My grandma was very artsy
crafty and she died of a heart
attack. I don’t know much
about my grandma, but I knew
she was very nice.
I think the hardest thing to do
would be to say good bye.
Gordon Johnson

7
Jordan Elizabeth Goddard, 4th Grade - Bluff Elementary

can to remember her even
though she died one year ago. i
wish that no one else has a
grandma die from cancer especially one they really love to
the bottom of their heart like I
did my grandma.
Alyssa Harding
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my Uncle
Bob. I tell my parents I’ve n
ever seen him before and they
say I have when I was little, but
when I look at pictures all I see
is a guy and I don’t know who
it is. I want to look at him in a
picture and say he is my Uncle
and he used to do this and that
but I can’t so I would like to
hear a lot more about him.
Then I would tell him what
I’ve done so really all I would
like to do a day with him spend
it to get to know him and have
my aunt come see him again. I
think it’s bad that I haven’t
seen him but my aunt has
grown to love him first she lost
her husband, then her son, then
her dad, so we would go out to
eat and talk the whole time and
I would finally get to know my
uncle.
Breanna Whalen

If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my brother
Kevin because he lives in
Oregon and I don’t see him
hardly and I only talk to him on
the phone about every 3
months. and he would drive us
to the St. Louis Cardinal game.
On the way there, we would
talk about what’s happening in
our lives. Then we would drive
home and go to Pizza Hut and
we would disagree on what
kind of pizza we would get. So
he would say half pepperoni,
half vegetarian (I like pepperoni), and we would eat and talk
about how Oregon is.
Then he would have to lave
again and I would wish he
If I could spend the day with could stay.
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my grandanyone it would be my grandpa
Kyle
pa. He died of colon cancer
because when I was four he
when I was 8. He was in the
If I could spend the day with died from a heart attack. And I
Korean War. I remember going anyone it would be my grand- was told that he used to play
to the Marshalltown Hospital ma. She meant the world to me. with me all the time and loved
to visit him. If he was still We knew she was going to die. me a lot.
alive, I would talk to him about She died from cancer. If I could
During the day he would
friends, school and what the spend the day with her, we probably take
me to his
war was like. I don’t know would first get dressed and go favorite restaurant and after
what he liked to eat, so I’d let to eat at R.J. Boars, then we that I would want to visit the
him pick a restaurant to eat at. would order our favorite food Shedd Aquarium with him. He
I knew he liked to fish so we which is pigs in a blanket and if loved ocean life a lot.
would go fishing too. He told a we say my Aunt Lucy we
My Grandpa loved to volunlot of jokes that I could listen would say hi and talk a little teer for things that would help
to. then I could tell him jokes about what’s going on. After just about everyone! We would
that he could listen to. I never that we would go to the movies pick up liter or maybe organize
saw him at my grandma’s and watch a movie, then we a food drive!
house. He was always in the would go to a bookstore and
Then I would want to go
hospital when I saw him. He get books and read together. shopping on Devon Ave. with
couldn’t talk too much either. Soon we would talk about what him. He would buy me all the
But I know I love him even is going on in Idaho and how clothes I want and maybe some
though he passed away.
everything is doing because jewelry. That is if I get good
she lived in Idaho and I never grades!
Chris Davis
My dad told me that my
got to se her and how her cat
If I could spend the day with and dog are doing. I don’t think grandpa always said education
anyone it would be my grand- anything would be hard to do is always first, especially to a
ma because I ws young when with her except say good-bye girl. he also wanted me to
because I would never get to become someone important
she died.
We would talk about what see her again. I try every way I someday.

Ben Cruse, 4th Grade - Jefferson Elementary

Amanda Traver, 4th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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If I Could Spend The Day...
Mrs. Russell, 5th Grade (cont.)
Then the last thing we would
do together would be walking
around our neighborhood at
evening in Chicago just chatting.
The hardest part would be
when I would have to say
good-bye after all those precious moments we savored
together. I know he would give
me a big hug and kiss me on
the forehead.
Then he would turn his back
on me, leaving me forever,
again.
Hiba Ansari
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my cousin
Tyler. The reason is why I
picked him is because I don’t
get to see him very much. Tyler
is 10 years old and he lives in
Mount Carroll, Illinois. The
reason why I don’t get to see
him is because he goes to his
mom’s house. If I could spend
the day with him we would
play sports like baseball, basketball and football and we
would even go swimming.
The End
R.J. Brashaw
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my grandfather. He is very special to me.
He died when I ws young. I
miss him very much. But I
can’t keep crying, that won’t
make him come back. But he
stays in my heart forever. If I
could spend a day with him, I
would want him to push me on
my swing set like he used to. I
would want to go out for breakfast with him. I would take him
to the IMAX. I would want to
make his favorite cookies with
him. I would make a lunch and
take him to the park and have a
picnic. I would take him to my
family’s house and have him
say hello to all of his and my
family. I would want to go to
the Clinton Pool and have him
go down the new slides there. I
would take him to his favorite
restaurant and have supper
with him. I would go outside
and grandpa and I would lay on
the grass and watch the starts in
the dark blue sky. But at the
end of the day, I would cry in
his arms because at the end of
the day he would have to leave

again, and that’s the hardest
part to see him leave again. I
would say I love you grandpa.
See you in heaven, good bye.
would
blow
a
kiss.
The End
Laura Callan
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my mom. I
would want to spend the day
with her because I don’t see her
that much anymore.
We would drive around talk
about school, my friends. I’ll
ask her about work. i would tell
her how much I love her and
she would tell me how much
she loves me too.
We would go to the park,
she’ll push me on the swings,
go to Wendy’s because it’s my
favorite place to eat out at,
we’ll order lots of food, maybe
go swimming, and at the end of
the day I’ll say good-bye.
Julia Kurokawa
If I could spend the day with
anyone I would spend it with
my
departed
Grandma
Winnefred Clarke. I would
spend the day with her because
she died 49 years ago and I’ve
never met her, never known
what she was like, never
known what she did for fun,
never known anything about
her. If I had a day to spend with
her I would show her how
much Clinton has changed. I
would show her our house, all
the things that have changed in
49 years. All I’ve really ever
known about my grandma is
her name, that she liked to ride
horses and that she died of kidney disease 49 years ago. We
would do everything up until
the end of the day. But at the
end of the day would be the
hardest thing and that would be
to say good-bye.
Zach Geiger
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my Uncle
because I’ve never seen him he
lives all alone and I would
want to spend one day with
him. I’d show him around town
I’d tell him what sports I play.
I’d tell him about school, I’ll
tell him about my family, my
families new house. Go out to
eat sk him how he’s doing. He

never comes to family get
togethers. I think he’s lonely. I
would not want to say bye and
never see him again.
Jared Vos

Courtney Naftzer, 5th Grade - Prince of Peace Academy

If I could spend the day with
anyone I would spend the day
with Eric Lindros because I
admire Eric Lindros. I would
show him around my house
and show him my hockey
medals. Then I would take him
down to Davenport with some
of my friends and play hockey
for a long time. By then we
would be really hungry and we
would go to Godfather’s and
eat pizza and after that it would
be time for him to go home.
Eric Lindros is a Pro Hockey
player that plays for the
Philadelphia Flyers and his
position is left wing. I admire
him because he scored his
600th goal last year.
Ethan
If I could spend the day with
anyone I would spend the day
with my Uncle Doug. My
uncle died about one year ago.
Doug enjoyed many of the
same things that I do. Doug
was a very nice person. he
would talk to me whenever I
had problems. Sometimes
Doug would even go to my
baseball game. When he was
there he would cheer for my
team and I.
I miss my Uncle Doug a lot.
He was a great friend to talk to
when no other adults were
there to listen.
Ronny Carber
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my
Grampa. We would go fishing
at the Mississippi. Then we
would clean the fish and eat the
fish at his house. Then we
would sit down and watch football. I really love my Grampa.
he is a really loving person. I
really admire my Grampa. Well
anyways then we would just
ride around downtown talking
to each other about football.
Foot ball is my Grampa’s
favorite thing to watch on tv.
Whenever I’m sad he cheers
me up. I really love my
Grampa.
Adam Young

