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CLINTON — Eco-conscious
homeowners looking to remodel
have two new options that offer
style and affordability while
causing minimum impact on the
environment. Recycled leather
tiles and recycled glass tiles
come in a wealth of styles and
colors, and are made using
renewable materials.

According to Amber Lind of
Clinton’s Kitchen and Bath
Inspirations, today’s homeown-
ers are looking for stylish options
that won’t break the budget, and
keep the emphasis on the envi-
ronment.

“These days, the use of green
products is increasing,” Lind
said. “If you can use something

that looks good and helps the
environment, it’s always nice to
use it.”

Lind, who recently opened
Kitchen and Bath Inspirations

with partner Leanna Geffers, at
1848 Manufacturing Drive, Suite
C, says recycled leather and
recycled glass tiles are both
offered at the store on a special

order basis, and can be stocked
within seven to 10 days. She says
recycled leather and recycled
glass tiles can be used in numer-
ous applications and offer lots of

options. 
Lind and Geffers have a com-

bined total of 26 years of experi-
ence, with Lind a recent graduate
of the interior design program at
Kirkwood Community College
in Cedar Rapids, and Geffers a
self-taught designer with more
than 20 years in the field. The
two both work with clients every
step of the way, from concept
and design to construction.

According to Lind, recycled
leather tiles are made from 65
percent post-industrial recycled
leather, which is collected from
furniture and shoe tanneries. The
leather is ground to shreds using
stones, and then the leather is
mixed with water, natural rubber
and Acacia wood bark, which is 

Going green beautifully
Recycled glass
tiles, available at
Clinton’s Kitchen
and Bath
Inspirations, can
be used anywhere
stone or ceramic
tiles can be used,
including bath-
rooms, kitchen
backsplashes,
showers, steam
rooms and swim-
ming pools. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF

ORIGINALSTYLE.COM

GREEN, continued on 7



rapidly renewable. The leather
pulp is then formed in sheets, and
mechanically processed for size,
color and texture.

Lind says the tiles, which are
manufactured by a company
called EcoDomo, that specializes
in ecologically-friendly, green
architectural products, offers the
tiles in four textures, including
Buffalo, Crocodile, Natural and
Rustic. The tiles come in several
colors, and can be custom tinted
to match any color. Sizes range

from 6 by 6 inch square to 24 by
24 inch square, and 6 by 12 inch
rectangular to 12 by 24 inch rec-
tangular. The recycled leather is
also available in rolls.

According to Lind, the recy-
cled leather tiles install like a
vinyl or cork floor, and are natu-
rally sound absorbent. Ideal loca-
tions include office floors, walls
in media rooms, closets, or chil-
dren’s rooms, or on stools or
headboards. Lind cautions that
because of the natural softness of
the tiles, they are not recom-
mended for use in high traffic
areas.

Once installed, the tiles are
durable and long lasting, and can

be easily maintained with regular
vacuuming, and an occasional
waxing. 

Lind says that recycled glass
tiles are one of her favorite items
to work with. The tiles are
sparkling and iridescent, and
come in limitless color options.

“They come in any color you
can think of,” Lind says. “They
add that extra pop to any room.”

The glass tiles are made using

a blend of leftover recycled
glass, and offer a unique, con-
temporary design. Lind says the
glass tiles have been popular
among clients, and can be used
anywhere stone or ceramic tiles
can be used, including bath-
rooms, kitchen backsplashes,
showers, steam rooms and swim-
ming pools.

Lind suggests cutting costs by
mixing the glass tiles with 12 by

12 inch traditional tiles. The
glass tiles come in 12 by 12 inch
mesh sheets made up of 1 by 1
inch individuals tiles that can be
separated into any pattern.

“We use the glass tiles alot in
our designs,” Lind said. “They’re
really becoming a big thing.”

Lind says Kitchen and Bath
Inspirations also offers low-flow
toilets that conserve water, and
bamboo flooring that is made
using renewable sources. She
feels that the national trend
toward using ecologically-
friendly products is catching on
in the Clinton area.

“I see the green products
becoming more and more popu-
lar with clients,” Lind said. 

