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Did you
know?
According to Remodeling magazine’s
2011-2012 “Cost Vs. Value Report,“
replacement projects perform better in
resale value than other types of remodeling
projects. Siding-, window- and doorreplacement projects all recoup between
69 and 78 percent of their initial costs.

Replacement projects perhaps recoup so
much value because, with the exception of
roofing projects, each of the projects
examined in the report are priced at less
than $19,000. Replacement projects also
tend to rely heavily on durable, lowmaintenance products, reducing the overall
cost of the project while helping owners
eventually regain more of their investment.
In addition, replacement projects are
known to instantly increase curb appeal,
helping homeowners make a strong first
impression with prospective buyers.
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Inexpensive ways to

update a home now

Oftentimes, buying a home opens up a
bottomless pit of opportunities for
projects and improvements. While some
homeowners engage in different repairs
and fix-ups out of necessity, many others
like to freshen-up their spaces out of
personal preference instead of need. But
even the most well-intentioned projects
can be waylaid if budgets are tight.
What many homeowners may not realize
is that there are many ways to make
updates and changes to a home that do
not require a major overhaul or a large
price tag. The following are seven
projects that won’t break the bank.

5
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1. Move around furniture. You may be
able to change the look of a room
without spending any money. Interior
designers know how to arrange furniture
for maximum appeal, but the average
homeowner can do it, too. Find a focal
point in the room and angle the furniture
toward it. Don’t make the focal point the
television, however. Try changing the
placement of chairs and sofas. Simply
moving a curio cabinet from one corner
to another may also make a difference.
2. Add lighting. Lighting at different
levels in the room can create a vibrant
impact. Many homeowners mistakenly
put in a couple of table lamps and think
that will be adequate. However, properly
illuminating a room means varying the
lighting to create different moods at
different times. Plus, more light can
make a room feel more welcoming.
3. Add new pillows or drapes.
Changing a few aspects of a room can
give it an entirely new look. If you want to
add a splash of color but don’t know
what to do, think about incorporating
some new throw pillows or change the
curtains. An accessory here and there in
a bright color also can incorporate a new
hue without it being overwhelming.

6
7

4. Change knobs or small accents.
Give a room a new look by focusing
on the small details. Switch out
cabinet knobs for something updated
and modern. Take inventory of wall
outlets and light switches and think
about selecting new ones that
coordinate with your home décor.
5. Use plants. Empty corners or
spots you’re not certain how to fill
may benefit from a plant. Plants are
inexpensive ways to add instant
color and visual appeal to a room.
Plus, having live plants can help
improve indoor air by filtering out
contaminants. A home with plants
also feels more cozy.
6. Hang new wall art. It may be time

to look at your photos and
artwork and make a few
adjustments. Finding new
prints to hang could
instantly change a room’s
ambience. And you needn’t
spend a lot of money on
professional photography,
either. Grab your camera
and take a few close-up
shots of flowers or take in a
landscape scenery. Many
of today’s home printers
can produce professionalquality prints in minutes.
7. Try a new coat of paint.
After you’ve exhausted
other avenues, choosing a
new paint color may be the
new look you desire.
Painting is one of the least
expensive yet most
dramatic methods of
changing a home’s interior.
With dozens of hues to
choose from, and new
apps that enable you to
take snapshots of things in
nature or in your life and
match them up to a paint
color, you will have scores
of opportunities to explore
fresh new colors for your
home.
When you get inspired to
make improvements to the
home but fear how much it
may take out of your wallet,
consider inexpensive tricks
that can induce a big “wow”
factor.
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Your basement

need not be damp and drab

omeowners hoping to spread their
wings around the house are
increasingly heading downstairs to
create more living space. Whether it’s for
a home office, a home theater room, a
playroom for the kids, or even a laundry
room, more and more homeowners are
turning their dark, damp and dreary
basement into a brighter, more
functional space.
Though what to do with your basement
is up to you, there are certain things
every homeowner should consider
before converting their basement.
• Be wary when painting basement
walls. Painting the basement walls will
be high on your priority list, but you can’t
just use ordinary house paint down
there. Standard house paint might not
look bad initially, but if your basement
ever develops a moisture problem,
standard house paint won’t be able to
prevent water damage. When painting
the walls, use a waterproofing paint such
as DRYLOK, which is both decorative
and waterproof and capable of stopping
water from entering the pores of the
wall’s masonry, preventing water
damage as a result.
When applying waterproofing paint,
keep in mind such paint is thicker than
house paint, so it will take longer to
apply, though its application is just as
simple as that of standard house paint.
Most waterproofing paints can be
applied with a stiff bristle brush or roller,
and you simply work the product into the
surface of the masonry, filling the texture
with the coating. For the best results, the
experts at UGL recommend applying the
first coat with a nylon or polyester bristle
brush, while the second coat can be
applied with a brush or masonry roller.
Two coats are usually sufficient to stop
seepage. However, if seepage is still

H

present after several days, an additional
coat may be necessary. More application
tips are available at www.ugl.com.
• Take your measurements. Larger
items, such as pool tables and
refrigerators, can likely fit into the
basement. But homeowners who have
used their basement largely for storage
should take some measurements before
beginning their basement project or
buying any big-ticket items. There’s no
guarantee that 70-inch projection screen
television or those leather armchairs can
fit through the basement doorway.
Though homeowners will eventually find
something they like that will fit, the
doorway measurements might dictate
that decision more than homeowners
know.
• Brighten things up. Though it might
be best to have a darker or less flashy
basement if the goal is to create a home
theater experience, homeowners opting
for a different kind of basement should
look to brighten things up. Basements
can be somewhat drab, but they don’t
have to be. Latex-Base Masonry
Waterproofer and DRYLOK Extreme
Masonry Waterproofer can be tinted to
create a colorful, decorative and
moisture-free area that’s perfect for
homeowners who want to add some life
to their basement while simultaneously
protecting it from the elements. What’s
more, homeowners who want to
insulate, stud the walls and hang drywall
can rest easy knowing Masonry
Waterproofer is already on the masonry,
protecting the basement from any
moisture issues that might arise down
the road.
When it comes to remodeling a
basement, homeowners are only limited
by their own imaginations.
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Décor & Decorating:

Express yourself
with color

Genevieve Gorder
When choosing a paint palette for
any room, Gorder notes, there are
four key components to ensure
powerful effects while keeping a
harmonious balance: neutrals,
which are the beige or creamiest
versions of any color; the
grounding shades, like blacks,
browns and grays; the highlights,
like the bright white on moldings
and window trim; and the allimportant saturated pops of color
which add life to any room.
“You might want your pop of
color to be a powerful accent
wall,” Gorder continued. “Then,
you can complement it with
neutral upholstery and
grounding accents in the
accessories to balance it all.”

re you courageous when it comes
to decorating your home? Many
of us would like to be as creative
as possible but need guidance to
venture out from the neutrals — and
into something more powerfully
beautiful.
Color is the most important tool in the
toolbox, say experts, who often add
that one of the easiest and most
inexpensive ways to infuse the home
with color is with paint.
“People often feel intimidated by
this type of expression and that’s
why so much of our country is
beige and off-white,” says Genevieve
Gorder, a renowned interior designer
and color expert for Valspar Paint. “We
need to remember that color is a
great balancer in a space; it’s a
juggling act between neutrals,
grounding shades, highlight and
accent.”