Hilba Ansari, 5th Grade - Whittier Elementary

Brooke McDougal, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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If I Could Spend The Day...
Mrs. Russell, 5th Grade (cont.)
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be with my
Grandpa. He died about two
years ago of a heart attack.
Anyway, we would have
breakfast at IHOP. For lunch
we’d have a junkfood feast.
Then we would walk at the
park and after we were done
we’d relax. When we were
done relaxing we’d have a
water fight. Then after we’d
dry off, watch tv and even go
horseback riding. Then we’d
eat dinner and he would leave.
I would still have had the best
day ever with my Grandpa.
By Briana Nava
If I could spend the day with
anyone it would be my cousins
because I haven’t seen them in
a long time. I get to see them
about every 2 years. Their
names are Heather, Mellenie
and Dannell. We would play
games, jump on the trampolene, play with their dog, play
pool, maybe swim in their
pool, go bike riding and go to
some parks. That is who I
would spend the day with. We
would also go fishing too.
Courtney Clark
My teacher said it would be
hard for her to spend the day
with someone she didn’t know.
Family is different. For me, it’s
different too.
If I could spend the day with
anyone I would spend it with
my grandma. She would spoil
me rotten, we at least that’s

what my mom said. My grandma was very kind and gentle.
She loved the moon. I think
that’s why my mom loves it.
The first thing that would
happen on “our” day would be
grandma pulling up in my
driveway of my new house. I’d
fill her in and then we’d go to
IHOP for breakfast. After
breakfast she’d take me shopping and everything she bought
would be for me.
When I’d get hungry for
lunch she’d drive me through
Wendy’s for a burger, Burger
King for onion rings, Pizza Hut
for bread sticks and back to
Wendy’s for a frosty.
We’d go home, get my dog,
and then walk the dike and I’d
fill her in more. Then we’d go
back to my house and I’d make
us supper, Pizza Rolls!
I’d sit by her on the couch
and talk to her and when it was
time for her to go i would
throw my arms around her and
tell her I loved her.
I wrote this story very easily
because I have always wanted
this. I never knew my grandma,
she died of breast cancer when
my mom was 12. When my
grandma had cancer, she never
complained.
I think my grandma was the
bravest person on earth knowing they were going to die and
not complain about it.
I would love saying hello to
my grandma but I would hate
saying good-bye.
Bailee Stauffer

Colin Sullivan, 5th Grade - Horace Mann Elementary
If I could spend a day with
anyone it would be my grandfather whom I might add I have
never seen. We would start off
with a hearty breakfast, an egg
here, a pancake there, and
many strips of bacon. After the
breakfast I’d show my grandpa
my room and our pets.
Hopefully he would start a
story about one of my aunts or
uncles. I would listen until he
finished. We’d go downstairs
to the living room and do what
he would like to do. It could be
watching TV or story telling,
but my favorite thing to do is
anything. Just having my
grandfather with me is all I
needed, even if it was only 1
day that would suit me just
fine, but I’d wish it was more.
We would do whatever until
lunch then I’d make grilled
cheese sandwiches for the both
of us. Then from now till 3
p.m. we would both tell stories
about my life and his. I would
smile so hard it would hurt.
Then we could play with the
dogs until the sun came low to
the sky. Then it would be time
for him to go. My eyes would
be full of tears, I would try to
stop him, but he would tell me
that he will always be with me
in the heart. I would let go and
say good-bye. For the first
time, but then again someday I
would say hello once more.
Allyssa Driscoll

Zoey Dann, 4th Grade - Jefferson Elementary

Cody Stowers, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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Heroes
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Mrs. Fate, 4th Grade

Anyone can be a hero like
my brother saved my life. And
doctors give you medicine
when your sick. Pets can also
be heroes. Because they can
dig people up when they’re
trapped in an avalanche.
Someone I consider to be a
hero is Lou Gehrig. He considered himself lucky even when
he had AIS. He gave an honest
speech. He was modest about
his records. He had good
sportsmanship.
WHen I started to choke my
mom screamed for my dad. He
put his finger in my necklace
and yelled for Nick. Nick got
the cutters and my dad cut my
necklace before I died. True
Story.
Nick
There are many things that
make someone a hero. A hero
can save someone’s life by saving someone who is drowning.
A hero can save a cat by getting
a cat out of a tree. They never
give up on anything. A hero is
faithful, they keep believing
everything will be all right.
Gloria Estefan was an outstanding hero because she was
a refugee. Gloria took care of
her father when he came back
from the war. She put together
a band. She finished college
before she went to the band.
Gloria played at a party. Gloria
donated $300,000. She got jack
knifed. If the surgery went
wrong, she’d be paralyzed. She
go to do the walk of fame.
Heroes that I know are my
parents. They have a job. My
parents put a roof over my
head. They’re not abusive, they
show love. My parents they
buy food to feed me and the
rest of my family. I love them,
they do a lot!
Lindsay

friends with Sosa even though
they were home run rivals.
Mark skipped his last three
games for his child’s birth.
Mark McGwire is a hard worker.
A hero I know is Ryan. These
are a few reasons. When I got
hurt he got the teacher. He is
fair because he doesn’t cheat.
He takes turns and he uses
other peoples ideas.
Logan
A hero has many good qualities. In my opinion A hero
should be determined and
aggressive. i believe a hero
should have will power. Deion
Mays is my hero because he
has all these good qualities.
Lou Gehrig was an outstanding hero. I think he is a hero
because he never missed a day
of school. Lou quit college for
baseball. He played 2,130 consecutive games. He benched
himself for the good of the
team.
A hero I know is my dad. I
think he is a hero because he
saved me from drowning. I
believe he is a hero because he
saved me from a falling mirror
and taut me how to ride a bike.
He tawt me how to play baseball.
Patrick W.
A hero has to have many
qualities like they would have
to have tatics. And they should
never give up. And they should
always try and do the right
things. They should never give
up no matter what the risk.
A hero I read about is Martin
Luther King Jr. He helped
make equal rights. He had
never wanted to use force. He
soon died by a man who didn’t
like him.
A hero that I know is my dad.
He stayed alive five days with
a busted tumer. He also stayed
alive four years longer than the
docotor had said. He never left
us for aything in the world!
And he loved us more than
anything...And he still does.
Jared

There are many things that
make someone a hero.
Something that I think that
would make someone a hero is
to be determined to reach your
goals. You could make a good
speech and you could be a
hero. A hero also obeys the law.
Mark McGwire is a hero for
Anybody can be a hero. A
many reasons. Some of these firefighter can because they put
reason are that he has great out fires every where. Art
sportsmanship. He stayed Demay is a hero to because he

helped when the trade center’s
were hit. A policeman is a hero
because he arrest criminals and
locks them up.
Gloria Estefan is a hero. She
is a hero because she was a
refugee and she took care of
her father when he was sick.
She didn’t quit college and she
was in a bus accident. She was
brave when she had surgery
because if the doctors made
one wrong move she would be
paralyzed. She donated three
million dollars when hurricane
Andrew hit Miami and she
even made a song about hurricane
Andrew.
A hero I know is my mom. She
takes care of me and feeds me.
She taught me how to swim so
I wouldn’t have to stay in the
shallow end. My mom helps
me with schoolwork and cooking. My mom even taught me
how to do laundry.
There are many things that
make someone a hero. A hero is
someone that never gives up.
They should be honest and
unselfish. I think heroes are
trustworthy and respectful.
Gloria Estefan is a hero for
many reasons. She took care of
her father when he came back
from the war. She was in a bus
accident. She had surgery if
went wrong she would be paralyzed. Gloria donated three
million dollars to the people
who lost there homes in hurricane Andrew.
A hero that I know is my dad.
He is my soccer coach and
helps everyone on his team
play soccer. After work he used
to go out on the grass and teach
me how to ride a two wheel
bike. Me and my dad always go
and play tennis and basketball.
My dad works hard so he can
buy me clothes, food and shelter.
Jocelyn
A hero has many important
qualities. A hero is someone
who cares for other people.
They can be trusted with your
secrets. I think they should not
be selfish and I think they
should be intelligent and determined.
Someone who I consider to
be a hero is Martin Luther King

