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By Terence Hunt
Associated Press Writer

Stepping into history, Barack Hussein Obama
grasps the reins of power as America’s first black
president in a high-noon inauguration amid grave

economic worries and high expectations.
Braving icy temperatures and possible snow flurries,

hundreds of thousands of people descended on the heavi-
ly guarded capital city today for the first change of admin-
istrations since the terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

The capital city, a quick starter on even the most ordi-
nary of days, took on the kind of frenetic predawn life
rarely seen. The streets were becoming populated well
before daybreak, and competition for space on the Metro
subway system was fierce. Several suburban parking lots
for subway riders were filled to capacity well before 6
a.m.

Two years after beginning his improbable quest as a lit-
tle-known, first-term Illinois senator with a foreign-
sounding name, Obama moves into the Oval Office as the
nation’s fourth youngest president, at 47, and the first
African-American, a racial barrier-breaking achievement
believed impossible by generations of minorities.

Around the world, Obama’s election electrified mil-
lions with the hope that America will be more embracing,
more open to change.

The dawn of the new Democratic era — with Obama
allies in charge of both houses of Congress — ends eight
years of Republican control of the White House by
George W. Bush. He leaves Washington as one of the
nation’s most unpopular and divisive presidents, the
architect of two unfinished wars and the man in charge at
a time of economic calamity that swept away many
Americans’ jobs, savings, homes and dreams — leaving
behind a sickening feeling of insecurity.

Bush — following tradition — is leaving a note for
Obama in the top drawer of his desk in the Oval
Office.

White House press secretary Dana Perino said the
theme of the message — which Bush wrote on
Monday — is similar to what he has said since elec-
tion night about how Obama is about to start a “fab-
ulous new chapter” in the United States, and that he
wishes him well.

The unfinished business of the Bush administra-
tion thrusts an enormous burden onto Obama’s
shoulders. Pre-inauguration polls show Americans
believe Obama is on track to succeed and are confi-
dent he can turn the economy around. He has cau-
tioned that improvements will take time and that
things will get worse before they get better.

Culminating four days of celebration, the script for
Obama and Vice President-elect Joe Biden at the
nation’s 56th inauguration was to begin with a traditional
morning worship service at St. John’s Episcopal Church,
across Lafayette Park from the White House, and end
with dancing and partying at 10 inaugural balls lasting
deep into the night.

By custom, Obama and his wife, Michelle, were invit-
ed to the White House for coffee with Bush and his wife,
Laura, followed by a shared ride in a sleek, heavily
armored Cadillac limousine to the U.S. Capitol for the
transfer of power, an event flashed around the world in
television and radio broadcasts, podcasts and Internet
streaming. On Monday, Vice President Dick Cheney
pulled a muscle in his back, leaving him in a wheelchair
for the inauguration. Before noon, Obama steps forward
on the West Front of the Capitol to lay his left hand on the
same Bible that President Abraham Lincoln used at his
first inauguration in 1861. 

The oath of office, administered by Chief Justice John
Roberts, has been uttered by every president since George
Washington. Obama was one of 22 Democratic senators
to vote against Roberts’ confirmation to the Supreme
Court in 2005.

The son of a Kansas-born mother and Kenya-born
father, Obama decided to use his full name in the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

The Constitution says the clock — not the pomp, cere-
mony and oaths — signals the transfer of the office from

the old president to the new one.

The 20th Amendment to the Constitution specifies that
the terms of office of the president and vice president
“shall end at noon on the 20th day of January ... and the
terms of their successors shall then begin.”

To the dismay of liberals, Obama invited conservative
evangelical pastor Rick Warren — an opponent of gay
rights — to give the inaugural invocation.

About a dozen members of Obama’s Cabinet and top
appointees — including Secretary of State-designate
Hillary Rodham Clinton — were ready for Senate confir-
mation today, provided no objections were raised.

More than 10,000 people from all 50 states — includ-
ing bands and military
units — were assem-
bled to follow
Obama and
Biden from
the Capitol
on the 1.5-
mile inau-
g u r a l
p a r a d e
route on

Pennsylvania
Avenue, con-
cluding at a
b u l -

letproof reviewing stand in front of the White House.
Security was unprecedented. Most bridges into
Washington and about 3.5 square miles of downtown
were closed.

Obama’s inauguration represents a time of renewal and
optimism for a nation gripped by fear and anxiety. Stark
numbers tell the story of an economic debacle unrivaled
since the 1930s:

■ Eleven million people have lost their jobs, pushing
the unemployment rate to 7.2 percent, a 16-year high.

■ One in 10 U.S. homeowners is delinquent on mort-
gage payments or in arrears.

■ The Dow Jones industrial average fell by 33.8 per-
cent in 2008, the worst decline since 1931, and stocks lost
$10 trillion in value between October 2007 and
November 2008.

Young and untested, Obama is a man of enormous con-
fidence and electrifying oratorical skills. Hopes for
Obama are extremely high, suggesting that Americans are
willing to give him a long honeymoon to strengthen the
economy and lift the financial gloom.

On Wednesday, his first working day in office, Obama
is expected to redeem his campaign promise to begin the
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq under a 16-month
timetable.

Obama steps into history as first black president

“I do solemnly swear that I will
faithfully execute the office of

the President of the United
States and will to the best of my

ability, preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution of the

United States.”

The oath of office

“All I dare hope is that if, in exe-
cuting this task, I have been too
much swayed by a grateful
remembrance of former instances,
or by an affectionate sensibility to
this transcendent proof of the con-
fidence of my fellow-citizens, and
have thence too little consulted my
incapacity as well as disinclination
for the weighty and untried cares
before me, my error will be palliat-
ed by the motives which mislead

me, and its consequences be judged by my country with
some share of the partiality in which they originated.”

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S FIRST INAUGURAL
SPEECH, THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1789 IN THE CITY OF

NEW YORK

“In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and
not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The
Government will not assail you. You can have no conflict
without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no
oath registered in heaven to destroy the Government,
while I shall have the most solemn one to “preserve, pro-
tect, and defend it.”
“I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We
must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained
it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic
chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and
patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all

over this broad land, will yet swell
the chorus of the Union, when

again touched, as surely they
will be, by the better angels of
our nature.”