A

For additional guidance,
inspiration — and even
liberation — here are this
decorator’s favorite tips.
• If you want to incorporate a trendy
color into your home but feel
intimidated, start small with paint or
décor accents that are inexpensive.
This way, you can always change
your mind if you fall in love with
something new or want to refresh the
look of your room.
• Use the chip rack at your retailer to
find color families and their
complementing shades. A popular
way to find an accent, for example, is
to go a few shades darker in the
same family.
• Feel free this season to express
yourself fully without risk.

Acclaimed interior
designer shares her

top color tips
When designing a home, color
is one of the most powerful
tools to add life to a space,
says Genevieve Gorder, one
of television’s best known
interior designers.
“Painting is one of the simplest
ways to incorporate color into
a home, but people often feel
intimidated by it until they have
some guidance. This must be
why so much of our country is
beige and off-white,” she
laughs.
Take a look at this snapshot of
answers to the most frequently
asked color questions,
compliments of the designer.

Q: How do I use color
to tie a room together?

A: Use the different elements
that make up a color palette in
a way that they balance each
other. It’s a juggling act
between neutrals, grounding
shades, highlight and accent
colors. Having the right
balance among these different
color components is the best
way to tie a room together.

Q: How are accent
colors applied?

A: From the palette, they are
used for emphasis. These
paints are often bold or vivid
and are used sparingly.
However, if you play with the
palette and create balance for

this powerhouse tool, you can
easily paint a whole room in
an accent color.

Q

: Any tips for working
with bold paint shades?

A

: Create a sense of balance
throughout the room, as you
would with any color. For
example, if I put the vivacious
Valspar Luscious Green 60107 (one of my personal
favorites) onto a wall, I would
break up those big planes of
color with enough highlights
(whites and creams) and
grounding colors (grays and
blacks) so that it isn’t
overwhelming. Neutrals would
be chosen for the contents of
the room along with small
sprinkles of an accent color,
like yellow.

Q

: What if, on the first
stroke, we feel the color was
a mistake?

A

: Allow a couple of days to
see how the color looks at
different times of the day and
in different lights, and consider
the feeling it creates in the
room. If after that you still feel
you made a mistake, don’t let
it deter you. Magnificence
comes with risk. A very special
color, one that will give you joy
in that room for decades, is
right there waiting for you to
discover it.
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Simple ways to
give your bathroom a
new look & feel

Replacing old bathroom
tiles with newer ones is
an easy and inexpensive
way to give a bathroom
a new look and feel.

According to the “Remodeling”
magazine’s 2011-12 “Cost vs. Value
Report,” which compares the average
cost for 35 popular remodeling
projects with the value those projects
retain at resale, homeowners can
expect to spend upward of $52,000 on
an upscale bathroom remodel. That
makes a bathroom remodel one of the
more expensive home improvement
projects a homeowner can undertake.
For many homeowners, that costly
price tag is simply too much money to
commit, especially in an economy
where money is still hard to come by.
Fortunately, there are several simple
ways homeowners can give their
bathrooms a new look and feel without
breaking the bank.
• Install a new shower. One of the
best ways to give a bathroom a new
look is to replace the traditional tub
and showerhead with a bigger, more
airy shower. Such showers are
typically found in modern hotels that
boast luxury amenities. Instead of the
tub and slide glass, choose a hinged
door with heavier glass, replacing the
bathtub entirely.

• Add windows and a skylight. Many
bathrooms, particularly those in older
homes, sorely lack adequate lighting.
Adding some extra windows and a
skylight can give a bathroom an
entirely new look, even if you don’t
replace any of the existing features or
fixtures. Sunlight can make a
bathroom more inviting, giving the
room the feeling of a sanctuary that
many of today’s homeowners prefer.
• Add some entertainment. Just like
they offer larger showers with more
room to breathe, many luxury hotels
now ensure guests can be entertained
even while they’re in the bathroom.
Such hotels often feature small
flatscreen televisions that sit behind
the bathroom’s mirror. Guests don’t
even see the television until it’s turned
on. Homeowners can bring this lap of
luxury into their own homes. This is
especially valuable to homeowners
whose bathrooms currently feature
soaking tubs where they can escape
the daily grind with a hot bath and now
even watch a little television while they
soak.
• Replace old tiles. Many
homeowners cite their bathroom’s tiles
as the feature they would most like to
change. Old linoleum tiles give many
bathrooms a dated look that few of
today’s homeowners find appealing.
Glass tiles are growing in popularity,
but those old linoleum or glazed tiles
can be swapped out with porcelain or
stone tiles to give the room an entirely
new look without spending
excessively.
• Replace the toilet. Another easy
way to give a bathroom a new look is
to replace the toilet. Older toilets may
be eyesores and many are not very
eco-friendly, either. A new toilet can
give the bathroom a sleek, modern
look, and since many of today’s luxury
models are low-flow, you’ll also save
money on your monthly water bill
while doing something good for the
environment.
Renovating a bathroom is a top
priority for many homeowners. But if a
full-scale remodel is not within your
budget, there are still plenty of
inexpensive ways to give your
bathroom a new look and feel.

A frameless shower can take up less space in a small bathroom.

Make the most of
small bathrooms
Renovating bathrooms is
commonly at the top of home
improvement to-do lists.
Though some rooms around
the house may remain
timeless, bathrooms, like
kitchens, show their age (and
era) much more easily, which
could be why homeowners
are always on the lookout for
new ideas.
Although many people may
dream about creating a spatype oasis in their homes, not
everyone is lucky enough to
have a large bathroom, much
less a large budget for a fullscale renovation. Small
bathrooms are common,
particularly in older homes,
but they needn’t force
homeowners to compromise
on style when renovating.
Small bathrooms may be a
half-bath on a main home
level or even a full bath,
depending on the home. By

thinking creatively,
homeowners can maximize
their spaces and redo
bathrooms in ways that bring
out their best assets.
• When space is at a
premium, it’s best to look
for fixtures and items that
fit with the scale of the
bathroom. Although you may
want a large vanity and
cabinet in which to hide all of
your toiletries, this simply
may not be practical — taking
up most of the bathroom real
estate. Instead, look for
elegant pedestal sinks that
have a much smaller profile.
They’ll also help you control
the clutter in the bathroom
because there won’t be
anywhere to hide it.
• Use optical illusions to
make the bathroom appear
more roomy. For example,
lay tile diagonally to create
the impression of space. A
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large mirror will reflect the room back and make
it appear much larger than it really is.
• Select lighter hues in paint colors and
accessories. Dark paints and fixtures could
make the room feel cramped. Dark colors are
generally used to make spaces feel more cozy.
In a small bathroom, it may make the space feel
claustrophobic. Instead, think light and bright and
the room will instantly feel more airy.
• Minimize wall hangings and keep fixtures
smaller. Filling the walls with knickknacks may
contribute to clutter and make the space appear
closed in. Use decorative items sparingly.
• If possible, store towels in a closet outside
of the bathroom. This way you won’t have to
devote space inside the bathroom to a closet,
leaving more room for other things.
• While some people like the thought of a
separate bath and shower, in smaller
bathrooms this may not be possible. Instead,
look for a combined shower and bath, or select a
walk-in shower with a much smaller profile.
• Windows are often welcome in bathrooms
because of the ventilation they provide, but
they could be a hindrance in smaller
bathrooms because they take up prime wall
space. Cover a window in a shower stall to free
up space. Just be sure to install a venting fan to
reduce moisture in the bathroom.
• Maximize wall space if you need storage.
Find cabinets that will fit beneath windows or be
able to fit in thin areas between sinks and toilets.
Over the toilet is prime area for cabinetry.
• Consider a frameless shower. This is a
partitioned area of the bathroom that’s set aside
for the shower and is typically only cordoned off
by a thin wall or piece of glass. Or a shower with
no walls at all is the ultimate in space-saving.
The entire bathroom floor is decked out in tile,
and a portion is sloped toward a shower drain.
• Think about installing a skylight if you prefer
natural light, but there is no room for a traditional
window.
Thinking creatively can help turn a cramped
bathroom into a space-saving and well-designed
room homeowners desire.