Olivia Kraft, 5th Grade - Harding Elementary

Jr. I think he is a hero because
he fought for civil rights. I also
think he is a hero because he
made an outstanding speech.
he also never used violence. He
helped black people gain civil
rights.
A hero that I know is my parents. They buy me food, water
and shelter. They help me with
my homework. They are
always there for me. They give
me love and care and taught me
to ride my bike.
There are many things that
make someone a hero. I think a
hero is someone you can count
on to not tell your secrets to
people. A hero helps you when
you fall off your bike. Also a
hero could play with you when
you’re alone.
Someone I consider to be a
hero is Lou Gehrig. Lou was a
very modest man. He hit 348 in
the World Series. Never missed
a day of school and played
2,130 consecutive games. Lou
quit college to play baseball.
He considered himself the
luckiest man when he had ALS.
A hero I know is my parents.
They taught me how to ride a
bike. My parents care for me
and love me. Mom and Dad
help me with my homework.
They teach me how to do
thinks I don’t learn in school.
The End
Mark
Anyone can be a hero. A hero
can be a teacher because they
help kids or grownups in the
school they don’t even know.
Another hero is an everyday
household pet like a cat or a
dog. A couple other heroes
could be your mom, dad, sister
or brother.
Someone else I consider to
be a hero is Martin Luther King
Jr. I consider him a hero
because he fought for civil
rights. Another way he is a hero
is because he didn’t believe in
violence. Two more ways ar
that he fought with words and
not with his fists. The other one
is that he was peaceful.
A hero I know is my mom. I
consider her a hero because she
is very honest. She loves me
know matter what I say or do.
Another reason is because she

is noble, modest and caring and
she takes care of us when we
are sick. The last reason is
because she works around the
house and brings us to school.
Amanda
A hero has good qualities. I
think a hero is brave and determined in difficult situations. I
think most heroes are quick
thinkers because they get themselves out of tight spots. A hero
is flexible if they don’t get to
do what they want to. I think a
hero usually never gives up.
Someone I consider a hero to
be is Mark McGwire. I think he
is a hero because he was a hard
worker. He broke Roger
Mariss’ homerun record. He
also gave up three games to see
his son’s birth.
A hero I know is my dad. He
saved my cat when he could
have run away. He helped give
me life. He takes care of me by
buying me clothes and food.
He takes me to the doctor when
I’m sick. He teaches me right
from wrong. But best of all he
loves me.
Patrick Hess
A hero is a special person.
They are very cool and flexible. They are harmless and
strong and on the lookout. A
hero is very important. A hero
has good friendship. They are
lovable. And they have a good
heart. And they play an important part. Martin Luther King
was an outstanding hero. He
tried to make the world a better
place. He had lots of good citizenship and he fought for civil
rights. And he fought for freedom. A hero that I know is my
great grandpa. I never met him
but my grandpa told me that he
was nice and helpful. He was in
World War II and saved our
country. He helped build Eagle
Point Park. My grandpa Chris
said and he helped save people
from dying in the war. His
name was Herbert.
Tori
A hero is a special person
who keeps secret and won’ tell.
A hero can be courageous. A
hero is helpful at times. Lou
Gehrig was an outstanding
hero. He had great sportsman-

ship. He benched himself just
for the good of the team. He
considered himself the luckiest
man on earth even though he
was going to die. He did a
courageous speech. A hero that
I knew was my great grandpa.
because he taught me stuff
from the past. He gave me a
harmonica that is very special
to me. He wasn’t selfish and
mean. He was grateful.
Dominic
A hero is a person who helps
people. A hero is a fireman who
helps people. A hero is a fireman because they can save
lives. Another hero could be a
neighbor because they can help
you fix things. And a hero is a
person who never gives up.
Someone I consider to be a
hero is Lou Gehrig. Lou
benched himself for the good
of the team. Fans supported
him for the past two weeks. he
won the triple crown. He was
the only player to hit 7 homers
in a single game. He wont the
MVP awards. They won the
pennant award. He won the
worldwide
championship
award.
A hero that I know is my
grandparents becauSe they buy
me things. My grandma teaches me to cook. My grandpa
teaches me to build. They are
generous. They help me be a
good person. They keep their
promise.
Tyler Reuter
A hero is a special person.
Most heroes have committed to
saving lives. Some heroes
donate a lot of money. And
some even survive deadly diseases.
Duke Ellington is a hero for
many reasons. He loved and
was good at playing the piano.
He composed and played popular jazz. He also played ragtime
and made BIG success.
A hero I know is my brother
Matt. Before I was born, in our
church he saved a person from
falling down all the flights of
stairs. He is a funny person. He
married a cool wife named
Sabrina. He lets me play hide
and seek in the house.
Ben Owen

Lauren Fletcher, 4th Grade - Whittier Elementary
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Mrs. Mulholland, 4th Grade

Below are students from Mr.s Mullholand’s 4th Grade students from Bluff Elementary School discovering the
wonders and mysteries of volcanoes by creating and experimenting with model volcanoes they have created.
This is at least the second year they have done this type of project.

Allyson Kraft, 4th Grade - Harding Elementary

Anthony Motroni, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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Poems

Mrs. Hein, 5th Grade

What is a rainbow
you may ask.
A rainbow is a show of light.
The colors they shine so bright.
Red, yellow and green.
Just some of the colors
to be seen.
Blue, indigo and violet
are the rest.
That is why I think
rainbows are the best.
Tara Saladin
DAYS
Sunny days are cool.
Stormy days are brutal.
Snow days are fun and brutal.
Snow, snow it sparkles
at night.
All is silent, no car’s moving
at night.
Storms, when one
hits it’s not a pretty sight.
All is silent after that terrible
fright.
Bright days are cool!
Vacation is on.
Swimming is on no more
frozen ponds.
All the fun with the days.
Days go by people die war is
going on days are good
and not so good.
Jason Dithmart

the time from rainy, hot,
When he falls over to get
and cold. It’s rainy but
a belly rub.
who cares at least
My cat hangs on his neck,
it’s not snowy.
When he is walking.
Sometimes they get into fights, Jacob Mills
the he bites his ear and goes
running off to my dad.
WHEN I GET MAD
AT YOU
Kyle
When I get mad at you I say
LOVE IN THE NIGHT
I hate you but in my heart,
When I’m sleeping in the night I still love you.
I hear you screaming with all When I cry, I’m thinking of
you but still, I’m mad at you.
your might
One tear falls and then another
I will never forget you
that when I’m thinking of you
And I will say back to you
and those good times together.
I will always love you.
Katie Tomona
Brenna Taylor
DOLPHINS POEM
Dolphins, dolphins
Turn around
Dolphins, dolphins
Touch the ground
Dolphins, dolphins
Jump in the air
Dolphins, dolphins
Have no hair.
Kimberlee Legel

SORRY
Sorry I haven’t been there
Sorry I wasn’t the one,
Sorry I was always on the run,
I’m sorry that I always cried in
the night wishing that you
didn’t hate me,
MY FAT CAT
My fat cat is bigger than a bat, It is tearing me apart,
I’m sorry I didn’t ask you
My fat cat wears a baseball
sooner for the key
cap.
My fat cat has a baseball bat, to your heart.
my fat cat
Amber Ketelsen
sat on the mat with the bat.
My fat cat swug at the bats,
MY BROTHER
My fat cat played with the bats. My brother is annoying.
Bu the can be enjoying.
Jonathan Velchansky
When he talks,
He stalks.
IN THE SPRING
When he’s loud
I can hear the wind whistle
in the fog, like a Bluejay after I’m not proud.
My brother will always
it rained
Be my brother no matter what
a mile way, in the spring.
I feel water splash on my toes People say.
I’ll always love my brother
from a puddle, in the spring.
In a very special way!
I can hear a call from my
mom two
Jaimee Sparlin
blocks up the street its time
to go home, in the spring.
OUTSIDE IN SPRING
Destinee Miracle
The grass is shining the weeds
are coming, the sun is as
MY DOG
bright as a hot pink marker,
the flowers coming up as
My dog likes to get his
fast as a race car would
belly rubbed,
go down a big race track.
He likes to go for walks.
I hope summer comes faster
I try to walk him everyday,
than spring did.
He likes to chase my cat and
This spring hot and cold
he keeps you warm at night.
weather are switching all
He is funny,

Friday, May 23, 2003

Morgan Reilly, 4th Grade - Prince of Peace Academy

MY FAMILY
I am Anthony in a family
of six,
If you count my dog Angel
who likes to do tricks.
There’s Jakob my brother
and Lisa’s my mother.
My sister’s Katie Sue and
the young age of two.
Last but not least is Peter
my dad, he ends my poem
and “OH MAN AM I GLAD.”
Anthony Motroni
WHAT IT’S LIKE
DURING THE WEEK!
Satur-day go to saturn.
Sun-day is a sunny day.
Mon-day is Mon-ey day
(Pay Day)
Tues-day is movie day.
Wednes-day go to Wendy’s
Thurs-day is her’s day
(Mother’s Day)
Fri-day you eat fries all day.
Jonathan Oldaker
THE ROLLER COASTER
The Roller Coast
Is an ultimate ride of terror
for some,
for others its loads of fun.
They run to get the perfect seat,
They go on, ands up high;
They say it feels like they
can fly.
Others say they want to stop,
And don’t want to get to
the top.
Down, down, down they go,
now their fears has begun
to grow.
Up, up, up again,
They feel it will never end.
Then, to their delight,
The coaster stops.
They say bye bye to fright.
Jordan Miller