FIRST INAUGURAL
ADDRESS OF ABRAHAM

LINCOLN, MONDAY, MARCH 4,
1861

“In the long history of the world, only a few generations
have been granted the role of defending freedom in its
hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this
responsibility — I welcome it. I do not believe that any of
us would exchange places with any other people or any
other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion
which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and
all who serve it — and the glow from that fire can truly
light the world.
“And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country
can do for you — ask what you can do for your country.
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America
will do for you, but what together we can do for the free-
dom of man.
“Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens
of the world, ask of us the same high standards of
strength and sacrifice which we
ask of you. With a good
conscience our only sure
reward, with history the
final judge of our deeds,
let us go forth to lead
the land we love, asking
His blessing and His
help, but knowing that
here on earth God's work
must truly be our own.” 

INAUGURAL
ADDRESS OF JOHN F.
KENNEDY, FRIDAY,
JANUARY 20, 1961

Sources: inaugural.senate.gov and
Lillian Goldman Law Library

Barack Obama was sworn in as the 44th president
of the United States at noon today. AP PHOTO
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More clouds than sun.
Highs in the low 30s and
lows in the low 20s..

Indian Hills
Community
College receives
more than $2
million for health
care training as
part of a $5.8
million plus
federal grant to
Iowa community
colleges
WASHINGTON —

Sen. Chuck Grassley on
Friday said that the U.S.
Department of Labor has
awarded grants totaling
$5,841,627 to three Iowa
community colleges.
“These funds will help

Iowa’s workers gain the
knowledge to perform at
a high level in these
growing industries,”
Grassley said. “Their
knowledge will be a
great benefit to Iowa in
the future.”
According to the

Department of Labor, the
community colleges will
use the funds to help
build the capacity to
train individuals for
careers in high-growth
or high-demand indus-
tries in the local and
regional economy. The
Department of Labor
will distribute the funds
as shown below.
• Indian Hills Com-

munity College in
Ottumwa will receive
$2,179,082 for training in
the health care industry.
• Southeastern Com-

munity College in West
Burlington will receive
$1,660,285 for training in
the advanced manufac-
turing industry.
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Supervisors to hold
department head
budget meetings
The Appanoose County

Board of Supervisors will be
meeting with county depart-
ment heads todiscuss depart-
ment budgets. The public is
invited to attend. Not a com-
plete list.
• Treasurer, 9 a.m. Jan. 22
• CountyAttorney, 10 a.m.

Jan. 22
• Conservation, 9 a.m. Jan.

26
• Veterans Affairs, 10 a.m.

Jan. 26
• Department of Human

Services, 1 p.m. Jan. 26
• Emergency Manage-

ment, 2 p.m. Jan. 26
• Sanitation, 9 a.m. Jan. 27
• Mental Health, 10 a.m.

Jan. 27
• Engineer, 10 a.m. Jan. 28
• Public Health, 2 p.m. Jan.

28

Supervisors to meet
withcountyengineer
The Appanoose County

Board of Supervisors will be
meeting in the Supervisors
office each Wednesday at 9
a.m. with Gary Bishop,
Appanoose County engineer,
to listen to matters involving
the engineer's office. The
public is invited to attend.

Free mammogram,
Pap tests
Free mammograms and

Pap tests will be available
for women age 40-64 with
no health insurance or who
have a high deductible.
The next clinic will be held
on Jan. 29. Call (641) 437-
3523 now to schedule an
appointment Future clin-
ics will be held on Feb. 11
and 19.

Experience award-
winning opera
without leaving
the area
OTTUMWA —

Area residents will have the
chance to see one of Iowa’s
premier arts organizations
when OPERA Iowa visits
Indian Hills Community
College on Friday, Feb. 6. The
Des Moines Metro Opera’s
award-winning touring
troupe will present a two-
hour version of “The Barber
of Seville” in English at 7:30
p.m. in St. JohnAuditorium.
The free performance is

sponsored by IHCC's
Department of Performing
and Visual Arts. To request
tickets, call the college's Arts
and Sciences office at (641)
683-5144.
OPERA Iowa comple-

ments the evening perfor-
mances with exciting school-
day performances and class-
room workshops that enter-
tainwhile they educate, all in
an effort to make operamore
understandable and more
accessible to students and
families.
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Efforts are being made
to get Hope Pregnancy
Center open in Center-
ville but the project needs
more money and more
volunteers.
Both Grace Tabernacle

Baptist Church Pastor
Brian Hargrave and new
Hope Pregnancy Center
Director Cheryl Carlton
on Friday said they need
to raise an additional
$12,000 and bring in up to
25 volunteers.
Hargrave said the cen-

ter has raised a little more
than $38,000 in savings
and has $935 in monthly
pledges. He estimated to
launch the center they
need to raise $50,000 and
have $1,100 in monthly
pledges.
Hargrave said the pro-

ject was started by several
local pastors who saw a

need for a pro-life crisis
pregnancy center in Cen-
terville. From that grew a
steering committee to
include not only pastors
but members of the com-
munity. Eventually, the
committee was disband-
ed in 2008 and a board of
directors was elected.
"To that point there had

been individuals, busi-
nesses contributing to this
goal of having a crisis
pregnancy center here in
Centerville," Hargrave
said. "And so monies was
being raised and I guess
the board was put togeth-
er because at that point
the feeling was this was
something that there was
enough interest in for it to
make a go here in Center-
ville."
Hope Pregnancy Cen-

ter will be located at 118
N. 12th St. The center will
offer various types of
counseling, maternity

clothing, pre- and post-
natal counseling, preg-
nancy tests, abstinence
education, material
resources, adoption refer-
rals, parenting classes and
support, post-abortion
support for both men and
women and mentoring
program.
"And in the future we

could possibly provide
child birth classes and
medical referrals," Har-
grave said.
Carlton, who competed

with one other person for
the job of director, said
she was excited about the
position.
"I'm privileged the

board has allowed me to
have this position as direc-
tor," she said.
All services at Hope