9

Pros and Cons to acrylic tub systems

Increasing the value of their home is a goal
for many homeowners. Bathroom
renovations are among the more popular
home renovations, and they’re often
beneficial to homeowners thanks to their
impact on a home’s resale value. But
bathroom renovations can be costly and
messy and can disrupt the use of the
bathroom for a week or more, depending on
the scope of the renovation. The popularity
of acrylic tub systems has risen due in part
to their cost and convenience, but some
homeowners wonder if an acrylic tub
system is worth it in the long run?
Acrylic bath liners are custom-fit molds that
are installed directly over an existing tub or
shower and is glued into place. There is
minimal work done in the bathroom, and the
shower can typically be used quickly after
installation.
There are a wide variety of companies that
offer acrylic tub liners and systems, and
many popular nationwide home
improvement centers sell their own
incarnations while also installing the
product.
But there are pros and cons of acrylic tub
systems. In certain instances, they can
meet a homeowner’s needs quite well,
while they may not provide the same
assurance as a traditional shower and tub
replacement for other homeowners. Here
are some of the pros and cons of acrylic tub
liners and systems.

Pros

Cons

One of the primary reasons
people look to these products is
because no demolition is
necessary. Demolition of a
bathroom often means taking
the room down to the studs.
Cemented tile will have to be
broken and removed, and this
usually ruins underflooring as
well. Removing a tub that has
been in place for years can also
be a hassle, one that means
heavy lifting, hiring a plumber to
turn off water supply and/or cut
pipes, and all of the mess that is
left in its wake. Those who are
anxious to have their bathrooms
up and running quickly like the
convenience acrylic liners offer.
Acrylic liners also take some of
the work out of planning the
new bathroom look. They’re allin-one sets that can include the
tub liner and the wall surround.
For those who tend to pour over
details of tile designs and grout
colors, these systems may be
advantageous.
Another plus to acrylic liners is
that they offer immediate
gratification. On one hand, from
start to finish, acrylic liner
installation can take as little as
six hours. On the other hand, a
bathroom remodel can take
many days, and if products are
out of stock or changes are
made, the renovation can
stretch out indefinitely.
Acrylic bath liners are touted for
their durability and longevity.
They may be more durable than
similar fiberglass tubs. And
without grout lines and caulking
around the tub, they may also
be less likely to foster mold and
mildew growth that often
plagues even the tidiest
bathrooms.

What they have in convenience and
ease of installation, acrylic bath
systems lack in other areas.
Depending on the model, they can
be quite costly. You generally pay
more for the convenience of an
acrylic liner and fast installation,
sometimes four times as much as a
traditional bathtub and labor. But
some feel the life expectancy of an
acrylic tub make them a worthy
investment.
Although acrylic is durable and
requires basic care, the material can
also be easily scratched, which can
contribute to the accumulation of dirt
in the scratches. Over time you may
find the tub no longer has that
pristine shine it once did. They’re
also susceptible to staining from hair
dyes and other dark-colored
products, like bath-safe crayons and
markers geared toward children.
Harsh abrasives should be avoided
with many acrylic tubs, which can
make cleaning difficult.
A poorly handled acrylic liner may
crack during installation. There is
uncertainty as to whether or not
they can crack over time from
routine use.
Because the acrylic bath is installed
directly over an existing bath, the
result may be a more narrow bath
and higher tub walls, which can
make the tub less comfortable. The
new tub also may take up a few
additional inches of space. Some
people have concerns of mold
accumulation between the liner and
the old bath.
A professional bathroom remodel,
complete with tile and a new tub,
may have more aesthetic appeal
than an acrylic surround.
Homeowners aiming for aesthetic
appeal over all else may be better
off to avoid an acrylic tub.

10
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Home features that are

disappearing

Extended ceiling heights

here is no denying the profound impact
that the recession has had on the real
estate industry. For the last several
years, the real estate market went from
booming to one characterized by homes
sitting on the market for months on end. New
home sales also have been conservative, and
builders are cutting back on some offerings
that were once commonplace.

T

The National Association for Realtors says
that, despite floundering sales, there are
fewer foreclosed homes available now than in
recent years. Distressed homes —
foreclosures and short sales sold at deep
discounts — accounted for 25 percent of
homes sales in May of 2012. That figure is
down from 28 percent in April and 31 percent
in May of 2011.
While home sales have increased, money is
still tight in the building industry and among
home buyers. As such, instead of over-the-top
features in homes that were once becoming
the norm, builders are now focusing on more
value-conscious designs and offerings. The
list of add-ons also has been reduced.
So what can buyers expect to live without
when buying a newly constructed home?
Here are a few of the common features that
are falling by the wayside.
• Sunrooms: Although the “bring-the-outsidein” movement was once strong, builders are
now focusing on home features that
immediately add value and attract the eye of
buyers. Therefore, they’re putting their
resources into linen closets and laundry
rooms while de-emphasizing sunrooms.
• Extended ceiling heights: It can take a lot

of energy to heat rooms with 15-foot ceilings.
As a result, grandiose family rooms and twostory foyers are less attractive to buyers
focused on saving money. Homeowners want
spaces that are easier to heat and cool.
• Luxury bathrooms: Many private residence
luxury bathrooms rival those found at popular
4-star hotels. But luxury bathrooms are being
phased out in favor of less expensive, more
practical options.
• Outdoor kitchens: Although entertaining at
home is one way to keep budgets in check,
some homeowners have realized they don’t
need a complete backyard kitchen with a
pizza oven and brick fireplace in order to host
guests. According to a survey from the
National Association of Home Builders,
outdoor kitchens are the second least-likely
feature to be included in homes built in 2012.
• Media rooms: Individuals certainly love
their gadgets, but many of these gadgets
have become smaller and more portable. That
reduces the need for giant home theaters and
gaming spaces.
While certain features are disappearing, there
are others that are growing more and more
popular. Dual sinks in kitchens, walk-in
closets, extra storage areas, and hidden
charging stations for devices are likely to
show up more and more in new home
designs.
The design of new homes is changing to be
more budget-friendly and also represent the
changing priorities of home buyers. As a
result, today’s newly designed homes will
likely look much different from homes built
just a few years ago.
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Luxury bathrooms

Media rooms

and more popular. Dual sinks in
kitchens, walk-in closets, extra
storage areas, and hidden
charging stations for devices are
likely to show up more and more in
new home designs.
The design of new homes is
changing to be more budgetfriendly and also represent the
changing priorities of home buyers.
As a result, today’s newly designed
homes will likely look much
different from homes built just a
few years ago.