Maria Kelly, 4th Grade - Horace Mann Elementary

Cassie Jahn, 5th Grade - Jefferson Elementary
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Poems Mrs. Hein, 5th Grade (cont.)
RAIN FALL AND
THE STORM
When the rain falls, it goes
drip drip,
Then when I’m walking I trip,
Then the rain drips more
and more,
Then I’m eating an apple
and I’m down to the core,
Then it starts to hail,
They my dog Zoey starts
biting her tail,
It then begins to thunder,
Then I walk around and
begin to wonder,
The Thunder stops and
so does the rain,
Then the pain began to gain.
Tara Doescher

I break my brothers back
I like it out there in the cold
No one knows
Because they’re never told*
Amanda Archer

WHEN THEY CAME
TO ME FOR HELP
When they came to me for help
I did not care
When I heard the gunshot
I could not stand there
I ran through the woods
Thorns scratching me
When I found the animals
I set them all free*

ALEX
All is quiet, because Alex
is gone.
I cry with Mother, because
we are not ready to say solong.
The cat does not meow,
all he does is cry.
The dog does not bark,
all she does is whine.
I know why, because
their heart’s are broken just
like mine.
Alex is gone that’s all
we know,
I just wasn’t ready to let go.
Carmen Bechtel

READING IS FUN*
Reading is fun
It chills everyone
When they set their eyes
on the words
They only say books
are for nerds
They don’t believe that
And neither do I
Reading is fun
I just want to cry*
I WALK ALONG
THE ROAD
I walk along the road
All is very cold
I get chills down my back
and even my toes
When I step on glass

DEER HUNTING
Deer hunting can be cold
But it can be beautiful too
It can be dangerous
If you do not follow the rules
Safety first do not be a fool
Deer hunting gets you close
To many animals and plant
In the evening of the fall
Deer hunting can be cold
I can hear the silent
snowflake fall.
Andrew Keegan

SPRING TIME
A time when things are
beautiful and bright,
When you look around
it’s a wonderful sight,
The birds are chirping
and the flowers are blooming,
Someday’s there’s sunshine
or thunder is booming,
White fluffy clouds with
nice with light breeze,
Spring time is better than

winter because you
don’t freeze.
Paige Harmon

Julia Hoover, 4th Grade - Bluff Elementary

Love Your Family
Has your brother made
you mad?
Has your sister made you sad?
Your parent’s make you clean,
You say they’re so mean,
They blame everything on you,
They watch what you do
They blame you for
homework missed.
They tease you about
when you got kissed.
You lay in your bed unhappily,
Like I always say,
love your family.
Jackie Santiago
THE CAT IN FRONT
OF ME
There is a cat in front of me,
it is a cat I want to leave,
But it lures me here with
its pretty eyes,
Shall I leave or shall I stay
and lie.
What shall I do, run and play,
Because it will be there the
rest of the day,
I choose to stay and have
some fun,
With this little cat, who’s
name I cannot say.
Dustin Doty
BASEBALL
Being at bat
All eyes on me
Seeing the ball
Everyone cheering
Bases are loaded
Approaching the plate
Lunging towards first
Last man home.
Kipp Andresen

Tonya Perkins, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary

Taihlor Wagner, 4th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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Stories and Letters
Social Studies Explorers
By: Damon Benson
The explorers that I
researched were Lewis &
Clark, Christopher Columbus,
and Neil Armstrong. I chose
these explorers because I wanted to know more about them,
and find out more about what
they did. There were facts that
I didn’t know about each
explorer when I researched
them.
Like Christopher
Columbus did not discover
America and when Neil
Armstrong faced technology
failure.
All these explorers did something famous in their field. In
1806, Lewis & Clark found a
water route from St Louis to
the Pacific Ocean, while about
400 years ago, Christopher
Columbus took a shortcut to
the Spice islands. In 1969,
Neil Armstrong was a pilot, but
also the first man to step foot
on the moon. They all couldn’t
have done this alone, so they
had men go with them on their
exploration. They had all discovered something that no one
has ever seen before like new
plants, animals, water routes,
and resources.
They did different things
when they explored at different
placed at different times.
Lewis & Clark explored in
1804, Christopher Columbus in
1492, and Neil Armstrong in
1969. Lewis & Clark and
Christopher Columbus mostly
traveled on water, but Neil
Armstrong flew. Lewis &
Clark
and
Christopher
Columbus met Indian tribes,
but Neil Armstrong did not.
Lewis & Clark and Neil
Armstrong were from the
United States, but Christopher
Columbus was from Spain.
Lewis & Clark and Neil
Armstrong were from the
Army or Navy, but Christopher
Columbus was not from either.
When I was researching
about my explorers, I learned
new things about each of them.
People say that Christopher
Columbus discovered America,
but he really didn’t, instead he
took a shortcut to the Spice
Islands.
During Lewis &
Clark’s exploration, and Indian
woman named Sacagawa
helped Lewis & Clark on the

journey. Sacagawa’s death is a
mystery because people say
she died at an early age, while
others say she lived to be hundred years old. Neil Armstrong
had three computer crashes
during the trip to the moon.
When walking on the moon, he
and Buzz Aldrin claimed the
flag of the United States on the
moon to mark their exploration.
Freedom From Drugs and
Violence
By: Brianna Miller
Some people can’t take the
DARE program. I’m lucky
because part of my education
includes the freedom
to learn from the DARE program. The eight ways to say no
are very useful when someone
is offering you a drug.
Knowing this can allow me to
have Freedom From Drugs and
Violence. I also learned about
many kinds of drugs such as
alcohol
and
inhalants.
Everybody
should
have
Freedom From Drugs and
Violence.
The DARE program teaches
kids ways to have Freedom
From Drugs and Violence. I
think it’s important you take
the DARE program or you
might end up taking drugs
someday. Never say yes when
someone is offering you a drug
because chances are it could
lead to problems. DARE is
very helpful to every kid that
takes it. It teaches you lots of
things so you can have
Freedom From Drugs and
Violence throughout your life.
That’s why DARE is important
to every kid in the United
States. If you want Freedom
From Drugs and Violence take
the DARE program.
It is important to have
Freedom From Drugs and
Violence. If you took drugs
you would live a much shorter
life than if you didn’t take
drugs, and you could hurt family and the ones who love you.
I would rather have Freedom
From Drugs and Violence than
to use drugs. It is also important to have Freedom From
Drugs and Violence because
drugs can make you see and
think about things that don’t
exist. I know that if I take
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Mr. Cain, 5th Grade

drugs I can’t have the Freedom
From Drugs and Violence that
my education allows.
I learned lots of things in
DARE and had fun at the same
time. If I took drugs in the
future it would affect my family and I wouldn’t have
Freedom From Drugs and
Violence. If I took drugs I
would die a lot sooner, and my
family would be upset. It’s better for me and for everyone to
avoid drugs. I have the freedom to choose not to use drugs,
this give me Freedom From
Drugs and Violence. This freedom will allow me to make
choices and reach my goals.
Bailee Diggins
Harding Elementary
1401 12th ave. N
Clinton, IA. 52732
SoBe South Beach
Beverage Co. Inc.
40 Richards ave.
Norwalk CT 06854-2319
Dear SoBe Company:
My name is Bailee Diggins.
I am 10 years old and in 5th
grade. I have 8 brothers and
sisters their names are
Mackenzie,
Brandon,
Elizabeth, Chavita, Danny,
Cassie, Koty, and Margarita.
I would like to know what
the next drink you are going to
put in stores is? Where did you
come up with your logo? What
is your best selling item?
When will your next drink
come out? How long have you
had your logo?
My cousin Josh has an idea
but he doesn’t want me to tell
you yet! My class was writing
letters to the people that made
their logo.
I picked you
because I thought your logo
was interesting! Thank you for
your time.
Sincerely,
Bailee Diggins
Freedom From Drugs and
Violence
by Mara Kimmer
I think the importance of the
DARE program is that we get
to learn that we have the freedom to stay away from drugs
and violence. We also get to
learn that drugs can effect peo-

Jocelyn Beleutz, 4th Grade - Whittier Elementary

ples lives, and people can lose
their freedom. Kids can also
learn how many kids in the
United States use drugs. I am
glad that we have the freedom
to stay away from drugs and
violence.
In the DARE program I
learned that drugs can do harmful things to you such as kill
you, give you heart disease,
and much more. Drugs can
also effect your education.
Most drug users can not even
pass high school or college. I
also learned that we have the
right to say no, like if someone
ever asks you if you want a
drug. Did you know that 14
out of 100 7th graders use
drugs? The most important
thing I learned is that we have
the freedom to stay away from
drugs and violence.
I felt excited about the
DARE program because it
teaches us about drugs, and that
we have the freedome to stay
away from drugs and violence.
The DARE program was very
interesting and I just want to
learn more. I was also excited
because we got to learn that we
have the freedome to be drug
free. When our DARE officer
first introduced us to the program I wasn’t that interested,
but when we started I was very
interested. Can you imagine
losing your freedome to drive,
earn a living, or be with your
family? DARE has shown me
that some people chose to lose
this freedom.
My name is Mara Kimmer, I
am in fifth grade. When I grow
up I want to be a vet so I can
help animals when they need
help. I live in Clinton, Iowa
and I am ten years old. I have
a twin sister named Allison and
a brother sho is in 7th grade.
When my brother was in
DARE I think he really learned
something because he exercises his freedome to not do
drugs. Nobody in my family
does drugs so I am not going to
do drugs because I have the
freedome not to take drugs.
The DARE program has taught
me many things and I am proud
to be a DARE graduate!
Explorers
by Greg Young
My
explorers