Pregnancy Center will be
free of charge and the cen-
ter will accept anyone.
"Obviously, we're locat-

ed here in Centerville and

we want to serve the Cen-
terville community," Har-
grave said. "But we're not
going to turn anyone
away that finds them-
selves in a crisis pregnan-
cy situation. We just want
to be a support ministry
for those individuals and
their families that are
going through a crisis
pregnancy."
Those wishing to

donate can send money to
Hope Pregnancy Center,

P.O. Box 414, Centerville,
Iowa 52544. Or to inquire
about volunteer opportu-
nities, call (641) 437-HOPE
or 437-4673.
Hope pregnancy Center

is affiliated with Care Net,
which oversees hundreds
of crisis pregnancy centers
nationwide.
The closest crisis preg-

nancy center to Center-
ville currently is theHeart-
land Pregnancy Center in
Ottumwa.

Crisis pregnancy
center in Centerville
closer to reality

Submitted photo
Cheryl Carlton, the new director of the Hope Preg-
nancy Center, is shown sitting with her husband,
Scott, and one of their eight grandchildren. Carlton,
who has lived in Centerville for more than 30 years,
assumed the position of director Jan. 5. She will pro-
vide managerial support, direction and supervision of
the staff and volunteers as well as oversee the cen-
ter's vision and mission through public relations,
fundraising and coordination of events and activities.

Submitted photo
Members of the "Foxy Grannies," who will play against the Indianola
Route 65 Motorcycle Grannies on Saturday, Jan. 24, at 6 p.m. in the Lake-
view Gymnasium, include Mary Jo Robinson center, then left to right,
Felicia Starcevich, Connie Steinbach, Cathy Hudson, Terri Clark, and
Janet Stevens. Not pictured are Jan Carney, Kathy Lange, Dixie Serna
and Shari Witt. This is a fund raiser to benefit AmeriCorps Summer Pro-
gram. Admission will be $2 for students and $3 for adults. At half-time
there will also be a pie and baked goods auction and a free throw contest
for kids ages 5 to 7 and 8 to 11. Prizes will be awarded. For more infor-
mation about Granny Basketball visit www.grannybasketball.com. No
running or jumping allowed in Granny Basketball — just hurrying.

(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
Barack Obama, left, joined by his wife, Michelle, takes the oath of office from Chief Justice John Roberts to become the 44th president of
the United States at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2009.

OBAMA TAKES OATH OF OFFICE TUESDAY

Grannies set to shoot some
hoops Saturday night

HOPE
A NATION’S

WHERE TO TURN

Obama raises
hand, lifts nation

WASHINGTON — Before a jubilant crowd of
more than a million, Barack Hussein Obama
claimed his place in history as America’s first
black president, summoning a dispirited nation
to unite in hope against the “gathering clouds
and raging storms” of war and economic woe.

INAUGURATION: US&J reporter
experiences crushing crowds
on Inauguration Day.

W
ASHINGTON, D.C. —
You know, in the end,
I’m not sure why I
wanted to get a ticket

so badly.
That’s not to say I shouldn’t

have come, or that I had a terrible
time, it’s just that the ticket I got
ultimately meant absolutely
nothing.

With the delays getting to D.C. on
the Metro trains, and then with the
crush of people trying to get in
through security, I never did make it
through the gate to get into the

“standing blue” area (where our
tickets, colored blue, allowed us 
to go).

I wasn’t alone
in that boat.
Hundreds of
thousands of
people didn’t
make it in, either.
Forced to stay
outside the
ticketed area, the
crowds were no
less enthusiastic.

“Obama!
Obama!” the chants began,
occasionally, among the people
packed like sardines between the
buildings. “Yes we can! Yes we can!”

We met a woman who urged
everyone, one at a time, to “suck it

up,” in the most friendly and
cheerleader-like way possible. We
met a man from Marietta, Ga.,
wearing an Obama T-shirt and
discussing politics with his seat
neighbors on the train. People
from every state in the union
talked pleasantly with each other,
even as they pushed against one
another, sometimes violently, in
the crowds.

It was a long, exhausting day,
but was it ever memorable!

We started our journey
downtown at 4 a.m., and we made
it to the Capitol Building grounds
quite literally just in time to see
Barack Obama give his inaugural
address at 12:05 p.m.

SEE D.C. ON PAGE 11A

The crowds, the celebrations

APRIL
Amadon

LIVE FROM D.C.

© 2009 Community First Holdings, Inc.

Classified, 6-8B • Comics, 9B • Local/Region, 5A • Lottery, 5A • Obituaries, 4A • Opinion, 8A • Sports, 1-6, 10-11B • Television, 10B

� Page designer: Jocelyn Delmar6 871548 22010

Today’s weather,
PAGE 2A

LOCAL INSIDE

Inauguration raises hope, excitement in Lockport residents

HOPE
A NATION’S

LHS students watch with
excitement, 2A

Locals in Washington,
D.C., are inspired, 9A

Bipartisanship is civility,
WNY politicians say, 9A

NU looks at past, future
of Obama’s path, 2A
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“We must begin
again the work

of remaking
America.”

On an extraordinary
day in the life of Ameri-
ca, people of all colors
and ages waited for
hours Tuesday in frigid
temperatures to witness
a young black man with
a foreign-sounding
name take command of
a nation founded by
slaveholders. It was a
scene watched in fasci-
nation by many millions
— perhaps billions —
around the world.

“We gather because
we have chosen hope
over fear, unity of pur-
pose over conflict and
discord,” the nation’s 44th president said.

The presidency passed to Democrat Obama from Republican
George W. Bush at the stroke of noon, marking one of democra-
cy’s greatest gifts: the peaceful transfer of power.

SEE OBAMA ON PAGE 4A

Joe Biden takes the vice
presidential oath of office from
Justice John Paul Stevens, with
Biden’s wife Jill holding the Bible.
Below, Hannah Stuart of Seattle
celebrates the inauguration.