11

12

Wednesday, October 31, 2012 • CLINTON HERALD

Things to consider

when building
an in-law suite

erhaps thanks to a struggling
economy and an unpredictable
stock market that has resulted in
many retirement nest eggs being
decimated, more and more adult
children are welcoming their aging
parents into their homes. Such living
situations have led to a growth in in-law
suites. In fact, in 2010 the National
Association of Home Builders found that
62 percent of builders surveyed were
working on home modifications related
to aging.

P

In-law suites are often created by
converting a room in the house, such as
the basement or even a garage, into a
livable suite. Such suites can benefit
elderly relatives who might have been
dealt an unforeseen financial blow. But
in-law suites can also benefit younger
homeowners who want to see their
parents more. In addition, when older
men and women move in with their
adult children, they can provide some
necessary relief from the escalating
cost of daycare.
But before building an in-law suite in
their home, homeowners might want to
heed the following tips.

Many seniors are moving in with their adult children to help care
for grandkids and provide some relief from a sagging economy.
motion detecting lamps at
night to reduce risk of falling.
Also, if the suite will be a
separate building from your
house, such as a converted
pool house or detached
garage, install an intercom
system that connects with the
main house so your relatives
can easily reach you in case

of emergency.
In-law suites are becoming
more popular as a greater
number of older adults are
moving in with their adult
children. Such suites can bring
families closer together and
prove beneficial for all parties
involved.

• Be certain it is legal. Making
changes to your home may require
a permit, particularly if your in-law
suite will be an entirely new addition
to your property and not just a strict
room remodel. Contact your local
zoning board to ensure the project
is within your rights as a
homeowner.
• Consider the health of your inlaws when making plans. Many
in-law suites are occupied by aging
relatives who might not be able to
get up and down stairs as easily as
they used to. That makes
accessibility of the suite a top
priority. Typically, it’s best to locate
in-law suites on the first floor, so
relatives won’t find it difficult to get
in and out of the suite.
• Don’t overlook privacy. Just
because your parents or in-laws will
be moving in doesn’t mean they
don’t still value their privacy.
Chances are your relatives will
initially feel as though they are
invading your space and your
privacy, so be sure the suite affords
adequate privacy to all members of
the household. It might be best to
build the suite so it has its own

separate entrance from the rest of
the home. The suite should also
have its own full bathroom and, if
possible, its own kitchen area so
your in-laws can cook for
themselves and entertain their own
guests without feeling like a burden.
A second kitchen is also something
to discuss with a zoning board, as
some locales prohibit having two
complete kitchens in a single
residence.
• Tailor certain amenities to the
elderly. If your in-laws are older,
install certain amenities, such as
grab bars in the shower and
bathroom, during the initial
construction so you won’t have to
make changes down the road.
Install easy-open drawers and make
sure the suite has ample lighting.
• Remember to install safety
features. Safety features like fire,
smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors are a necessity. Make
sure the alarms on each of these
detectors are loud enough so
elderly men and women who have
hearing loss can hear them without
issue. Make sure all walkways
leading to the in-law suite have
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Construction Quick Tip:

Future homes strive to be

energy self-sufficient

Housing and energy experts
call the goal ‘net zero.’ It
represents a building that has
been constructed in such an
energy-efficient way — with
methods and materials — it is
able to produce, on site, as
much energy as it uses over
the course of a year.
“Due to premium construction
efficiency and energy generating
abilities, experiments are already
proving it can be done,” says Todd
Blyth at Nudura, a leading
manufacturer of insulated concrete
wall forms. “The first net-zero
achievable school was opened in
Bowling Green, Kentucky, and more
are breaking ground.

“Even now, the materials you choose
can make a big difference to the
overall efficiency of your home,”
Blyth explained. “If you want the
highest performance, be sure to pay
close attention to decisions for the
walls, windows, roofing, ventilation
and indoor climate control. Those
features in particular assist in the
goal to completely offset energy
consumption.”
Nudura walls are a case in point in
which interlocking concrete forms
are replacing the traditional wood
frame method. The system is known
to builders as ICFs, or insulated
concrete forms.
“Our ICFs consist of pre-assembled
panels, each one stacked,
reinforced, and then filled with
concrete,” Blyth explains. “Once
locked together (like Lego) the
system creates a solid, monolithic
wall reported to be up to nine times
stronger, with far more fire protection
and with far more sound insulation.”
This feature — alongside solar
generation, geothermal heating and
cooling, plus positioning your home
to take advantage of natural light —
are just a few of the features already
available. More details are available
online at www.nudura.com.
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How to improve your home’s curb appeal
Ensuring a home’s primary entryway is welcoming and well-groomed is one way homeowners can improve curb appeal.
en and women who
have tried to sell a
home are likely
familiar with the phrase
“curb appeal.” Curb
appeal is similar to
getting ready for a big
date, only you’re not
dressing yourself up to
make a strong first
impression. Instead,
improving curb appeal
involves dressing your
home up in the hopes it
makes a strong first
impression on
prospective buyers, many
of whom will have a
strong opinion about the
property before they even
get out of their cars to
have a look around.
A home with strong curb
appeal can entice buyers
who are likely to believe
that a home with a wellmaintained exterior is
likely to have an equally
impressive interior.
Homeowners who want
the process of selling
their home to go
smoothly can improve the
property’s curb appeal in
a number of ways, many
of which don’t necessitate
a substantial home
improvement budget.
• Clean up. The most
effective way to improve
curb appeal is to clean up
the property. Many
homeowners are savvy
enough to remove toys
and other items from the

M

yard before showing a
home, but cleaning up
goes beyond removing
clutter from the property.
Make sure all hedges are
trimmed and remove
weeds, sticks and other
debris from any flower
beds. Lay mulch in the
flower beds and garden,
as mulch prevents weed
growth while helping the
soil retain moisture,
resulting in more
attractive gardens to
catch a buyer’s eye.
• Get an “edge” on
other sellers. Edging is
another easy and
effective way to improve
curb appeal. Edge
driveways, sidewalks and
other walkways around
the property, removing or
trimming anything that is
hanging over the
driveway or walkways. If
the boundary between
your driveway and lawn is
not distinct, consider
installing edging
materials such as stone
or bricks. The edging can
be level with the driveway
or elevated, but keep in
mind that elevated
driveway edging can
protect the lawn,
preventing kids from
riding their bicycles onto
the lawn or cars from
driving onto it. Adding
edging is not a very
difficult do-it-yourself
project.