Kitchen and Bath Inspirations
is open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on
Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon.
Evening appointments are avail-
able by request. For more infor-
mation or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call 241-1918.

HOME IMPROVEMENTWWW.CLINTONHERALD.COM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2008 | 7

Beat Old Man Winter

TODAY!

Clean & Check or
upgrade your

Heating System

“It’s Hard To Stop A Trane.”

to the Punch!

(563) 242-4563
524 3rd Avenue So., Clinton, IA

Quality Sales & Service Since 1977

★ 24 Hour Service
Call Today-Don’t Delay

Recycled leather tiles install like a vinyl or cork floor and are
naturally sound absorbent. PHOTOS COURTESY OF ECODOMO.COM
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By Adrian Sainz
AP Real Estate Writer

Here’s a do-it-
yourself job for the
bathroom that may
appear harder than it
actually is:
Replacing or adding
a medicine cabinet.

The mirrored bath-
room cabinet is a
bathroom multi-
tasker. functioning as
a storage space, hid-
ing place, and beauty
and grooming sta-
tion. It’s a handy
accessory, but you
don’t have to be a
handyman (or
woman) to install
one.

You can buy one at
a home improvement
store for about $100,
or go to a specialty
store and get a high-
end cabinet for more
than $1,000.

“It’s one of those projects that
you say is going to take you all
day, and you do it in an hour,” said
Karen Collins, marketing commu-
nications manager for Broan-
NuTone LLC.

Medicine cabinets can be
affixed to the wall or be recessed a
few inches inside the wall.
Recessed cabinets allow for better
ease of movement around the van-
ity because they don’t stick out as
much as those hung on the wall.

Medicine cabinets are generally
about 31⁄2 inches deep.

“When you bend over to brush
your teeth or wash your face, you
could whack your head on it” if it
protrudes too far, said bath design
expert Abbey Schaefer.

Replacing an existing medicine
cabinet involves less work than
installing a new one, to be sure.
For replacement jobs, homeown-
ers should make sure that their

new cabinet matches the length

and width of the rough
opening of the old one. The
old cabinet usually can be
easily removed by simply
removing screws that held
it in place and pulling it out.

Find a friend or relative
to help you, because some-
one will have to hold the
cabinet steady while the
other person screws it into
the wall.

Mirrored doors can open
either to the left or to the
right. When you buy a new
medicine cabinet, make
sure you know which way
it swings open to avoid
walls and ensure full range
of movement.

When installing a new
recessed cabinet, the most
important step is to make
sure there is no plumbing
or electrical wires in the
wall before you make the
hole. If there is plumbing,
you will not be able to
work in that space unless

you move it, which is costly.

“If you don’t know what’s
behind the wall, make a little hole
and check in there to see if you
are hitting anything,” Collins
said.

Recessed cabinets are mounted
on wall studs, and many of them
have mounting screws installed
through the inside of the cabinet.

Wall-hung cabinets can easily
be screwed into the two-by-fours

inside the wall, allowing for sta-
bility. Drywall alone will not hold
a wall-hung medicine cabinet.

When choosing a cabinet, find
one whose frame goes well with
the colors of the bathroom. Also
decide if you want glass shelves
or metal ones. Broan-NuTone
even offers a locking medicine
cabinet, at a cost of around
$218.
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Tips for replacing a medicine cabinet

This undated photo provided by Kohler shows
their Purist natural lavastone countertop, Purist
Wading Pool wet surface lavatory, Purist mirrored
cabinet with integral Laminar faucet and slide-out
wood shelf and Purist wall-mount cabinet. AP

PHOTO/KOHLER



By Emery P. Dalesio
AP Business Writer

HIGH POINT, N.C. — The
arid landscape of a furniture
industry in a slump has found
one of its few oases by targeting
customers too young to buy.

One of the industry’s most
promising niches are children
under 18, said insiders gathering
this week at the twice-yearly fur-
niture trade show in High Point,
N.C. The younger generation is
seen as an underdeveloped mar-
ket for bedroom furniture, even

though consumers are worried
about their jobs, loans are hard
to get and falling home sales
mean fewer families are buying
furnishings.