Watch video of Obama’s
appeal to “hope over fear”

A historic moment unfolds
in frigid temps

Reporter April Amadon
witnesses history

www.lockportjournal.com

ONLINE EXCLUSIVES MORE COVERAGE
Full text of the inaugural

address, 3A

Analysis: Obama hopes 
to summon optimism, 3A

Sen. Ted Kennedy to be
released from hospital, 12A

Full-page poster, 12B

More inauguration photos
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“I’m extremely excited.
It’s moving for me, the
whole realm of his
outlook and what he
hopes our America will
turn into. Get back to
the old values, like Kennedy did. We
have to make it our world.”

Sandy Leffler

“This is the first
inauguration I
watched. It was really
exciting to watch the
whole thing. It was a
nice balance of
history and what to look forward to.
He seems very strong, so we’ll see. ...
I trust that the powers put in place are
going to do what they need to do.”

Nancy DeFlippo

“I was in the middle of
doing work and
watching. I just like
Obama because he’s
the first African
American president. I
have no fear of anything but God.”

Logan Gillon

“I give him the benefit
of the doubt. He has
good plans. You never
know. He has visions
and I think he’ll make
it. As far as getting the
troops out, we’ve been there too long,
many years too long. The economy,
you’ve got major problems.  He’s got a
long ways to go.”

Gary Coleman

“I was very impressed
with it. He comes
across as someone
who is really in touch
with all the problems
we’ve got in this
country. He has ways, he thinks, to
solve them.”

Dan Meehan

“I just hope he lives up
to everything he’s
promised. The auto
workers are the life
blood of this country.”

Bob Lovewell

“I’ve been a supporter
of him 100 percent,
and his ideals for the
American people. ...
Tomorrow’s children
will know we didn’t turn
our back on them and we’re  trying to
make the future better for them and our
nation will be a peaceful nation.”

Paul Entwistle

“My hopes are that he
can deliver the much-
needed help that
financial situation in
this country needs.
I’m looking forward to
the next four years with a positive
attitude. I can’t imagine that it will get
worse than the last administration.”

Gordon Fletcher

“A lot of things stand
out. He was talking
about fixing the
economy and how
health care costs
should be lower. It
moved me. I hope stuff will change 
so people can work and get education
for kids.”

Ebony Eustice

RESTAURANT
4206 Lake Ave., Lockport 

433-7060

View Our Full Menu At
www.manhattanslockport.com

Catering Available

Already Booking Summer
Parties On The Deck!

WEEKLY SPECIALS
WEDNESDAY: All-You-Can-Eat

Steak & Shrimp $18.00
FRIDAY: Fish Fry $9.95 Early Bird $6.95

SATURDAY: Chef Special - Check Website
SUNDAY: Meatloaf Dinner $9.95

& Half Price Appetizers

Reeling Pens drop
home game to ’Canes
Cam Ward made 32 saves,
Ray Whitney and Eric Staal
scored and the Carolina
Hurricanes beat 
the Pittsburgh Penguins 
2-1 Tuesday night.

Page B3

New shows, options
pull into Station
The Station Dinner Theater
opens Friday for its 2009 
season with new shows, 
new ticket prices and more.

BRAVO! 
Entertainment Guide

Coming Thursday

Meadville Bulldogs
hold off Tigers

Page B1

Deaths
■ Bruno Budzbanowski,

Meadville

Details, Page A10

Weather
Today: Mostly cloudy, 16
Tonight: Cloudy, 20
Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy, 29

Details, Page A11
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18228 Conneaut Lake Rd., Meadville

Call for Reservations 724-1286

Plan Your Party
at Chovy’s

• Special Occasions
• Celebrations
• Private Party Rooms Available

OR
Let Us Be a Guest at Your Party

We’ll Do the Work!

Now Open Nights,
Wednesday through Saturday til 9:30

Call for Reservations 683-4484

PRIME RIB
DINNER $9.95

On selected entrees
Wednesday - Saturday 4-6pm

BEAT THE
BEAT THE

CLOCK!
CLOCK!BEAT THE

BEAT THE

CLOCK!
CLOCK!BEAT THE

CLOCK!

Good Morning
SERVING CRAWFORD

COUNTY FOR
124 YEARS

The Meadville Tribune
50 cents. www.meadvilletribune.com WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2009

A NEW ERA: Barack Obama
speaks of hope, change 
in inauguration address

ONLINE: Read the full 
text of Obama’s speech

PAGE A4: Obama’s speech
shows ‘new hint of steel’

PAGE A12: More pictures
from the day’s events

PAGE B4: Historic moment
unfolds in frigid temps

ALSO
INSIDE:

Page A9: Stocks tumble on
fresh worries about banks

Page A7: In snowy Meadville,
fire hydrants are ‘missing’

Associated Press photo

Chris Plano
Allegheny
College
freshman
“I hope he can 
inspire each 
individual citizen
to sacrifice for the
common good.”

Gennel Burch
Allegheny
College
freshman
“To pull the troops
home and work
on the economy.”

Russell Peters
Meadville
“Get everybody
straightened out
–– quit sending
work out of 
the country 
and giving big 
tax cuts.”

Carol Powell
Meadville
“I wish for him 
to succeed 
for all of us.”

Mary Moody
Meadville
“Find more jobs
and be successful
with his tax cuts
for the lower and
middle class.”

JIM STEFANUCCI/Meadville Tribune

Students, faculty and friends applaud at Allegheny College’s Campus Center as they watch President Barack
Obama deliver his inaugural address as the 44th president.

And the crowd goes wild

For local residents, historic day worth the walk, wait
By Mary Spicer
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

According to first-person reports
from two Meadville residents, the na-
tion’s capital can be a bit chilly this
time of year.