• Take to the trees. Many
homeowners grow
accustomed to overgrown
trees around their
property and may not
notice that low-hanging,
unsightly branches are
hiding the home from
view. Buyers want to see
the house, so take to the
trees and trim any
branches that hang too
low or obscure your
home.
• Clean the gutters.
Leaves and sticks
hanging from the gutters
are a red flag to buyers,
who tend to associate
clogged gutters with roof
damage. Clean the
gutters thoroughly before
putting your home up for
sale and keep them clean
throughout the selling
process. If your property
includes lots of trees,
install guards to keep
twigs and leaves out of
the gutters.
• Make the home
accessible through the
front door. Many
homeowners enter their
home through a side door
or through their garage. If
you fall into this category,
keep in mind that
prospective buyers will be
Get an “edge”
Make sure all
on other sellers.
plants are living. entering through the front
door, so make this area
accessible. Clear any
Be front door
clutter, such as
accessible.
overgrown hedges, away
from the front door, and

consider upgrading the
door handle to a more
modern feature. In
addition, make sure the
lock on the front door
doesn’t stick, forcing the
realtor and buyers to
immediately struggle
before entering the home.
You want buyers and their
real estate agents to get
in and out of the home as
smoothly as possible.
• Make sure all plants,
including flowers, are
living. Dehydrated or
dead plants and flowers
are eyesores, and they
will give buyers the
impression that you didn’t
pay much attention to
your property. Make sure
all plants are alive and
thriving and replace those
that aren’t. You can
replant new flowers or
plants or just use potted
plants instead. When
purchasing new plants,
choose low-maintenance
varieties that appeal to
buyers who want good
vibrant plants but might
not want to put in much
work into the garden.
When selling a home,
homeowners can employ
a number of tactics to
improve their home’s curb
appeal.
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Cost
According to the Do It Yourself Web site, concrete can
cost up to 45 percent more than asphalt to install
generally. But if the price of crude oil is high, and
crude oil is a component of asphalt composition, then
the asphalt could be more expensive. The best way to
compare prices is to get a few estimates for each
material.
Depending on climate, both asphalt and concrete can
be prone to cracking. In many cases, it is more
expensive to mend cracks in a concrete driveway than
in one made from asphalt.

Concrete
vs. Asphalt

Weather compatibility
If you live in a very hot climate, you may want to
choose a concrete driveway. Asphalt tends to get soft
in the heat, which can contribute to grooves and dents
in the surface. Whereas concrete driveways work
better in warm climates than cold ones. Salt used on
roadways can damage concrete, and cold-weather
shrinkage can lead to cracks in the concrete.

Driveways
M

their quality, but most people associate sealing with
asphalt. This should be done every 5 years or so to
prevent the breakdown of the oils in the asphalt. The
first application of sealant should be applied no
sooner than 8 to 12 months after installation to allow
the asphalt to properly cure. Asphalt that is ready for
sealing will start to take on a grayish hue.

Staining
A light-colored concrete can be stained easily from
fluid leaks from the underside of a car or leaves. It
may take powerwashing to remove the stain
adequately. However, stains are much less visible on
dark asphalt.
But asphalt can do its own type of staining. The oils
released from the asphalt can stick to the undersides
of shoes and be carried indoors. If you don’t remove
your shoes upon entering, these oils may eventually
discolor vinyl or tile floors or get imbedded into the
carpeting.

Variety

Asphalt driveways tend to be less expensive to install than concrete.
any homes come with a
driveway. Whether leading to
a garage or not, the
driveway is a convenient place to
park one or more cars. If a driveway
is in need of repair or replacement,
owners often choose between
asphalt or concrete.
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There are certain factors that come
into play when making a decision.
More often than not, cost is a main
consideration and frequently the
driving force behind any driveway
decisions that are made. Until you
realize all of the subtleties behind
these materials, you may not be able
to make an informed decision.

Rate of repair
Despite the cost, some people choose concrete
driveways because they tend to have a longer life with
less maintenance required. A concrete driveway can
last as long as 50 years. Asphalt driveways can last
around 30 years, but if they’re not properly
maintained, may start deteriorating after just a few
years. That’s because asphalt is petroleum-based and
very elastic. If left to dry out without adequate sealing,
the driveway can become brittle and start to wear
away. Concrete driveways can be sealed to preserve

What you see is what you get with asphalt. There
really are no decorative options — it’s merely a simple
and practical driveway material. On the other hand,
concrete can be colored or stamped to provide
designs and aesthetic appeal. If you desire a higherend driveway, then concrete may be right for you.
Both driveway materials will do what they’re supposed
to — providing a durable surface on which to park
your car. If you’re looking for low installation costs,
then you may want to choose asphalt. For the utmost
in durability, perhaps concrete is best.

What’s Your Plan?
Turn your every day kitchen and ordinary bathroom into
something unique and functional. Enlist our professional services
for your next home project and watch your plan come to life.
Counter Top: Granite, Solid Surface, Quartz, and Laminate.
Cermaic Tile: Large Variety. Plumbing Fixtures: Delta and Kohler.

1845 Manufacturing Drive, Suite C
Clinton, Iowa
563.241.1918
Hours: M-F 8am-5pm, Sat. 8am-12pm

Emily, Amber and Leanna.

Come meet our friendly,
knowledgable staff.
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Financing a home

How to save

improvement project
Many people use their credit cards to finance
renovations, but there are better options.
buyers have also plagued
individuals looking to finance home
improvements. However,
homeowners hoping to finance a
project do have options, and not all
of them require stellar credit ratings.

fter years of funny financing
and few limitations on loans,
banks and other lenders have
tightened up their lending policies.
As a result, homeowners
considering a home improvement
project might need to look
elsewhere to secure financing.

A

There are no certainties in the real
estate markets. Though statistics
suggest marked improvement in
home sales over just a few months
ago, many homeowners remain
weary about selling their home to try
to move up to something bigger and
better. The National Association of
Home Builders says many people
are choosing to stay put in their
homes and remodel or make
renovations to transform the house
into something more comfortable.
While there are many worthwhile
home renovation projects, the NAHB
recommends projects that bring
your home up to par with the
neighbors’. It doesn’t pay to
transform your home into the most
expensive on the street — unless
you plan to live there for the rest of
your life. Real estate experts
recommend that a remodeling
investment increases the value of
your house by no more than 10 to
15 percent above the median sales
price in your neighborhood.
When it comes time to finance a
remodel or renovation, you may not
know where to start. Credit
restrictions on home mortgages that
have troubled many would-be

• Borrow against a retirement
plan. Many retirement plans, such
as a 401(k), allow plan members to
take out a portion of the savings to
put toward a home loan. This does
not mean you are taking money out
of the account permanently. Rather,
you are borrowing against yourself,
with repayment necessary in a
certain timeframe. Because these
loans often offer very low interest
rates, and essentially the interest is
being paid back to you, they might
be a good option for men and
women who cannot secure a
traditional loan. However, if you have
been laid off, there may be a shorter
repayment period. Also, the interest
on these loans is not tax-deductible.
• Borrow against other
investments. CDs, bonds or mutual
funds can provide the collateral you
need and earn you a lower interest
rate. Fixed-income investments are
more stable options to borrow
against, as their value won’t have a
chance to decline.
• Apply for a home equity loan.
Many people have heard of a home
equity loan, and it is usually the first
choice when borrowing funds for
renovations. Essentially a home
equity loan is taking out a second
mortgage on your home to pay for
the work you want to have done,
which is based on the equity, or the
difference between the home’s fair
market value and the outstanding
balance of all liens on the property.
The interest on these loans is taxdeductible, which can make this
financing option quite popular.
• Secure a home equity line of
credit. A home equity line of credit,
or HELOC, is another type of home
equity loan. Instead of receiving a
lump sum to use toward renovations
like you would with a traditional
home equity loan, a HELOC is sort
of a credit card type scenario based
on the equity in your home. You are
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given a line of credit, against which
you can buy items. This is good for
intermittent needs, when one large
sum is not needed. HELOCs have a
draw period, during which the
borrower can use the credit, and a
repayment period, during which it
must be repaid. HELOCs generally
have lower mortgage fees at the
start and are generally subject to
the same tax incentives as regular
home equity loans.
• Consider refinancing. Interest
rates on mortgages are at historic
lows. You may qualify to do a cashout refinance, where you borrow
against the value of your home and
create an entirely new mortgage at
the lower rate. Although you will
start your mortgage all over from
day 1 and have to pay closing fees,
this type of refinancing can be more
advantageous to homeowners with
significant equity in their homes.
• Apply for a governmentsponsored loan. The government
may offer programs aimed at
helping individuals who are
underwater on their home loans
borrow money to make necessary
improvements. While the funding
cannot be used to purchase luxury
items, such as a swimming pool, it
can be used for necessities.
Residents of the United States can
explore FHA 203(k) refinance
options and an FHA title 1
improvement loan.