Christopher Columbus, Neil
Armstrong, and also Lewis and
Clark. Columbus explored the
Caribbean Sea, Armstrong
explored the moon, while
Lewis and Clark explored the
northwest, also called the
Louisiana Territory. I chose
these three explorers because it
would be interesting for me to
study them. I chose these
explorers because I have never
studied these explorers before.
All the explorers had a goal
to do something that nobody
had done before. They were all
born or lived in the U.S.A.
These explorers had problems,
like they didn’t have enough
money, and routes to go on
their journey. They were paid
by people so they can explore.
They achieved something and
discovered something. These
explorers had a purpose for
exploring.
These explorers had different
routes, births, and had different
problems like one had a bad
landing. The explorers were
paid from different people that
wanted to see them succeed on
there journey. They also had
different dates of exploration in
their discovery. They had different purposes for exploring.
They were born in different
places like the U.S.A.
These three explorers are
famous for what they did. The
explorers had may different
problems, but they still moved
on. They achieved to do what
they came for. I also learned
that the explorers had discovered places that they dreamed
of. They didn’t do this to be
famous, but they did it to discover.

Explorer
By Joe Christiansen
My three explorers are
Christopher Columbus, Lewis
and Clark, and Neil Armstrong.
I didn’t know much about
Columbus so that is why I did
this report on him. I picked
Lewis and Clark, because we
had recently watched a movie
about them, but I still wanted
top know more. Last, but not
least, I picked Neil Armstrong
because I wanted to know more
about the name on the Moon.
These men all had problems
are along the way. Neil’s space-

ship broke down when they
landed on the moon. Lewis
and Clark had my dangerous
encounters with the Indians.
Columbus didn’t see anything,
not even a rock sticking out of
the water, for hundreds of
miles. Columbus’s men also
wanted to turn back. Lewis
and Clark had to get horses to
get over the mountains. Neil
Armstrong’s ship landed in the
Pacific Ocean, 1300 KM away
from any land. Lewis, Clark,
and Armstrong were all born in
the United States.
These men were also very
different. Columbus started his
expedition in 1492. Lewis and
Clark started their expedition
in 1806. Neil Armstrong started his expedition in 1969.
Columbus traveled in a boat on
the ocean. Lewis and Clark
traveled in a boat, but on the
river. Neil Armstrong traveled
in a space shuttle. They were
also different because, Neil
went to the Moon, Lewis and
Clark explored the western
United States, and Columbus
explored the Indies.
I think these men were
all very brave, determined, and
hard working! They all made a
huge difference in the world. I
enjoyed researching them
because, I learned many things
I did not know. If it weren’t for
these men some of might still
be unknown today.
D.A.R.E.
By Brendan Bartels
I think Dare is a good program for kids so they don’t take
drugs. Tell your friends you
can do dumb things if you take
drugs. I will never take drugs
when I get older because you
can die from drugs, so if one of
your friends do drugs tell them
not to do them.
In Dare, I learned not to take
drugs. They are bad for you
and you can die. I also learned
the eight ways to say no. If
someone comes up to you and
they ask you. “Do you want
some drugs?” Say no or give
them the cold shoulder. It’s
good to talk to your parents
about any questions you have.
My feelings about Dare are
good. It’s important to learn
about drugs. I feel good to be
in Dare and a lot of my friends
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like it too. I think D.A.R.E. is
a good program.
My name is Brendan Bartels.
I have a dog a sister, a mom
and a dad. My dad owns
Bartels Garage and my mom
works at the Alverno. My dad
and I work at the Garge and I
have fun there.
Friends Forever
By Megan Leonard
One day while my friends
and I were playing teatherball,
Ashley told me she was moving to Wisconsin. I said “What
you’re moving too? Kristin
and you are both moving, I
won’t have any friends left.”
Then I ran off. When I got to
the building I turned around
and saw Ashley had ran off too.
Kristin went over to talk to
Ashley. I told myself, “What a
bunch of friends! They don’t
care about me and if Kristin did
she would come over here and
not follow Ashley.” Then
Kristin came over and started
talking to me. “I know how
you feel, I felt the same way.
We can stay in touch. Are we
still friends?” asked Kristin. I
didn’t say any thing then I
finally said, “I guess.”
“As long as we stay friends,
It will be ok” Kristin said.”
Then I looked for Ashley and
we talked it over and we decided to stay friends.
They both moved away and I
was still sad, but I know we
would always be friends.
D.A.R.E. essay
by Brett Copeland
In my opinion the D.A.R.E.
program helps kids understand
the dangers of drugs. D.A.R.E.
defines the consequences of
doing drugs, like the meth
movie. A girl who has a 14
year old cousin, she died when
they were using meth and she
got 4 years in prison. She got
off easy she could have gotten
20 years or more. Her cousin
had the freedom to say no but
she didn’t. I ask why?
I think Deputy Stacey is a
brave guy for dealing with
drugs and trying to keep drugs
off the street. I know it has to
be a hard job because he’s told
our class stores of big guys
threatening to kill him WHEN
they get out of jail. Deputy

Stacey is also a brave man for
putting his life on the line
every day trying to help our
town of Clinton to be as drug
free as possible. He’s also a
very noble man for teaching
kids the dangers of doing drugs
and dealing drugs.
Even
though he doesn’t have to, he
chooses to keep free from
drugs. He has the freedom to
choose to help kids.
For people who do take
drugs Deputy Stacey said they
won’t have a life either because
they’re in jail for a long time or
they died because drugs killed
them. If your in jail from drugs
you could get 5 years, 20 years,
or LIFE IN PRISON. This
depends on what drug they
used or what drug they were
selling.
I know I’ll never use drugs
because I’m not going to flush
my life down the toilet and be
in prison or dead like someone
I know. If someone asked me
to smoke pot with them or
inject cocaine with them, I’ll
put my hand in their face and
say, “I have the right to say no!
I have the freedom to say no
and guess what I say
NOOOOOO!!”
My name is Brett Copeland.
I’m a fifth grader at Harding
Elementary School. I like to
play sports. Another thing I
like about D.A.R.E. is that we
get to act out different ways to
say no to drugs and violence. I
also liked the stories that
Deputy Stacey tells. I feel disgusted that the Afganastan military would challenge our freedom just because they’re not as
united as U.S.A. and they’re
jealous. I know we’re a better
country because we’re free,
and we have an organized government based on freedom and
equal rights.

because I wanted to research a
space explorer.
All of my explorers have
similarities. All of my explorers had transportation to make
their journey quicker, and all of
my explorers lived to see a new
millennium. They all became
famous because of their journey. Christopher Columbus
had King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella fund for him, and Neil
had NASA fund his journey.
All of the explorers were
searching for something on
their journey. Lewis and Clark
found a sea route to the Pacific
Ocean, Christopher searched
for a sea route to Asia, and Neil
Armstrong searched the moon.
All of my explorers have differences. Each of my explorers
explored in different years.
Lewis and Clark explored during 1804-1806, Christopher
explored in 1492-1504, and
Neil explored in 1969. All of
them were born and died at different times Lewis was born in
1774 and died in 1809.
Christopher was born in 1451
and died in 1506. Neil was
born in 1930 and he is still living today. They all were born
in different places. Lewis and
Clark both were born in
Virginia. Christopher was born
in Cristoforo, Colombo. Neil
was born in Wapakoneta, Ohio.
All of them achieved different
things. Lewis and Clark found
new plants, animals, and land
forms. Christopher opened the
way for all explorers from the
old world (Europe) to the New
world (America). Neil was the
first man to set foot on the
moon.
I thought Lewis and Clark
were sort of fun because we
went and saw an I-max movie
about them so I knew a little bit
about them.
I thought
Christopher Columbus was fun
because I didn’t know anything
about him. I thought Neil
Armstrong was cool because
he was the first man on the
moon and he still is alive. I
learned about their problems,
and where they went on their
journey.