“I’m thawed out at last,” Armendia
Dixon said with a laugh Tuesday af-
ternoon, recalling a once-in-a-life-

time adventure that began with a 6
a.m. departure from an apartment
building ordinarily just a short Metro
ride from the inauguration site. So
near — yet so far. Logistically speak-
ing, the bottom line was that it took
three long hours to get to and then
through the gate indicated on their
tickets — and then she and her trav-

eling companions — including Erie
City Councilwoman Rubye Jenkins-
Husband, her sister — had to go
through security.

“It’s been a wonderful day, but
gosh, it’s cold — and I was walking
forever,” said Valerie Kean Staab,
who had just returned to her down-
town hotel and was starting her own

Great Thaw at 4:45 p.m. “It’s pretty
much mass confusion. I’ve been
walking since 8 a.m.” 

The weather — and the walking
and waiting — was only a tiny part of
the story of the inauguration of the
44th president of the United States
for local observers.

SEE RESIDENTS, PAGE A11 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — 
tepping into history, Barack
Hussein Obama grasped the reins
of power as America’s first black
president on Tuesday, declaring

the nation must choose “hope over fear,
unity of purpose over conflict and discord”
to overcome the worst economic crisis
since the Great Depression.

In frigid temperatures, an exuberant
crowd of more than a million packed the
National Mall and parade route to celebrate
Obama’s inauguration in a high-noon cere-
mony. Waving and cheering in jubilation,
they stretched from the inaugural platform
at the U.S. Capitol toward the Lincoln
Memorial in the distance.

With 11 million Americans out of work
and trillions of dollars lost in the stock mar-
ket’s tumble, Obama emphasized that his
biggest challenge is to repair the tattered
economy left behind by outgoing President
George W. Bush.

“Our time of standing pat, of protecting
narrow interests and putting off unpleasant
decisions — that time has surely passed,” 

SEE INAUGURATION, PAGE A11
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What do you
hope Obama 
can achieve as
our president?
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Obama raises hand, lifts nation on historic day
A NATION’S HOPE

STORY AND PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Before a jubilant crowd of more than a million, Barack Hussein Obama
claimed his place in history as America’s first black president, summoning a dispirited nation to
unite in hope against the “gathering clouds and raging storms” of war and economic woe.

On an extraordinary day in the life of America, people of all colors and ages waited for hours
Tuesday in frigid temperatures to witness a young black man with a foreign-sounding name take
command of a nation founded by slaveholders. It was a scene watched in fascination by many mil-
lions — perhaps billions — around the world.

“We gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and discord,”
the nation’s 44th president said.

The presidency passed to Democrat Obama from Republican George W. Bush at the stroke of
noon, marking one of democracy’s greatest gifts: the peaceful transfer of power.

But a stark transfer all the same. In one of the new administration’s first acts, Obama ordered
federal agencies to halt all pending regulations until further review — this after Bush’s final
weeks raised heated debate over rushing new rules into effect on the way out the door.

And even though new White House aides struggled to find offices and work intercoms, an
overhauled www.whitehouse.gov Web site was running under Obama’s banner within min-
utes of his swearing-in. “Change has come to America,” it declared.

Obama plunges into his new job in earnest on Wednesday after capping inaugural festivities
at a national prayer service in the morning, meeting with his economic team and Iraq advis-
ers and welcoming a stream of public visitors into the White House while Congress gives his
economic revival plan a going-over and takes up the nomination of Hillary Rodham Clinton
to be secretary of state. Her confirmation has been held up for now by Republican concern
over the foundation fundraising of her husband, the former president.

The new president had been buoyant and relaxed through the three days of preinau-
gural festivities. But he seemed somber as he stood on the Capitol steps, placed his left
hand on the Bible used by Abraham Lincoln and repeated the inaugural oath “to pre-
serve, protect and defend” a Constitution that originally defined blacks as three-
fifths of a person. A deafening cheer went up.

“What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility — a recognition, on
the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the
world, duties that we do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly,” Obama
said. “This is the price and the promise of citizenship.”

The day’s high spirits were jarred by sudden concern about the health of
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy. The legendary Democrat, suffering from brain can-
cer, and was rushed from a Capitol luncheon in Obama’s honor to a hospital.
“My prayers are with him and his family,” Obama said. Later, fellow Sen.
John Kerry of Massachusetts said Kennedy was laughing and joking at the
hospital and itching to get back to work.

SEE OBAMA ON PAGE 6

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 2009[ ]

BY LIZ SAVAGE
Special to the Journal-Register

S
ince we only live 40
minutes from Wash-
ington, D.C., my hus-
band and I had talked

about attending the inaugu-
ration no matter who won
— just for interest’s sake.
After the election, we knew
how historic this event
would be, and wanted to be
a part of the excitement.

As a teacher, I felt my
being there would help my
explanation of the impor-
tance of Obama’s presidency
be even more meaningful. I
have always had a general
interest in politics; both of
my brothers have majored
in political science in
college. 

In fact, my older brother
worked at Vice President
Joe Biden’s office in
Delaware while he was
attending college.

This experience had a
significant impact on me —
especially for my career. As
a fourth-grade teacher, I
have taught lessons on
Martin Luther King Jr.’s

importance, and my class
will be researching influen-
tial African Americans for
Black History month in
February. 

Last year, when I did the
same lesson and asked my
students to name African
Americans they believed

were influential, they
typically could only name
historical figures like Rosa
Parks, or sports figures and
musicians. Now there is
someone they can look to
who is a current figure, a
positive role model, and
who proves that all of my

students truly can grow up
to be anything they desire. 

My husband, Kyle, and I
left our house at 4:45 a.m.
and arrived in Washington
around 6 a.m. — after a
good hour waiting at the
Metro parking lot looking
for a spot. We spent most of
the day walking around and
trying to keep warm as we
visited the Lincoln
Memorial.

Despite the largest
crowds I have ever seen and
the bitter cold temperatures,
everyone was in good
spirits. We watched the
actual inauguration
ceremony from the
Washington Monument,
seeing it only on a large
scene as people around us
chanted “Obama! Obama!”

Following his speech, it
took hours to get back home
— streets were packed and
it caused chaos. Overall, it
was definitely worth it and a
great experience.