on home
improvement
projects

Homeowners can trim home improvement costs by buying their
own materials before hiring a contractor to complete the project.

ith the economy still
struggling, money is
tight for many
homeowners. That reality can
present a problem to those
who want to improve their
homes without spending too
much money.
The cost of a home
improvement project
depends on a host of factors,
including the scale of the
project and the availability of
materials. Upscale projects
• Discuss financing with your
like a full roof replacement
contractor. Some contractors may
offer financing. Keep in mind that the will set homeowners back a
substantial amount of money.
interest rates may be high, and it
may be difficult to investigate the
security of these types of loans.
Many homeowners also look to
credit cards to help finance some
home renovation projects, but they
should be used as a last resort.
Credit cards typically come with high
interest rates, and while they are
good for some small projects,
financing larger projects on a card
may land you very deep in debt.
Homeowners who choose to stay in
their homes and make renovations
have a host of options at their
disposal to finance those projects.

W

In its 2011-2012 “Cost
vs. Value Report,”
Remodeling magazine
revealed that the
average cost of a such a
project was nearly
$38,000. However, a
smaller project like a
garage door
replacement could be
completed for fewer than
$3,000.
When deciding if a home
improvement project is within
your budget, it’s a good idea

to consult such figures before
choosing a project. For
example, if your home is a
fixer-upper, then one project
may not be more urgent than
another, something that may
allow you to choose less
expensive projects now while
saving money for more
expensive projects down the
road.
It’s also important for
homeowners to know that
figures such as those in the
“Cost vs. Value Report” are
just averages. Some projects
might cost more than the
average, while others might
come in well under budget.
To ensure your project is one
of the latter and not the
former, consider the following
ways to trim costs off your
next home improvement
project.
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• Avoid the DIY movement if you
don’t have adequate
experience. Many homeowners
fall into the DIY trap, feeling they
can pull off a project without hiring
a professional contractor. While
this is an option for those
homeowners with home
improvement experience, it’s an
approach that’s best avoided by
those without such experience.
Homeowners who decide to go it
alone on a home improvement
project should know that mistakes
are costly. One mistake could
have you paying for the same
materials twice: once when you
begin the project, and then again
when you need to hire a
contractor after your efforts didn’t
work out. A failed DIY project also
costs you time, something
homeowners hoping to sell their
homes post-project cannot afford
to waste.
• Hire the right contractor. The
best contractor for the job won’t
necessarily be the one who
comes in with the lowest estimate.
The right contractor will know how
long a project will take and what
the materials will cost. The wrong
contractor, who might lack the
experience of his competitors,

might make empty promises that
ultimately cost you more money
via overrun costs. Find a
contractor who comes highly
recommended and is willing to
provide references and show you
his or her past projects like the
one you’re hiring him or her
undertake. If you hire the wrong
contractor, the project may never
be completed and you may find
yourself in court, where the money
you had budgeted for home
improvements is being spent on
lawyers instead.
• Consider supplying your own
materials. If you diligently
research your project, you should
be able to buy the materials
yourself, even if you plan on hiring
a contractor to do the work. Some
contractors mark up the materials
as a means of padding the bill. If
you research the project and learn
about the materials you want to
use, you can save a substantial
amount of money buying those
materials yourself and then hiring
a contractor.
• Don’t overlook recycled
materials. Buying recycled
materials is another way to reduce
home improvement costs.
Bathroom fixtures, doors, flooring,

and lighting are just a few of the
materials that are commonly
recycled and resold at a fraction of
the cost of new materials. Shop
around for stores in your area or
peruse the Internet for recycled
materials. Homeowners
undertaking a replacement project
rather than a remodel might even
be eligible for tax breaks if they
donate their old materials.
• Choose projects that provide
more bang for your buck.
Another way to save is to choose
projects that provide a strong
return on your investment. The
“Cost vs. Value Report” compares
the cost of popular remodeling
projects with the value those
projects retain at resale. If money
is a motivating factor behind your
project, choose a project that will
get you the most money back at
resale.
While the economy has not
necessarily been kind to the home
improvement industry, there are
still plenty of homeowners looking
to improve their homes. Savvy
homeowners can do just that and
save some money along the way
by putting a few strategies to work
for them.

Did you know?
According to TGB
Enterprises in Burlington,
Ontario, kitchen
renovations are the most
popular home
improvement projects.
Renovating a kitchen is a
great way to increase the
value and also the
functionality of a home.
The National Kitchen &
Bath Association's latest
market report says that,
in the first three months
of 2012, the number of
homeowners who started
a kitchen renovation was
up more than 50 percent
from the previous quarter.
A kitchen is a central
gathering place and is
one of the most popular
family gathering spots in
the house. With
traditional dining rooms
being eliminated in favor
of open, eat-in kitchens
and entertaining spaces,
more attention than ever
is now placed on a welldesigned kitchen. The
average remodeling
budget for a kitchen

renovation exceeds
$30,000. But there are
ways to keep budgets in
check.
• Do some of the work
yourself to reduce
money spent on labor
costs.
• Consider laminate
flooring and counters,
which will look like real
stone but at a fraction of
the cost.
• Skip custom cabinetry
in lieu of stock units.
They’re more attractive
than ever before and
don’t require the wait
time of custom-ordered
cabinets.
• Choose less
expensive, mid-range
appliances that may
function better than or
equal to high-end
models.
• Plan layout accurately
and spend time
reviewing your designs.
Late changes in a
remodel can quickly eat
up a budget.
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Things to consider before

Professionals who might

refinancing your mortgage

any homeowners
are finding now is
a great time to
refinance their mortgages.
Lower interest rates and
legislation aimed at
helping owners whose
mortgages are underwater
have encouraged
homeowners to take
advantage of these
opportunities, which might
not come along again.

M

likely paid points on your
initial loan, but points
when refinancing aren’t
necessarily fully
deductible like they were
the first time around.
Additional fees can
include an appraisal fee,
inspection fee, closing fee,
and other fees that, when
added up, can cost
homeowners a substantial
amount of money.