“Kids furniture is doing very
well. We’re having lots of kids
and you can’t exactly lay them
on the floor,” said industry ana-
lyst Jerry Epperson with invest-
ment bank Mann, Armistead and
Epperson.

More children, coupled with
social changes encouraging sep-
arate bedrooms for kids, means

consumers are expected to
increase their spending on youth
furniture by more than 23 per-
cent between 2007 and 2012,
creating a $6.3 billion market by
that year, according to market
research compiled by Kids
Today, a trade magazine that
covers the youth furniture busi-
ness.

The U.S. Census Bureau esti-
mates that by 2010 there will be
nearly 75 million under-18s in
the U.S., about 24 percent of the
total population of 310 million.

To be sure, it’s the 83 million

Americans in the prime furni-
ture-buying years of 25- to 44-
years-old that are expected to
remain the industry’s bread and
butter. These up-and-coming
adults are establishing their first
homes after landing real jobs,
marrying and starting families,
or moving to take a new job.

“You always want to go after
the people who are changing
their residences,” said Don
Essenberg, chief marketing offi-
cer for Magnussen Home
Furnishings.

Nevertheless, it was children’s
furniture that offered some sol-
ace in Stanley Furniture Co.’s
otherwise disappointing finan-
cial results. Though company-
wide sales were down 25 percent

in the third quarter, the downturn
in the Young America division
was “fairly modest” and remains
“pretty healthy,” Stanley chair-
man and chief executive officer
Albert Prillaman said in a con-

ference call.
The vice president for

Stanley’s Young America divi-
sion, Kevin Walker, said while 
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Children’s furniture sales a bright spot

Buyers Bill and Terry Downs (right) look at an expandable youth
bedroom set at the Stanley Furniture showroom with Tobey
Fisher, left, during the International Home Furnishings Market
in High Point, N.C., on Oct. 20. One of the industry's most
promising niches are children under 18, said insiders gathering
this week at the twice-yearly furniture market. AP PHOTO/CHUCK

BURTON
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parents can postpone buying a
dining room set until economic
times are better, “if you’re
expecting, you’re going to have
to buy a crib.”

“When a toddler comes to the
point where it’s time for a bed
— wants a big-boy’s bed or a
little-girl’s bed — it’s tough to
say no to your children,” Walker
said. “That’s what’s sustaining
the business.

Children’s furniture sales are
steady, and that’s catching the
attention of retailers, who are
feeling the slump in larger and
broader furniture products for
the rest of the house.

“It’s getting (retailers) to the
point where they say, ‘well,
that’s a business category I need
to get into. But sofas, dining
room sets and all that have been
their mainstay,” Walker said.

Other large producers of adult
furnishings that have moved
strongly into children’s furni-
ture include Lea Industries, a
division of La-Z-Boy Inc.;
Broyhill Furniture, a division of
Furniture Brands International;
and Legacy Classic Furniture.

Powell Co., based in Culver
City, Calif., has been manufac-
turing youth furniture for
almost half of its four decades.
Kids furnishings represent
about half of the company’s
sales, and sales of its youth fur-
niture are up by 45 percent this
year compared to a strong 2007,
said Tom Liddell, senior vice
president of sales.

But the company’s overall
furniture sales “are not that
shining,” he said.

At the High Point Market,
Powell showed off youth bed-
room sets with themes inspired
by cowboys, pirates, comman-
dos and princesses. It also fea-
tured a bedroom set launched
last year made with fiberboard
covered with a glossy, durable
white paint that allows children
to write on them with dry-erase
markers. A six-drawer dresser
sells in retail stores for $700,
while a desk is $500, Liddell
said.

“It’s not the cheap stuff like
the race-car beds. It’s substan-
tial stuff,” he said.

A lot of middle-class moms
don’t want the lowest-priced
bedroom furniture for their
children, just like many
demand pricey sport strollers
with titanium frames and

ergonomic handle grips. In the
same way, American house-
holds tend to assume each child
will have his or her own bed-
room, with their own furniture,
Liddell said. The days when
the family gathered in a family
room to watch the home’s sin-
gle television are long gone.