15
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Social Studies Essay
By Brian Stahl
My explorers are Lewis and
Clark, Christopher Columbus,
and Neil Armstrong. I chose
Lewis and Clark because I didn’t quite know that much about
them. My next choice was
Christopher Columbus I picked
him because I wanted to do
My Explorers
someone I didn’t know about.
By Jacob Mangler
My third choice was Neil
My explorers names are
Armstrong, I picked him Meriwether Lewis. William

Skylar Harvilla, 5th Grade - Jefferson Elementary
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Clark, Christopher Columbus,
and Neil Armstrong.
I
researched these explorers
because I wanted to learn about
their journeys and what they
discovered. I think what they
did was brave and risky
because they could have died
or have gotten very sick. I
liked them for what they did
and for who they are.
None of my explorers went
alone and they all discovered a
different area. They were all
young and they were all male
explorers. They all had a
famous person or place pay for
their journey.
President
Jefferson paid for Lewis and
Clark. Queen Isabella and
King Ferdinand paid for
Columbus. and NASA paid for
Neil. Three of my explorers
are not living today, three of
my explorss are from the
United States and they
achieved a different goal. They
all had troubles along the way
with obstacles like gravity or
shallow water. Lewis and
Clark discovered west America
Columbus discovered the
Bahamas and Neil discovered
the Moon. Lewis and Clark
fought
the
mountains.
Columbus ships were sinking
because of stormy weather and
Neil almost ran out of fuel on
the moon. Neil also had to
fight gravity and use a lot of
energy.
Neil Armstrong didn’t travel
by water, but he had a Space
ship to travel with. They all
didn’t have slaves to go with
them and they aren’t all dead.

My explorers were born in a
different century and none of
my explors died on their journey. They all didn’t take the
same risks either because Neil
fought gravity, Lewis and
Clark fought wild animals, and
C. Columbus fought shallow
water.
I learned a lot about these
three explores while researching them. My favorite explorer
that I learned about was Neil
Armstrong because he was the
first man to step foot on the
moon. I hope to keep researching him because I learned so
much about him. I thought it
was cool when he said “This is
one small step for man and one
giant step for man kind”. That
was his famous saying. He
really said , “This is one small
step for “A” man, one giant
step for man kind. My other
favorite explorers were Lewis
and Clark because they discovered the west and if they didn’t
then we might only have the
east.
I picked Columbus
because he discovered the
Bahamas and if he didn’t I
wouldn’t be going there for
vacation.
D.A.R.E.
AUSTIN KRICK
In my opinion Dare is interesting, and I’ve learned that
many people die from drugs
every minute and every second.
I want to have a longer and
healthier life, and I want to be a
pro-athlete. This encourages
me more to follow my goals.
Drugs make you do stupid

things. So I say NO! to drugs.
I learned that friends might
try to get you into drugs, so you
might have to stay away from
them. Also, I learned that stimulants are drugs that speed you
up. Depressants are drugs that
slow you down. If you breathe
in someone else’s smoke it’s
called PASSIVE smoke. I
learned that there are four different peer pressures.
If you start smoking you will
get addicted. You will also, get
sick more often, and have
hangovers. I feel drugs are the
worst thing you can take. You
can even inject drugs! You
need to stay positive about
yourself if you have a death in
the family from drugs. I
learned that there are eight different ways to say NO to drugs.
It’s bad if you get caught doing
drugs and get arrested because
you have to be 21 to drink beer
or 18 to smoke.
I like sports! My favorite
sports are baseball, football,
and basketball, and I have a lot
of friends to hang out with I
will say NO! to drugs, and I
have freedom from drugs and
violence. DARE will make a
big difference in my life.
Drugs will ruin my life.
My Dare Essay
By: Allison Kimmer
Dare is interesting and cool
because I learned a lot. The
following eight examples will
allow me freedom in life.
If someone asks me to do
drugs, I can use one of the eight
ways to say no. I can say no

Mallory Shockey, 4th Grade - Jefferson Elementary

thanks, give a reason or excuse,
keep saying no, walk away,
change the subject, avoid the
situation, give them the cold
shoulder, or use strength in
numbers.
I also learned about drugs
and how they can harm you.
For example, alcohol alters
your mind, or it can lead to
heart disease. I learned that
fourteen out of one hundred
seventh graders get drunk from
alcohol. I also learned about
youth gangs and not to be
scared of them even if they try
to intimidate you. Intimidate
means to scare or to make fearful by threats. You should just
go get help from an adult you
trust!
I have reasons I want to be
drug free. I want to be drug
free because I want good
grades, and I want to have a
longer life. I won’t harm my
body in any way because it
isn’t cool to take drugs. I am
drug free because no one I live
with does drugs, or has anything to do with drugs.
I believe that I have rights,
for example, I have a right to
say no. This means that I am
able to say no to another young
person or to an adult when I am
asked to do something that I
know is wrong or doesn’t seem
right to me. I believe that people can have free will. This
means done of one’s choice. I
believe that I have the freedom
to believe anything I want to
believe.
I am a ten year old fifth grader from Harding Elementary

School. I have a mom, a dad, a
brother, and a twin sister. Both
my sister and I are in gymnastics. We take lessons with Mr.
Douglas. We also are in an art
class. My favorite subject in
school is math and I learn a little more every day from Mr.
Cain, my teacher. When I grow
up my dreams are to become a
vet, a groomer, a hair stylist, a
teacher, or a nurse. I am free to
make decisions in my life. I
learned a lot in Dare and I think
it is a good program to help
kids be drug free. I think it is
important that everyone in
America should be free and
happy.
SOCIAL STUDIES
by Mackenzie
The explorers that I chose
were Christopher Columbus,
Lewis and Clark and Neil
Armstrong. The reason I chose
these explorers is because they
sounded interesting and they
are great explorers. Also I had
learned about them before. I
wanted to know what they
found and how they did it. I
also wanted to know who they
met on their journey and where
they went.
These explorers relate in several different ways. Each of
them found something that no
one else had found and each of
them used some kind of boat or
rocket ship.
Christopher
Columbus found a sea route to
many different places using
ships. Lewis and Clark found a
route to the Pacific Ocean
using canoes and boats. Neil

Armstrong was the first man to
step on the moon and he used a
rocket ship to get there.
These explorers are different
in many ways. One way is that
they were born on different
dates in, different years. They
all found different things, took
different routes, met different
people, and saw different
things. Christopher Columbus
found the new world, Lewis
and Clark found a route to the
Pacific Ocean, and Neil
Armstrong was the first man to
find what was on the moon’s
surface. Each of them, except
Neil Armstrong, met different
people. Christopher Columbus
was the first to encounter
Indians, Louis and Clark met
Indians who helped them out a
lot with things like horses, food
and shelter.
I learned that these men
wanted to be the first to discover and explore a different part
of the world or space. When
they set out on their trips, each
one wanted to be the first to do
and find things for other people. Christopher Columbus
wanted to explore a new part of
the world, while Louis and
Clark earned their fame
through what they accomplished. Neil Armstrong wanted to be the first to explore the
face of the moon. All of these
men followed their dream and
got what they wanted.
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Mrs. Mangen, 5th Grade

If I Could Spend One Day
With Someone It Would Be....
If I could, I would like to
spend it with my great grandma
Lou. Just for one last time. I
would let her pick where she
wanted to go and then I would
take her to meet my friends. I
would buy her lunch at her
favorite restaurant. For dinner
I would take her back to my
house and I would make her
dinner all by myself.
Then we would watch her
favorite movie or have popcorn. Then after the movie she
would tuck me into bed for one
last time. I really miss her a lot
and I wish she was still here.
Written by, Kylie Johnson
The person I would like to
spend the day with is my
cousin James. (he lives in
Rockford, Illinois). What we
would talk about is what we’ve
been doing or what we would
like to do when we get older,
and some other stuff. Even
though I barely talk about
things, he always has something to talk about. I think he is
really cool. What we would do
is get some ice cream, or walk
on the dike, and talk. I would
even introduce him to my
friends.
By: Cristy Brannon
VINCE CARTER
If I could spend the day with
someone it would be Vince
Carter ‘cause I like his dunks
and his attitude and the way he
plays the game. We’d ride gocarts, play b-ball, and he’d
show me some of his dunks.
We’d go out for pizza at Happy
Joe’s and get a-hole-lot-oftickets and buy 2 remote control cars and race them. Then
I’d get his autograph!!!!! And
that’s what I’d do if I could
spend the day with someone!!!!.
By John Chambers
If I could spend one day with
someone it would be...
I would hang out with little
Bow Wow. I would like to
spend the day with him. I
would want to be in one of his
videos. That would be so cool.