But before refinancing a
mortgage, it’s wise for
homeowners to examine
their credit ratings and
take the steps necessary
to ensure they get the
best rates possible when
refinancing.

Another thing
homeowners should study
before deciding to
refinance is no-cost
refinancing. No-cost
refinancing is a bit of a
misnomer, as you might
not pay closing costs if
yours is a no-cost
refinancing, but you will
avoid those costs at the
expense of a higher
interest rate on the
remainder of the new
loan. Since many
homeowners refinance
their mortgage specifically
to lower their interest
rates, no-cost refinancing
might not be in their best
interests.

• Get your credit report.
Many people know they
can access their credit
report once a year for
free. However, what those
same people might not
know is that there are
three agencies that keep
track of your credit, and
you can access reports
from each one for free
once a year. So that’s
essentially three free
reports per year.
Homeowners who want to
refinance their mortgages
should stagger the reports
so they don’t receive all
three at the same time.
This allows you to show
how much progress you’re
making on improving your
credit over the course of a
year.

• Stop paying bills late. If
you routinely pay your bills
late, especially credit card
bills, then you almost
certainly won’t get the
lowest interest rate when
refinancing your
mortgage. Make all credit
card, utilities and
installment loan payments
on time. Once you’ve
established a lengthy
pattern of paying bills on
time, then that might be a
good time to visit your
bank and discuss
refinancing your
mortgage.

Spreading out your credit
reports also makes it
easier to address any
errors that may appear.
For example, if your first
credit report shows an
outstanding balance on a
given account, then you
pay off that balance, that
payoff should be reflected
on your second report if
you allow ample time
between the payoff and
when you place the order
for your second report. If

• Don’t open new
accounts. If you have a
bad credit history, don’t
open any new accounts,
especially if you still have
outstanding balances on
existing accounts. Pay
existing accounts down
completely before you
even consider opening a
new account. Once
balances are paid in full,
then you might shop
around for a new credit
card. Many people with

the second report does
not reflect up-to-date
activity, consult the credit
reporting agency and
have the issue corrected.

high outstanding balances
have high annual
percentage rates, so once
you have paid down
balances on those cards,
you’ll be in a better
position to apply for a card
with a lower APR.
Once you have addressed
your credit score, there
are some things you
should know about the
refinancing process. First
and foremost, don’t expect
the process to be free.
The Federal Reserve
notes that it’s not unusual
for homeowners to pay
anywhere from 3 percent
to 6 percent of their
outstanding principal in
refinancing fees. Fees
vary depending on where
an applicant lives, but you
should expect to pay an
application fee, a loan
origination fee and points.
Points are a percentage of
your mortgage loan, and
there are two kinds you
might have to pay. Loandiscount points are a
one-time fee that you’re
paying to reduce your
existing loan’s interest
rate. Some lenders also
charge points to earn
money on the loan. You
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In some instances, nocost refinancing may
simply include the
aforementioned fees in the
new loan. This means the
fees are added to your
loan’s principal. You will be
repaying them with
interest over the life of the
loan. In such instances,
many homeowners simply
prefer to pay the
refinancing fees upfront,
but that’s a decision for
each individual to make.
Many homeowners are
taking advantage of lower
interest rates and
refinancing their
mortgages. But before
doing so homeowners
should repair their credit
and determine if
refinancing is truly for
them.

help you get a mortgage

The process of buying a home
can be intimidating, especially
for those men and women who
have never before owned their
own homes. Nowadays, more
homeowners are choosing to
get preapproved for mortgages
before they begin searching for
a home in an effort to make the
home-buying process go more
smoothly when they find the
home for them.
One of the first things buyers
must do when seeking
preapproval is find the right
mortgage lender. There are
many different ways to find a
mortgage lender who will fund
your home loan. Prospective
homeowners would be wise to
familiarize themselves with
mortgage lenders before
beginning the preapproval
process.

The following are a few
terms prospective home
buyers should know
before they begin the
process of buying a home.
• Retail lender: These are
lenders who will reach out
directly to prospective home
buyers. Retail lenders include
banks with loan officers in local
branches, though many banks
are also wholesale lenders.
• Wholesale lender: A
wholesale lender is one who
funds a mortgage acquired
through a mortgage broker. A
wholesale lender will buy the
mortgage from the broker after
the broker has found the
customer and processed the
loan.

• Mortgage broker: Mortgage
brokers are essentially
matchmakers. A mortgage
broker will examine a
prospective buyer’s finances
and then work to find the buyer
a lender who can provide him
or her with the best rate and
terms. The broker may charge
buyers a fee, but the broker will
earn the bulk of his or her
money when the buyer is
matched with a lender.
• Mortgage banker: A
mortgage banker will fund the
loan initially. But mortgage
bankers often sell the loan to
secondary lenders. Many men
and women might be familiar
with Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, both of which are
secondary lenders. A mortgage
banker will borrow money from
the a bank to fund the initial
loan, then repay that bank if
and when the loan is sold to a
secondary lender.
• Portfolio lender: A portfolio
lender is typically a credit union
or community bank that uses
deposits from its customers to
fund loans that it will keep in its
portfolios.
• Loan officer: Loan officers
can be very helpful to buyers,
helping them through the loan
application process and
offering advice on finding a
mortgage that best meets a
customer’s needs. A loan
officer may be referred to as a
mortgage consultant or a home
loan consultant, and many will
earn a commission on the loan
once it is finalized.
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Creating a multipurpose

three-season room
space that serves as
an indoor-outdoor
transitional area in a
home can be a valuable
living space. Screened-in
porches are often attractive
to buyers, but are typically
not as popular as a room
that can be used once the
warm weather has passed.
Certain features of a
home can increase a
home’s resale value.
According to
BankRate.com, a light,
airy and spacious feel is
one characteristic that
prospective buyers find
very attractive. Richard
Gaylord, a member of the
executive committee for
the National Association
of Realtors, says, “I
haven’t sold many homes
that aren’t bright and
airy.” Even the popular

A

home improvement
television network HGTV
touts brightening up a
home as a way to
increase its value.
A bright, well-lit room helps
people feel more cheerful
and relaxed. To easily
achieve more light and
space, consider the addition
of a three-season-room.
When paired with energyefficient new windows, this
space can make a welcome
addition to just about any
home.
A three-season room is
often called a sunroom or
extended season room. It is
not to be mistaken for a
four-season-room, which is
fully insulated and generally
has heating and air
conditioning just like the
rest of the house. A threeseason room does not have

these amenities, but it may
be used year-round with the
help of a portable heater.
There are many
advantages to threeseason rooms.
• A room with regular
windows can make the
space more comfortable.
This allows for the use of
screens in warmer months
— letting in air and sounds
of nature. When the
temperature drops, the
windows can be closed to
help insulate against the
cold.
• Three-season rooms can
add much-needed extra
floor space to the home.
• These rooms can also
serve as a transition
between the house and the
yard, which is a good way to
reduce tracking dirt and
debris.