“Now, everybody has their
own shows with cable, their
own games, their own commu-
nications and their own desk.
The cocooning phenomenon is
what’s driving youth furniture
sales,” Liddell said. “That’s
what’s happening for us.”

Strolling through the show,
interior designers Terry and
Bill Downs said their clients
are often Baby Boomers who
want advice on buying furni-
ture for their grandchildren, or
want to outfit a guest room for
when grandchildren come to
visit them.

“It’s a growing segment of
our business,” Bill Downs,
who with his wife run
Thistledown Interiors in Camp
Hill, Pa. “Years ago it was a
commodity product. You’d just
go to the furniture store and
just get it. ... The industry has
created the depth and that has
created the need for people like
us.”

CHILDREN
Story continued from 9

An expandable youth bedroom set is shown at the Stanley
Furniture showroom during the International Home Furnishings
Market in High Point, N.C. AP PHOTO/CHUCK BURTON



By Eileen Fleming
For The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — On a
sliver of a demolished chunk of
the Lower Ninth Ward is a clus-
ter of modern homes being read-
ied for the return of families.
Here is cutting-edge design in an
unlikely landscape.

The state-of-the-art, energy-
efficient residences were
designed by prominent archi-
tects and experts brought togeth-
er by the Make It Right founda-
tion, driven by actor Brad Pitt.
The homes stand next to con-
crete slabs that are all that is left
of houses bashed sideways by a
levee break during Hurricane
Katrina three years ago.

Solar panels adorn the new
houses’ roofs. Concrete columns
hoist some of the homes several
feet up off the ground, which
remains vulnerable to flooding.
Walkways of permeable con-
crete will allow rain to flow
through, instead of pooling up;
it’s hoped that the material could
end storm runoff and ease pres-
sure on the city’s pumping sys-
tem.

Inside the homes, walls are
sealed with sprayed insulation.
The drywall is made without

paper, so it will dry quickly and
resist mold. Windows are made

to withstand hurricane-force
winds and don’t need to be
boarded up before a storm. The
solar panels probably wouldn’t
survive a 200 mph wind, but the
homes should.

“The idea is that (after a
storm) families have a house to
come back to,” said Make It
Right’s executive director, Tom
Darden. “The difference
between having to replace your

solar panels or having to replace
your home is night and day.”

Sitting in their car, watching
the construction crews finishing
up, are Lloyd and Rosemary
Griffin, who will be moving in.
They’ve spent many hours
watching the construction of this
house, which is replacing the 
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This undated photo provided by Make It Right shows a home
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energy-efficient residences were designed by prominent archi-
tects and experts brought together by the Make It Right foun-
dation, driven by actor Brad Pitt. The homes stand next to con-
crete slabs that are all that is left of houses bashed sideways by
a levee break during Hurricane Katrina three years ago. AP
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one they moved into after
Hurricane Betsy in 1965 — the
house that Hurricane Katrina
washed away as they watched
from a neighbor’s roof.

“When the house left, it left
with everything,” said Rosemary
Griffin. “We have nothing to
remember that house, not even a
picture. It got in the middle of
the street and went past us.”

That four-bedroom home is
being replaced by a two-bed-
room, 11⁄2-bath house stocked
with energy-efficient appliances.
The new house is only a little
smaller that its predecessor, but
the power bills are expected to
drop by 75 percent.

Lloyd Griffin said that’s sig-
nificant: The couple lives on a
fixed income and had been pay-
ing an average $300 a month on

energy before Katrina.
A key consultant in Make It

Right’s Lower Ninth Ward proj-
ect was architect William
McDonough, whom Vanity Fair
magazine ranked No. 71 in its
latest list of 100 Leaders of the
Information Age. McDonough’s
“cradle to cradle” philosophy
holds that buildings can produce
their own energy and ultimately
leave no ill effects on the envi-
ronment. His other projects
include Ford Motor’s River
Rouge turf-covered truck plant
in Michigan, and a building at
Oberlin College in Ohio that
produces more energy that it
uses.

McDonough’s adviser for the
Lower Ninth Ward project is
Katherine Grove, who said ener-
gy independence “doesn’t have
to be rocket science.” There are
three basic principles, she said:
Make sure there’s daylight in
every room, insulate according

to climate and reduce water
loads.