Liz Savage is a Rochester native
and fourth-grade teacher who
now resides in Waldorf, Md.

QUESTION: 

Did you watch 
the presidential
inauguration?

Monumental moment for ex-local

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

MOMENT IN HISTORY: A shot taken from one Rochester
native’s trip to the inauguration. An estimated 2 million
people attended the event Tuesday, and the Washington
Monument is shown surrounded by thousands of
spectators.

Out with the old, 
in with the new:
Bush leaves the
presidency, PAGE 2

The conclusion 
of presidential 
fun facts, PAGE 6

Inauguration day
poster, PAGE 14

LOCAL
REACTIONS

“Bits and pieces.
I’m excited about
the new
president.”

Sarah Drier
Medina

“I did watch it. It
was history —
I’m glad I got to
witness it.”

Mitchell Holbrook
Medina

“All day. It’s been
a long time
coming.”

Anne Michaud
Batavia

• • •

• • •

INAUGURATION: US&J reporter
experiences crushing crowds on
Inauguration Day.

W
ASHINGTON, D.C. —
You know, in the end, I’m
not sure why I wanted to
get a ticket so badly.

That’s not to say I shouldn’t have
come, or that I had a terrible time, it’s
just that the ticket I got ultimately
meant absolutely nothing.

With the delays getting to D.C. on the
Metro trains, and then with the crush of
people trying to get in through security,
I never did make it through the gate to
get into the “standing blue” area (where
our tickets, colored blue, allowed us 
to go).

I wasn’t alone in that boat.
Hundreds of thousands of people
didn’t make it in, either. Forced to stay
outside the ticketed area, the crowds
were no less enthusiastic.

“Obama! Obama!” the chants began,
occasionally, among the people packed
like sardines between the buildings. “Yes
we can! Yes we can!”

We met a woman who urged
everyone, one at a
time, to “suck it up,”
in the most friendly
and cheerleader-like
way possible. We met
a man from Marietta,
Ga., wearing an
Obama T-shirt and
discussing politics
with his seat neigh-
bors on the train.
People from every
state in the union
talked pleasantly with
each other, even as they pushed against
one another, sometimes violently, in the
crowds.

It was a long, exhausting day, but was
it ever memorable!

We started our journey downtown at
4 a.m., and we made it to the Capitol
Building grounds quite literally just in

time to see Barack Obama give his
inaugural address at 12:05 p.m.

I’ve never experienced gridlock to
this magnitude, and judging from the
looks I saw on the faces of the millions
of other people I was crammed in with,
I wasn’t the only one dumbfounded by
it all.

U.S. Rep. Chris Lee, R-Amherst, had
given me a blue ticket, along with my
traveling companions, Sgt. Peter
Robinson of the New York State Office
of Court Administration, and Lockport
Police Capt. Michael Niethe.

The blue ticket security gate was
supposed to open at 8 a.m., so we
thought if we left at 4 a.m. — giving us
four hours to take a trip that had taken
us 30 minutes the day before —
certainly we’d be able to get in by the
time the speech began at noon. Right?
Of course we would!

Our first clue that things weren’t
going as planned was when our usually-
20-minute car ride took two hours.

SEE D.C. ON PAGE 6

Crowds and celebrations reach fever pitch

APRIL
Amadon

LIVE FROM D.C.

MORE
INSIDE

“You, Mister Presi-
dent, have brought a
new voice of hope that
(the world’s) problems
can be addressed and
that we can in fact
change the world and
make of it a better
place.”

Nelson Mandela,
Former president 
of South Africa

★
“Kenyans are very

happy because their son
is going to be leader of
America.”

Dr. Joseph Osoo,
Director of clinic in

Kenya’s slums

★
“Blacks face so much

discrimination here.
Now with a black
man in
charge of
such an
impor-
tant
country,
it
might
help
de-
crease
the

racism in Brazil”
Alex Andrade,

Unemployed black
Brazilian

★
“As far as I’m con-

cerned, today is a holi-
day. Today is a serious
day for everybody, a his-
toric day.”

Patrick Hazelwood,
Insurance agent

Georgetown, Guyana
★

“Obama fever is all
over the whole world.
What he stands for
needs to be celebrated.”

Cyndee Peters,
African-American

singer who hosted 
a Swedish gala 
for President

Obama

Little Louie stands in front of their new 
mobile fire & water restoration unit
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CAPITAL
CONNECTIONS

★COLUMNISTS: Two local
students attending college
in Washington, D.C., share
their views of yesterday’s
presidential inauguration.

— Pages A2, A7

WASHINGTON
WATCH

★FESTIVITIES: Family and
friends gather around
televisions throughout
the county in celebration
of a new president.

— Page A7

WASHINGTON (AP) — It was a
moment unlike any other in the life
of America.
A jubilant crowd of more than a mil-

lion, perhaps the biggest throng ever in
Washington, stood for hours in chilling
temperatures yesterday to witness a
young black man with a foreign-sound-
ing name take command of a nation
founded by slaveholders. The scene
was watched in fascination by
millions more — maybe bil-
lions — around the world.
Still, for all the hoopla,

Barack “No Drama” Obama
took the oath of office and
became the first black presi-
dent, sounding inspirational
themes, warning foreign foes
and hearing waves of cheers
— just like every president
before him.
“We gather because we have

chosen hope over fear, unity of
purpose over conflict and dis-
cord,” the nation’s 44th presi-
dent said.
He had a message for the

world: “We are ready to lead
once more.”

1
I N S I D E

LOCAL
REACTION

New Castle High
students watch in

amazement as
history is made
on Capitol Hill.

PAGE A2

2
The first lady
gets a golden

ticket of approval
for her Jason Wu

gown.

PAGE A2

FASHION
POLICE

3
HISTORY

UNFOLDING

Lawrence County 
residents relish
‘phenomenal’
experience.