He and I would go eat at Red
Lobster and the food that I
would order would be so cool.
He and I would go eat at Red
Lobster and the food that I
would order would be crab and
shrimp or other sea food like
that. I would like to go to his
dance studio and dance for the
video. I would want to go
swimming in his pool. It
would be the best time I’d ever
had.
By Christian Elder
If I could spend a day with
someone it would be Adam
Sandler because he is my
favorite actor. we would watch
his movies, go fishing on the
Mississippi River, and I’d let
him pick where we went for
lunch.
We would go to
Cabella’s and that’s what I
would do if I could spend a day
with Adam Sandler!
By Nick Ackerman
Who I would spend a day
with.
If I could spend a day with
anyone in the world it would
invite Curtis Jackson also
known as 50 cent! I really
injoy his music. My favorite
song of his is P.I.M.P. He was
born in Jamica Queens. New
York I’ve never heard of it but
I love it. I would ask how did
you get started with music and
how old where you? And why
did he get shot 9 times? If I
was to ride in car with him I
would play his music! I possibaly think he mite be one of the
best rappers in the world right
now. But I still like other rappers and signers. I would ask
what his favorite food is? And
does he like sports? And I
would take him to a movie it
would be Malibus most wanted. And wee would play video
games or play basketball or
something else. I want to get
every CD he makes in his life!
Most of my friends like him to.
He is really popular in the
U.S.A. I also think he is a really good person! 50 cent rulz!
Ryan Brodsky
THE DAY
If I could spend the day with

someone it would be Jackie
Chan. I would ask him if he
could teach me some move
taekwondo. I’d ask him what
is his next movie. We would
watch his movies, the ones that
I have. Then we’d drive him to
the airport in Moline.
By Chris Dutton
If I could spent the day with
someone it would be 50 cent. I
would ask him how it felt to get
shot 9 times. Then I would
take him to a movie. Then we
would go to my house and play
PS2. Then we would go to the
Arcade in Peoria. Then wed
come back to Clinton and go to
the Erickson Center and shoot
some pool and shoot some
hoops. Then go have a paintball war if he wanted to. My
favorite song on his album is
Live in New York Get Shot in
New York. He is one of the
best rappers with Eminem, Dr.
Dre and 2 PAC!!! When 50
cent dies he will never be forgotten. I would ask him what
is favorite food. I would tell
him mine is pizza. Then we
would eat some pizza and play
PS2. Then he would have to go
but before he went I would
have him signlots of stuff then
I would keep some and sell
some for lots of money. I sure
love money. Thats what I
would do if 50 cent came to my
house it would be so fun.
50 Cent Rulz
by Tyler Farley
If I could spend the day with
someone, it would be Tracy
McGrady because he is my
favorite NBA basketball player.
In the morning, we would go
to the Y.M.C.A. and play video
games. Then we would go
swimming at my house. Then
we would go eat lunch at Yen
Ching. After that, we would go
for a boat ride and then fishing.
After that, we would go get
ice-cream at DQ (Dairy
Queen). Finally, we would go
to my house, and eat pizza,
then he would go home.
By Ryne Lingle
If I could spend one day with
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Mrs. Mangen, 5th Grade (cont.)
someone, it would be my
Grandma Jergenson because
she died before I was born. I
would ask her what her favorite
things are. I would let her say,
“hi” to my dad. Then my
grandma and I would have a
picnic at Eagle Point Park and
we would take a walk and talk
about things. At the end of the
day, I would tell her good-bye
because I would never see her
again.
Abby Jergenson
If I could spend a day with
someone...it would be my
father. I don’t get to see him
very often because he doesn’t
live at home. If I could be with
him, we would go to the park,
put some steaks on the grill and
just do a lot of talking! I’d tell

Genna S., 4th Grade - Elijah Buell Elementary

him how much I love him and to my grandma’s house and eat
corn noodle dish and strawbermiss him!
ry ice cream. Then we would
By Travis Woolwine
go to my house and have a
If I could spend the day with sleep over.
The end
someone it would definitely be
Steve Irwin. He is awesome!
Steven Nance
First we would go to Australia
and catch alligators and crocoIf I could spend a day with
diles. Then we would go to someone, I would spend a day
Africa and catch snakes. Then with my Grandfather, but I can
we would go to my house and not see him because he is died.
eat french fries, cheeseburgers, I am not sure what he died
chicken nuggets, fried chicken from, but I think it was old age.
and butterscotch milkshakes. What I would do with him
We would have banana splits, would be to play chess and talk
strawberry shortcake and about cars and trucks. Maybe
cheesecake for dessert. After we could build stuff. I hope I
that we would go to the zoo could someday see him up
and see the animals. Steve can there when I died.
get us into the cages with some
See You Later!
of the animals!
By Bobby Niebuhr
After the zoo, we would go

If I Could Invite
Someone To Dinner...
Mrs. Mangen, 5th Grade
If I could invite anybody
over for dinner, it would be
Hillary Duff. I would invite
her because I love her show
and her music. I would have
her come over for lunch and
have my step-dad’s chicken
and dumplings. While we’re
eating, I’d ask her how she got
into the show and when she got
interested in making music.
When we’re done with lunch,
we would go to the mall and
shop and hang out. Then we
would go back to my house,
watch a movie, t.v., or play
games. Later, we would have
my step-dad’s Chinese food.
When we’re done with dinner,
I would show her all of my
writings and then we’d go out
for ice cream.
Chelsea Williams

may seam like a fantasy but I
hope it happens soon.
If I could invite anyone to
By Grace Shemwell
dinner it would be my old
friend Kelly Rowland. Not
Who I would invite to dinner
that she’s old or anything just
Lebron James
the same age as me. Well anyI would meet him at
way we’d have our totally Mc.Donald’s. I would ask him
favorite dish, steak, mashed why did he got involved in baspotatoes, and chocolate pecan ketball? Why did he choose
pie, compliments of Mom and that sport and are you going to
Dad. Our table conversation collage? What collage did you
would probably be about mid- have in mind? I was thinking
dle school, friends, and life. you should go to collage
When we are done we’d talk because it would make you betsome more, mostly about ter than maybe Michael Jordan.
makeup and all eight years to because collage gets you ready
account for. It may not seam for the N.B.A.
like a lot, but it’s a whole lot to
By Brian Faber
account for, like a whole lot. It
By, Ryan Cassidy

If I could invite anyone to
dinner, it would be Albert
Pujos. First I would ask him
how did he get interested in
baseball, and if he had any relatives that play baseball. For
dinner, we would have BBQ
ribs, corn, and bread. Then for
dessert, we would have Key
Lime Pie. That’s who I would
invite to dinner.
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Name Poems
Willy
Smart, friendly, and strong
Brother of Mitchell
Lover of hot dogs, pizza, and
hamburgers
Who feels good
Who needs money and a P.S.
2
Who believes in peace on
earth
Who gives help and offerings
Who fears sickness and
death
Who would like to have
peace
Who enjoys playing sports
Maddie

Mr. Cain, 5th Grade

Who lives in Clinton, IA
Salter

Michael
intelligent, skilled, pleasing,
humorous
Brother of Derek, and
Stephanie
Lover of pizza, football, and
video games
Who feels intelligent and
skilled
Who needs money, less
homework, and more time
Who believes baseball, soccer, and video games
Who gives food and trust
Who fears dogs and death
Who would like less homework, money, world peace
Aaron
Who enjoys video games,
funny, smart, nice
football, and playing
Brother of Adam
Who enjoys video games,
Lover of pizza, money, fast
football, and playing
cars, and dirt bikes
Who lives in Clinton, IA
Who feels happy
Who needs money
Milder
Who helps my grandma and
grandpa
Olivia
Who gives help and support
Creative, adventurous, artisWho enjoys riding dirt bikes tic, honest
and my four wheeler
sister of Allyson
Who would like money, a
Lover of animals, music, and
Suzuki, and a car
dancing
Who lives in Clinton, Iowa
Who feels that everyone
should get as much respect as
Mangan
others
Who needs pets, family, and
Andrea
Gymnast, smart, artist, and a respect
Who believes that if I put my
human
mind to something I can do it
A sister of Eric
Who gives hugs and presents
Lover of animals, science,
to my family
and stars
Who fears snipers and vioWho feels intelligent, zany,
lence
and a brainy
Who would like to be a vet,
Who needs a dog named
have lots of money, and take a
Oliver
Who believes in God and trip
Who enjoys playing with
angels
Who gives hugs, smiles, and friends, family, and animals
Who lives in Clinton, Iowa
friendly greetings
Who fears cancer, wolves,
Kraft
and mosquitoes
Who would like a horse and
Jean
a big house
intelligent, humorous

caring, reading, teaching
mom, human being, dad, sir,
building, lifting, caring,
speedy, carpenter,
Don
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My name is Sarah
I am active, trustworthy, and
enjoyable
I am the sister of Evan
I am a lover of sports, family, and chow
I feel easy going, crazy, and
cold
I need to be loved, to have
cookies, and two pillows
I believe in God, the tooth
fairy, and Arthur Reed
I give books, presents, and
love
I fear munitions, murders,
and braces
I would like a million dollars, to go to Wisconsin for
college, and meet Mia
Hamm
I enjoy seeing my cousins,
rock climbing, and
skating
I live in Clinton, IA
My last name is Massey
Will
Intelligent, humorous, popular, eater
A brother of Jessica
A lover of money, sports,
family, and food
Who feels joy, sadness, and
entertaining
Who needs money, fun, and
joy
Who believes in God, hope,
and kindness
Who gives joy, kindness, and
food
Who fears hate and F’s
Who would like peace, happiness, and money
Who enjoys football, pizza,
and friends
Who lives in Clinton, IA
McNeece

Parents and Friends — help your children to
read. Newspapers are one of many good
sources for children to learn how to read and
keep informed on the world around them.