Green homes don’t have to be
new, she said. Reusing materials
is especially beneficial in urban
areas so long as the building’s
shell is safe. Salvaging old win-
dows and frames, for instance,
can be an efficient and attractive
way to bring light through interi-
or walls. Old mantles and other
ornamental touches can add
beauty.

But it’s important, Grove
added, to make sure that recy-
cled items are safe from toxic
chemicals, such a lead paint.

In New Orleans, Darden said,
the new houses incorporate
some tried-and-true design ele-
ments used in the area for gener-
ations. Ceilings are high.
Windows can be opened to bring
in cool breezes. Porches are
shaded.

Added to that are the solar
panels, and geothermal systems

that can cool and heat using
underground circulation.

To the Griffins, however,
what’s most important about the
new house is that it will be their
own. They’ve been staying with
family in New Orleans, and are
anxious to get settled.

“We were born and raised
here. This is where are roots are.
We know no other place,”
Rosemary Griffin said.

Across the street is a two-
story, four-bedroom home that’s
nearly ready for their neighbor,
Gloria Guy, to move in with her
son, daughter-in-law and five
grandchildren. The 1,900-
square-foot yellow house is 8
feet off the ground, with solar
panels and other energy-efficient
features.

Guy said that energy bills at
the house where her family has
been staying in New Orleans
have been running about $500 a
month. At the new house,

they’re expected to be less than
$100 a month. That helps make
it possible for her to move back
to the neighborhood she consid-
ers home.

“I had time to pray and time to
think about it and I made my
mind up to come back because I
have more memories here,” she
said. “I know my neighbors. We
were very close.”

About a mile from the Make It
Right project is another energy-
efficient residence, the first of
five planned houses to be
accompanied by an 18-unit
apartment building and a com-
munity center. The Global Green
Holy Cross project, like the
Make It Right project, aims for
energy self-sufficiency.

Birgitta Bisztray of Global
Green USA takes visitors on
tours of the house. 

GREEN
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All the electricity comes
from the 28 solar panels on its
roof, she said. And knowing
their house will have power
when storms knock out public
systems is reassuring for resi-
dents, she said.

“It’s important to continue
life as normal,” Biszstray said.

The second floor has a deck
that offers city views and a roof
garden.

Interiors feature non-toxic
materials, such as paint with
low VOC (volatile organic
compounds) and natural-fiber
carpeting. Bathrooms feature
dual-flush toilets. Windows are
double-paned. Appliances are
Energy Star whenever possible.

Among those touring the
state-of-the-art home are
groups refurbishing some of
the thousands of residences

damaged by Katrina. A
Brookings Institution study
found that as of March 2008,
the city was dealing with
65,000 blighted properties or
vacant lots. It estimated that
before the storm there were no
more than 15,000 such proper-
ties.

Yet another project, about
four miles from the Global
Green house, involves about
100 homes being fixed up by a
group called NOLA 100. It’s
funded by the Salvation Army,
Clinton Foundation,
Americorps and Hope Has a
Face.

Keith Canfield has been
managing the renovation of a
duplex for 85-year-old Cloteal
Conn, whose home sustained
major damage in Katrina. Conn
also lost $73,000 that she gave
to a contractor who disap-
peared.

Canfield notes that meeting
energy-efficient standards can

be pricy, and he aims to make it
more affordable. A dual-flow
toilet, for instance, can cost
several hundred dollars; his
crew installed one for less than
$100.

His $30,000 budget has
included expandable foam
insulation, a solar hot-water
system, new windows, bamboo
floors, and a ductless air condi-
tioning and heating system. “It
cost 20 percent more but will
save thousands,” he said.

Keeping energy costs low
“can make or break someone’s
recovery,” Canfield said.

“And the greenest thing you
can do is renovate a house. It’s
the right thing to do.”

■
On the Web:
http://www.makeitrightno-

la.org/
http://www.globalgreen.org/

neworleans/holycross/
http://www.nola100.org/
http://www.mcdonough.com/

NEW ORLEANS
Story continued from 12

Have fun
fixing up
the mud
room
By Melissa Rayworth
For The Associated Press

American homes often have
lovely front entrances that
homeowners never use.