Quality Sales & Service Since 1977
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• They reduce the
discomfort of sitting
outdoors among pesky
insects.
• A three-season room
lets in more sunlight
through windows or
skylights, possibly
reducing home energy
costs as a result.
• The three-season room
enables those suffering
from seasonal mood
disorders to extend their
time spent in the sun.
• A three-season rooms
is often the ideal place
to entertain company
because it tends to be
bright and cheerful.
Handy homeowners may
be able to convert an
existing porch into a
three-season room or
build one from scratch or
assemble the room from
a premade kit. However,
those homeowners who
prefer to leave the work
to someone more
experienced can hire a

contractor.
Before getting started, it
is best to contact the
local building and
permits office to
determine which building
codes for the new room
must be met. While
screened-in porches
may be adequate with a
certain level of
foundation and structure,
rooms that will be using
glass panels or standard
windows may need
some modifications to
make them safe. Apply
for the necessary
permits and have the
work inspected to be
sure it is legal.
Where you locate your
sunroom may depend on
the direction of the sun
or the space you have
on the property.
Consider your landscape
and property lines
before doing any
building.
You may have to reframe

certain parts of the room
if you are converting a
porch to a sunroom. Be
sure to use materials
that will accommodate
the addition of heavier,
thicker glass or
windows.
Many homeowners find
weatherproofing the
room is a good idea.
Use construction-grade
materials you can
commonly find at home
improvement centers.
Wrapping the room in a
material that guards
against heat, humidity
and moisture will ensure
a more comfortable
environment once
construction is complete.
Building a three-season
room can add
substantial value to your
home and create
another family-friendly
space.
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How to

close your
pool for the
season
fter a summer’s worth of memories and
fun in the sun, pool owners know it’s
time to close their pool for the coming
fall and winter seasons.

A

As the leaves begin to change color and the
air starts to grow a little more crisp,
homeowners turn their attention to winterizing
their pools. The goal is to begin the work
early on so that you’re not facing the hassle
of leaves all over the ground or in the pool.
Many times, closing the pool requires a team
effort, so enlist the help of a spouse, friend or
family member before beginning the process.
The first thing that is essential to winterizing
the pool is having all of your equipment
ready. Depending on the type of pool you
have, this equipment can vary. But have all
tools, winterizing chemicals and water plugs
at the ready. Although inground pools and
above-ground ones have similar winterizing
steps, there are a few differences between
the two and it is important to be aware of the
differences.
Thoroughly vacuum the bottom of the pool

and clean the walls. You want to remove as
much organic material, such as algae and
dead insects, as possible prior to covering
the pool so that there is a higher propensity
the water will be crystal clear next spring or
summer when you reopen the pool.
Once the pool has been vacuumed and
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cleaned, backwash the filter to remove any excess residue.
Remove plugs or open drain ports on the filter and let all of
the water flow out of the filter. Give the filter components,
including skimmer baskets, a good rinse with water and allow
them to dry.
Next, disconnect the pool’s pump and filter. Everything should
be totally drained of any water. With an above-ground pool,
remove intake and output hoses and drain. For inground
pools, use an air compressor or a shop vacuum to blow out
any residual water from the return pipes, and then promptly
plug up the ports.
Some people prefer to plug-up the skimmer return as well
and leave the water level of the pool as is. However, it is also
possible to drain the pool water level below the skimmer level.
Put duct tape or use some other blockage method on all

Establish a home
fire safety plan
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exposed pipes or openings to the pools to prevent anything
from getting inside — this includes any insects and rodents
looking for places to set up winter camp.

when the pool is running. Thoroughly mix granulated
chemicals to prevent them from settling on the liner and
causing stains.

While some people keep their filters disconnected and
outdoors for the winter, the pump should be moved into a
garage or shed. Do so with the filter if you have room in order
to better safeguard the equipment.

The cover should be placed on the pool and properly
secured. This is where an extra body comes in handy so that
the cover can be maneuvered easily. In above ground pools,
an inflated pillow is often used to alleviate ice expansion and
prevent the walls of the pool from splitting. It is not to keep
rainwater from accumulating on the top of the cover.

Homeowners should also test the pool water chemistry and
adjust the pH, calcium hardness and total alkalinity according
to recommended levels. Then prepare to add the desired mix
of chemicals to the pool to sanitize it for the season. Most
people use a combination of algaecide and chlorine as their
winterizing chemicals. However, if the chlorine level is high
enough, algaecide may not be necessary. Raise the chlorine
to shock level — much higher than the recommended level for

People rely on fire and smoke detectors
to help keep them safe in their homes.
Though fire and smoke alarms are
effective, a firm fire safety plan that will
keep everyone calm should a fire occur
could make the difference between life
and death.

The U.S. Fire Administration says
that more than 3,500 Americans die
each year in fires, while roughly
18,300 more men, women and
children are injured each year.
Cooking accounts for the greatest
percentage of residential fires, followed
by arson. Dryer vent fires are also a big
concern. FEMA says that smoke, rather
than the fire’s flames, is responsible for
75 percent of all deaths by fire.
In addition to physical injury and material
damage, fires can cause a host of
problems. Psychological distress,
monetary damages and loss of pets may
come with fires. Loss of irreplaceable
personal items is also a concern.
Although fires can be devastating, they’re
also highly preventable, and smoke
alarms and a home fire safety plan are
two precautionary measures everyone
should take.
Creating an evacuation plan doesn’t have
to be complicated. Such a plan can be
established in a few minutes and then

Store all of the pool equipment for the winter season, and
during the cold weather, periodically check the cover, air
pillow and water tubes for any damage.
Although closing a pool is not terribly difficult, it can be for
those who have never owned a pool in the past. When in
doubt, it is best to consult with a pool service.

reinforced through practice every so often
to keep everyone fresh on what to do.
• Begin by assessing the layout of the
home. Figure out the two best exits from
the home.
• If your home doesn’t have two doors,
invest in a fire ladder so that one of the
windows can be a point of exit.
• Know how to gain access to the exits,
including the best path to take to avoid
injury. It’s a good idea to consider a few
different scenarios. A kitchen adjacent to
the upstairs staircase may become
engulfed in flames and make exit by way
of staircase impossible. Just because you
have doors to the outside doesn’t mean
they’ll present the best type of exit.
• Sketch out the layout of the home and
the escape plan. Smoke can make it
difficult to know up from down. Be sure
everyone can reach the exits even if
vision is obstructed. Try it with your eyes
closed.
• Check fire alarms routinely, and change
batteries at least every year.
• Make sure windows can be easily
opened if they are an exit point.
• Make note of who will be helping
children or the elderly out of the home.
• Establish a place where the family will

meet outdoors. This area should be far
enough away from the home so that
everyone will be safe from smoke, flames
and falling debris. Fires may ignite fuel
explosions, so be sure the meeting spot
is a good deal away.
• Children should be instructed to run to
the meeting spot immediately without
waiting behind for anyone to catch up. No
one should reenter the home after
arriving at the meeting spot.
• Do a few practice runs so that everyone
will be accustomed to getting out quickly.
• While in most cases it is better to
escape and let the fire department
extinguish a fire, in the event of a small
fire, occupants may be able to stanch it
with a personal fire extinguisher. Follow
the acronym PASS to properly put out
the fire.
PULL the pin in the extinguisher.
AIM the nozzle or hose at the base of the
flames.
SQUEEZE the trigger.
SWEEP the foam across the fire base; do
not just aim in one place.
Fire safety is very important. In
conjunction with smoke alarms, a fire
safety plan can help everyone get out
alive.
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