Ryan Cassidy, 5th Grade - Whittier Elementary

Olivia Holley, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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Farewell to Harding
HARDING HISTORY
By Christine Bjornsen
and Brendon Roggendorf
Harding Elementary School
opened in 1969, the same year
Neil Armstrong landed on the
moon. The school is named
after the Sarah Harding family,
and Harding School and the
Sarah Harding Home have
shared a special relationship
through the years.
When Harding first opened
its doors it was a kindergarten
through sixth grade building.
Today it serves kindergarten
through fifth grade. The first
principal was Don Overland.
At the time of Harding’s dedication in 1970, teachers were
as follows:
nK - Mrs. Patricia Kehrber
n1st - Mrs. Lois Specht
n2nd - Mrs. Susan Peters
n3rd - Mrs. Mildred Hansen
n4th - Mrs. Ann Huff
n5th - Mrs. Sonia Mennenga
n6th - Mrs. Judith McDaniel
For the past several years,
Harding has also been home to
one special education classroom and the district’s talent
and enrichment program. Now
that it is 2003, Harding is closing its doors. We will miss our
school very much. it has been a
great place to grow. We give all
the teachers, assistants, principals, secretaries, nurses, cooks
and custodians of Harding
School, both past and present, a
big hand. Farewell to Harding!
KINDERGARTEN
MEMORIES
By Hillary Stoddard,
Courtney Melvin, Audrey
Hayes and Alex Harvey
Kindergarten at Harding
School was a very memorable
year for many reasons. We
remember that when we were
the leader for the day, we got to
wear a big red stop sign that
said, “You can’t stop me or get
in my way. I’m the kindergarten leader today.” Being the
leader was very important. In
the fall when we caught butterflies, we kept them in a big net.
Mrs. Pringle knew a lot about
butterflies!
There was regularly something active going on in kindergarten. We always fought for a
corner where we played house.

We liked to make towers with
building blocks. Making green
Oobleck in the LRC was a big
mess. We also remember making a chain flag there.
All of us loved reading big
books with our teacher, Mrs.
Pringle. We learned to take
care of books in kindergarten
too. If we brought back our
library books on time, we got a
yummy life saver. When we
were learning how to be quiet
in the halls we shoved marshmallows in our mouths. We had
a lot to learn this first year at
Harding.
Special thanks to these teachers of Kindergarten at Harding
(1969-2003):
Mrs. Patricia Kehrber; Mrs.
Audrey Barry; Mrs. Pat Sima;
Mrs. Joan Romaine, Mrs.
LaVonne Braden; Mrs. Luann
Harris and Mrs. Joan Pringle.

Mrs. Gossling, ?th Grade

SECOND GRADE
MEMORIES
By Allen Ryan, Allison
Reyhons, Dominic Litty
and Allyson Kraft
Mrs. Brown was our second
grade teacher at Harding. We
did many fun activities in her
class. We often made food or
did projects to tie in with something we read or learned about,
and sometimes just for a special treat! We made pretzels,
pancakes, and hot tamales in
second grade. We also made
giants and butter in class.
At the end of the year we
went on a bus tour of Clinton.
We learned a lot about the history of our city. At the end of
the trip we went to Dairy
Queen and had Dilly Bars.
Second grade was a fun year
for us at Harding!
Special thanks to these teachers of 2nd Grade at Harding
(1969-2003):
FIRST GRADE
Mrs. Susan Peters
MEMORIES
Mrs. Marilee McConnell
By Courtney McKenrick
Mrs. Lois Becker
and Courtney Camp
Mrs. Mary Brown
Our first grade year was a
new and different experience
for us. We were growing up!
THIRD GRADE
Our teacher was very nice. Her
MEMORIES
name was Miss McLatchie. We By Kelsee Griswold
remember that every Friday and Kristina Armstrong
was sharing time in our room.
Third grade was a very great
At the end of the day, we went learning experience for our
to our lockets to get our sharing class. Our teacher was Mrs.
items. When we shared, we
asked questions about what
each person brought. We
always looked forward to this.
After silent reading, we
remember that Miss McLatchie
let the helper pick a page and
tell why he or she liked it. We
also remember centers. We had
them every day. In our centers
we worked on things like writing, science, puzzles, computers, art, math and bean table
activities. Today Mrs. Dolan
carries on the first grade tradition at Harding.
Special thanks to these teachers of 1st Grade at Harding
(1969-2003):
Mrs. Lois Specht
Mrs. Marilee McConnell
Mrs. June Cruthis
Mrs. Barb Russell
Mrs. Jane McLatchie
Mrs. Tami Dolan

Alyssa Wells, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary
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Cruthis. When we were in third
grade, we wrote letters to Mrs.
Cruthis’ brother and other Blue
Diamond members aboard the
aircraft carrier U.S.S. John C.
Stennis. We got a flag back
from them that was flown over
the ship. Our teacher even got
to ride on the ship from
California to Hawaii and back!
We learned how to make cursive letters and do multiplication in third grade. We also got
to learn a little bit of division.
We went on a lot of field trips
as well, like the Wapsi, the
Nature Barn and Eagle Point
Park. We will always remember Mrs. Cruthis and Harding
third grade!
Special thanks to these teachers of 3rd Grade at Harding
(1969-2003):
Mrs. Mildred Hansen
Mrs. Joan Fate
Mrs. June Cruthis
FOURTH GRADE
MEMORIES
By Willow Clark,
Dru Redler, Andrew
Tuisl and Lawrence Herron
Fourth grade was a fun and
unique year at Harding. The
most fun day was when we
went to Chicago to the planetarium and aquarium. In the
aquarium we saw a dolphin
show, several fish, and even a

hammerhead shark. In the planetarium we saw an interactive
movie called Journey To
Infinity.
Another fun day in our room
was Pioneer Day. There was no
electricity, we brought sack
lunches, and we wore pioneer
clothes. We pretended we were
in a one-room school house in
1872.
Our teacher, Mrs. Gossling,
taught us Spanish every morning when we did the calendar.
We learned a lot of words. We
will also always remember getting rewards for showing
responsibility and respect.
Every time our class got 250
good behavior points we
earned a party. Every day if we
brought in our homework we
got a homework coupon for
candy, gum or a special privilege.
We will never forget fourth
grade at Harding School!
Special thanks to these teachers of 4th Grade at Harding
(1969-2003):
Mrs. Ann Huff
Mrs. Jayna Gossling

Harding’s fifth grade, we still
found out a lot of cool things
that they get to do. As part of a
math project, the students
made their own dream houses.
They had cool things in their
houses.
Another thing they studied
was disasters. The students got
to choose what disaster they
would like to study and then
made a model of it for a reading project.
They also went on a lot of
field trips like the IMAX
Theater to a Lewis and Clark
show and to the Madison Zoo
on a charter bus. The fifth
grade went to Exchange City in
Davenport, Iowa and learned
how to run their own business.
They had to interview with Mr.
Cain, their teacher, to get their
jobs.
The fifth graders also participated in DARE. They had a
basketball tournament for
DARE and they won! The students learned to be drug-free
and make good decisions.
Harding fifth grade is full of
action and learning!
Special thanks to these teachers of 5th Grade at Harding
FIFTH GRADE
(1969-2003):
MEMORIES
Mrs. Sonja Mennenga
By Anna Christiansen,
Mrs. Joanne Saladino
Evan Tuisl, Lawrence
Mrs. Patricia Horst
Wilden and Rahul Aggarwal
Mr. John Cain
Even though we didn’t get to

Katie Tomona, 5th Grade - Bluff Elementary