Sure, we greet visitors at the
front door. We hang a wreath
there and make it look welcom-
ing. But our own daily comings
and goings tend to happen
through the back door or garage
entrance, if we have one.

In many homes, that back or
side entrance leads into a “mud
room” — a small area where we

kick off our boots and stash our
umbrellas. Mud room entrances,
says designer Mallory Mathison,
are also called “family
entrances” or “friends and fami-
ly entrances.” These convenient
but often sloppy spaces are ones
we only allow our nearest and
dearest to see.

Even if they’re organized,
mud rooms tend to be utilitarian
spaces with plain, pale walls and
tile floors.

But what if the mud room got
a little attention? By reorganiz-
ing your mud room and filling it
with colors and objects that lift
your spirits, say interior design-
ers, it’s possible to improve the
start and end of every day.

Efficiency is crucial, but so is
style. Fortunately, you can get
an infusion of both without
spending much money.

Every mud room is different. 

MUD, continued on 14
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Dreaming Of New Flooring?
Now’s The Time To Buy!

Been putting off replacing your worn flooring? Don’t wait
any longer! We’ve put over one hundred colors and styles
of Mohawk carpeting, tile, ceramic and hardwood on sale
now!There’s never been a better time to buy! Hurry in today
and check out the great selection of Mohawk flooring.

N O Payments
N O Interest

until January 2010

3 miles north of Bellevue, just off Hwy 52 on 308th St.

563-872-4723
Hours: Mon. 9-5, Tue. 9-7, Wed. 9-5, Thur. 9-7, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 8-12

NO Payments

NO Interest
until January 2010

In some homes, there isn’t
even a defined mud room —
rather, part of the garage or hall-
way or an alcove near the back
door serves as the transition
space between indoor and out-
door. Either way, says designer
Brian Patrick Flynn, that space
can be fine-tuned to work for
you.

■

EVERYTHING IN ITS
PLACE

In reevaluating a mud room,
says Mathison, “storage is the
number one thing you’re looking
at. Coats, leashes, backpacks,
ballerina bags ... you need a des-
ignated spot for each family
member.” Built-in cubby holes
are ideal, she says, but that can
be expensive. You can get the
same effect from other
approaches.

If you’re worried about the
space looking cluttered, designer
Janine Carendi suggests using a
cabinet with closed shelving to
hide its contents. Be sure,
though, that you’ll actually open
doors and drawers to put things
away.

“Most people won’t use it if
it’s closed,” argues Flynn. “I
tried, myself. I had a really cool
retro credenza that I had refin-
ished. All I would ever do was
leave stuff on top.”

He recommends open storage,
such as shelves lined with bins
or baskets. Use one main basket
for dropping basics like your
purse, keys and mail as soon as
you get home. It beats carrying
these items into the house and
potentially losing track of them.

Walls often go unused in mud
rooms: Spend just a few dollars
on hooks or pegs on which to
hang keys, jackets and bags.
Family members can each have
their own hooks, perhaps color-

coded, so no one ends up search-
ing the house in the morning for
essential gear.

Shoe storage is also important.
Flynn suggests keeping your
most frequently worn shoes in
the mud room, rather than the
bedroom. Kick them off as soon
as you enter, he says. You’ll
always know where to find
them, and you’ll protect the
floors in your home.

Consider adding a bench with
storage underneath, says
Mathison. Sit on it to remove
your shoes, then open it and toss
the shoes inside.

The mud room is also a great
place to keep a dry erase or cork
message board for communicat-
ing with family or housemates.
If everyone uses that entrance,
you can be sure they’ll see their
messages immediately.

■

EXPRESS YOURSELF
Although mud rooms tend to

be drab, they’re the perfect spot

to indulge in bold colors and
gutsy design. It’s a fairly private
space and you don’t spend much
time there (though some mud
rooms do double as laundry
rooms), so bright shades of paint
or large graphic prints won’t get
overwhelming.

Decorate with whimsy:
Display your children’s art-
work, says Mathison, or let
them paint a mural on one wall.
Carendi added vintage rackets
and umbrellas to one client’s
entryway for a dash of glamour.