PAGE A8
OBAMA, PAGE A3
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DEEP IN THOUGHT: Dorothy Richmond
listens to President Barack Obama as he
gives his address. The Willing Workers
senior group sponsored an inaugural
party at the Mount Erie Baptist Church.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PROUD MOMENT: Jossie Redmond of
Crawford, Miss. reacts during the
inaugural ceremonies on the National Mall
Tuesday before the swearing-in ceremony
of President Barack Obama.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE SCENE: Vice President Joe Biden is seen in the screen on the National Mall during the inauguration of
President Barack Obama in Washington on Tuesday.

CONTRIBUTED BY THE ANDERSON FAMILY

HISTORIC TRIP: Niagara Falls resident G.
Joshua Anderson and his 16-year-old son
Joshua stand in front of the Washington
Monument during Tuesday’s inauguration
of President Barack Obama.

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Before a jubilant
crowd of more than a million, Barack
Hussein Obama claimed his place in
history as America’s first black presi-
dent, summoning a dispirited nation to
unite in hope against the “gathering
clouds and raging storms” of war and
economic woe.

On an extraordinary day in the life of
America, people of all colors and ages
waited for hours Tuesday in frigid tem-
peratures to witness the moment as a
young black man with a foreign-
sounding name took command of a
nation founded by slaveholders. It was
a scene watched in fascination by
many millions — perhaps billions —
around the world.

“We gather because we have cho-
sen hope over fear, unity of pur-
pose over conflict and discord,” the
nation’s 44th president said.

The presidency passed to
Democrat Obama from Republi-
can George W. Bush at the stroke
of noon, marking one of democra-
cy’s greatest gifts: the peaceful
transfer of power.

But a stark transfer all the
same. In one of the new adminis-
tration’s first acts, Obama
ordered federal agencies to halt
all pending regulations until fur-
ther review — this after Bush’s
final weeks raised heated debate
over rushing new rules into effect
on the way out the door.

SEE HOPE ON PAGE 11A

� Niagara looks on as president is inaugurated, 12A
� Residents sound off on Obama presidency, 2A
� Local political leaders expectations for new
administration, 2A
� Tuesday’s inauguration an important lesson for
students, 2A
� Niagara University students tackle racial divide, 2A

LOCAL INSIDE
� Listen to excerpts of Obama’s address
� Listen to local residents’ hopes for the
new president
� Check out slideshows of Tuesday’s
local events
Visit www.niagara-gazette.com

ON THE WEB
� Inauguration parties run
well into the night Tuesday,
11A
� Sen. Ted Kennedy
expected to be OK after
seizure at luncheon, 11A

ALSO INSIDE

WASHINGTON: Residents
brave the crowds, cold for
Obama’s inauguration.

BY RICK FORGIONE
forgioner@gnnewspaper.com

Inspiring, emotional, his-
toric, frantic, exhausting.

Those are just a few of the

words used to describe the
inauguration of President
Barack Obama — as told by
local residents who were
among the more than one mil-
lion in attendance Tuesday.

“Other than my daughter
being born, this was the
greatest experience of my
life,” proclaimed Melinda
Holiday, who drove from

Niagara Falls to Washing-
ton, D.C. just to be in the
same city as Obama. “We
didn’t plan it out very well,
and the crowds were too big
to even get anywhere close,
but we were there to wit-
ness history and I will
remember this trip forever.”

For the most part, cold
temperatures, shoulder-to-

shoulder crowds and long
delays in transportation
throughout the day did not
dampen the spirits of Holi-
day and other locals, some
who left their warm beds sev-
eral hours before sunrise to
try and secure a spot inside
or near the National Mall.

Taking part in a historic moment

SEE HOPE ON PAGE 11A
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The moment
Barack Obama sworn in as 44th U.S. president

Inside
Inauguration 2009

■ Obama takes office,
appeals for ‘hope over fear’

Page A3

■ Ottumwans mark
historical inauguration

Page A3

■ Ottumwan offers firsthand account
of inaugural event

Page D8

■ Southern Iowans offer their wishes
to an Obama administration
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■ Photos from inauguration
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MORE THAN A MILLION WATCH
NEW ERA BEGIN WITH HISTORIC OATH

PRESIDENT
BARACK OBAMA

Associated Press

BARACK OBAMA with his wife, Michelle, at his side, takes the oath of office to become the 44th president of the United States at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Tuesday.

“Our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow interests and
putting off unpleasant decisions — that time has surely passed.
Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off

and begin the work of remaking America.”■ President Barack Obama

ASHINGTON — Before
a jubilant crowd of more
than a million, Barack
Hussein Obama claimed

his place in history as America’s first
black president, summoning a dispir-
ited nation to unite in hope against
the “gathering clouds and raging
storms” of war and economic woe.

On an extraordinary day in the life
of America, people of all colors and
ages waited for hours Tuesday in
frigid temperatures to witness a

young black man with a foreign-
sounding name take command of a
nation founded by slaveholders. It
was a scene watched in fascination
by many millions — perhaps billions
— around the world.

“We gather because we have chosen
hope over fear, unity of purpose over
conflict and discord,” the nation’s
44th president said.

The presidency passed to Democrat
Obama from Republican George W.
Bush at the stroke of noon, marking

one of democracy’s greatest gifts: the
peaceful transfer of power.

But a stark transfer all the same.
In one of the new administration’s
first acts, Obama ordered federal
agencies to halt all pending regula-
tions until further review — this
after Bush’s final weeks raised heat-
ed debate over rushing new rules
into effect on the way out the door.

And even though new White House
aides struggled to find offices and
work intercoms, an overhauled

www.whitehouse.gov Web site was
running under Obama’s banner with-
in minutes of his swearing-in.
“Change has come to America,” it
declared.

Obama plunges into his new job in
earnest on Wednesday after capping
inaugural festivities at a national
prayer service in the morning, meet-
ing with his economic team and Iraq
advisers and welcoming a stream of
public visitors into the White House 
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DEATHS
Lucille A. Bukovinsky, 63,

of 1222 Roemer Blvd., Farrell.
Anne E. Burich, 87, Farrell. 
Peter Michael “Mike” Bu-

lick, 64, of 990 Cherry Way,
Sharon. 

Robert “Bob” J. Dubrasky,
69, of 69 Romain Road,
Shenango Township.Gerald R. Fry, 80, The

Ridgewood at St. Paul Homes,
West Salem Township, for-
merly of 136 Woodshire Road,
Greenville. William H. Moore, 68, of

301 Baker Hill Road,
Delaware Township, formerly
of Burgettstown, Pa.John M. Schmidt, 81, of

645 Carnegie Ave., Sharon. 
Donna J. Sewall, 74, of 587

Baldwin Ave., Sharon. Cheryl Ann Bartholomew
Sochor, 50, Cochranton. Betty Jane Weigle, 85,

Vineland, N.J., formerly of
Sharon, Somerset and Garrett,
all Pennsylvania.Jane Elizabeth Shields

Welch, 83, Riverview Manor,
Sharon, formerly of South
Street, West Middlesex. 

By Patrick W. Connelly
Herald Staff Writer

Brookfield students are
mourning the loss of 16-year-
old classmate Alessa N. Nor-
ris, who was killed Sunday
night in a car accident just a
few miles from the school.

“Our thoughts and prayers
go out to her family and
friends,” Su-perintendentSteve Stohlasaid Tuesday.A junior atB r o o k f i e l dHigh School,Alessa wasp ronounceddead after acrash at about11:25 p.m. on U.S. Route 62

near Bedford Road.Known throughout the
school as “Le Le,” she was
very studious in the classroom
and well liked and respected
by everyone in the school,
principal John Grahovac said.

Alessa was a member of
the high school’s cheerleading
squad and supported all the
teams, the principal added.

“She was just a nice young
lady to have a conversation
with,” Grahovac said.Alessa was heading home

By Monica PrytsHerald Staff Writer
A judge has denied a re-

quest to consider releasing
Krystle Sue Weaver from
Mercer County Jail, where
she’s been held since May on
charges for the Greenville
stabbing case that killed a
man and seriously hurt his
daughter.Ms. Weaver’s attorney,

Stephen Misko of Butler, filed
the petition, which was denied
Friday by Mercer County
Common Pleas Court Judge
John C. Reed.Court records show Reed’s

decision was based on the
transcript of testimony given
at Ms. Weaver’s preliminary
hearing June 19 with District
Judge William L. Fagley,
Greenville. Reed concluded
there’s enough evidence for
prosecutors to clearly estab-
lish a case against Ms.
Weaver.

Misko had asked Fagley to
dismiss charges against Ms.
Weaver, including homicide
and attempted homicide, be-
cause she claims her
boyfriend, Ronald Victor
Machado, was the only one
who stabbed Thomas Lorigan,
44, of 183 Ray Road, Greene

BROOKFIELD

GREENVILLE Historic daya racial milestoneWASHINGTON (AP) — A
vast, excited crowd of more
than 1 million bore witness
Tuesday to a transfer of Amer-
ican power like none before it.
The blare of regal trumpets

and thunder of cannon were
familiar. The transition from
Republican to Democrat, and
gray hair to dark, had hap-
pened before.But this was white to black,

a shattering of racial barriers
finally made complete when
Barack Obama made it
through a bumbled oath-tak-

ing, delivered a momentous-
by-definition speech and got
back to being his unflappable
self.

The Democrat who
charged onto the national
scene saying this was not a
nation of red states and blue
states, but the United States,
became president while wear-

ing a red tie, the Republican
color.

Republican George W.
Bush, president no more,
wore a blue tie, the Democrat-
ic color. They embraced at the
Capitol and walked out togeth-
er.

“Everybody is behind him,”

WASHINGTON (AP) —
With one last handshake with
President Barack Obama,
George W. Bush boarded a
helicopter on Tuesday at the
Capitol and began his post-
presidential life, closing a two-
term administration marked
by war, recession and the
biggest terrorist attack on U.S.
soil.

Vice President Joe Biden
gave Bush a brief salute as the
chopper left the Capitol
grounds and headed to An-
drews Air Force Base, flying
over the throngs of supporters
who came to Washington for
the historic inauguration of
the 44th president.The unpopular incumbent

and Obama, who has ascend-
ed to rock-star status even as
he faces daunting and interna-
tional challenges, stood with
their wives on the Capitol
steps smiling and laughing. If
there were any hard feelings
between the incoming Democ-
rat and outgoing Republican,
they weren’t apparent in the
Bush send-off at the base of

the helicopter. The two men
hugged and clasped hands
one final time, sealing the

transfer of power.Bush actually began the

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Joseph Robinette Biden Jr., a
career senator whose foreign
policy expertise, Washington
savvy and sharp-witted style
won Barack Obama’s supreme
trust, became the 47th vice
president of the United States
on Tuesday.The 66-year-old Delaware

man, often long on words and
never short of opinions, be-
came the nation’s second-in-
command on a day of pro-
found change. He is now a
heartbeat from the presiden-
cy, an influential counselor to
President Obama, and one of
the government’s main ambas-
sadors to other global powers.

Joe Biden’s swearing-in mo-
ment was, fittingly, second
billing to Obama’s. But the
significance was not lost and
will soon be felt; Biden’s as-
cendancy ends the con-
tentious and consequential

SenatorJoe BidenassumesNo. 2 spot

Congenial Bush exitswith smile, handshake

Judge
denies bidto releaseWeaver

See BIDEN, page B-2

See DENIES, page B-2

See BUSH, page B-2

Alessa

‘So help me God’

AP

President Barack Obama waves alongside First Lady

Michelle Obama as former President George W. Bush and

Laura Bush wave from their helicopter as they prepare to

leave the Capitol.

AP

President Barack Obama takes the oath of office Tuesday as his wife Michelle holds the Lincoln Bible and daughters

Sasha, right and Malia, look on at the U.S. Capitol in Washington.

Schoolmournsstudent’sdeath

See MOURNS, page B-2

See CHANGE, page B-3

CLOUDY: 24/17Kyle WamboldtMercer Elementary
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