“Raid your garage,” Flynn
says, to find unique decorative
pieces. “I tend to find older,
sometimes rustic pieces perfect
for the mud room since this
room gets a ton of wear and
tear, as do the items that go in
it.” He located an old manual
typewriter in a client’s garage
and used it to add charm to a
tabletop. “Intersperse things
that give you warm memories,”
he says, with the really func-

tional stuff.
And don’t forget to add a mir-

ror. It’s practical, says Carendi,
and will make a small space
seem larger.

■

WHAT’S UNDERFOOT?
A mud room floor has to be

durable and easily cleaned, but
that doesn’t mean tile or
linoleum are your only options.
These designers recommend
using a machine washable rug
or carpet remnants to add
warmth and color. If the space
already has wall-to-wall carpet-
ing, Carendi recommends
adding a washable rug on top.

Again, consider prints and
bright colors that will lift your
mood.

The cost may be lower than
you think: “A lot of carpet com-
panies, if you’re getting a wool
area rug done, they’ll bind a
couple of remnants for next to
nothing,” says Mathison. “You
just have to ask.”

MUD
Story continued from 13
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Member

FDIC

24-hour ATM and Drive-up only:  3200 Lynn Blvd., Sterling
(Next to the old Wal-Mart)

110 E. Fourth Street 821 First Avenue 410 East Lincolnway 413 N. Galena Ave. 402 S. Galena Ave.
Sterling, IL. Rock Falls, IL. Morrison, IL. Dixon, IL. Dixon

626-0614 626-0614 772-7256 288-3327 288-3327
122 Main Avenue, Clinton

(563) 242-9111
247 7th Avenue South, Clinton

(563) 242-9111

By James and Morris Carey
For The Associated Press

The basement of the house we
grew up in had a clanking furnace,
rumbling water heater and banging
pipes. Damp, dark and musty, it
housed boxes and boxes of canned
goods and who knows what else.

As children, we were too scared to
venture down there much.

Ghouls and goblins aside, howev-

er, a basement also can be scary
when it comes to home mainte-
nance. Basements are vulnerable to
intrusion by water, damage by rot,
and structural pests such as termites.
Many provide easy access to rodents
and insects. Most house a maze of
exposed plumbing pipes, heating
ducts and exhaust flues. Since by
design basements tend to leak, one
of the most important components in
a basement is a sump pump.

As Halloween and cold weather
approach, it’s time to turn attention to
the basement and the various sys-
tems it houses. Here are some tasks
that can make for a safer, more com-
fortable home, without frightening
leaks, squeaks or monster utility
bills.

1. Have your furnace inspected
and serviced by a professional heat-
ing contractor. Make sure it is oper-
ating safely, and also that you’re get-

ting the best bang for your energy
buck. The pro will adjust burners,
check the thermostat, change filters,
confirm pressures, and perform
other cleaning and maintenance.

2. Leaking heat ducts can be a
major source of energy loss. 

Look for separating ducts at joints
and connections to equipment.
Though duct tape is excellent for
many jobs, sealing leaking ducts is
not one of them. Pros use a heavy

metallic tape or a paint-on elas-
tomeric sealer.

3. Insulation around heat ducts is
an important part of their efficiency.
If the ducts are old, the insulation
may contain asbestos, a health haz-
ard. The Environment Protection
Agency recommends that
asbestos-containing building
materials are best left alone when
in good condition and not crum-
bling. 

Taking the scare out of your basement
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New Kitchen!New Kitchen!
Welcome to Your

BRINKMANBRINKMANBRINKMAN
BUILDING CENTERBUILDING CENTERBUILDING CENTER

915 2nd Street, Fulton, Illinois
1-815-589-3100 • 1-800-232-3353

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00; Saturday 8:00-4:00; Sunday Closed

Do you long for a beautiful,
functional kitchen that makes
cooking a pleasure and brings
the whole family together? We
can make that vision a reality
with custom remodeling. We
offer the finest in cabinetry,
countertops, fixtures and
design services to create the
perfect recipe for your new
kitchen.

Visit our showroom and
view the quality workman-
ship that has earned us
our  solid reputation for
over 60 years.


