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In January 1841, the
Legislature appointed three
commissioners, from Cedar,
Scott and Jackson counties,
to find a new location for the
county seat. The spot they
choose was first named
Vandenburg and later
DeWitt.

The commissioners bor-
rowed $200 and sent it to the
Dubuque land office in the

care of the sheriff to register
the new location.

Despite having lost its role
as county seat, in 1852
Camanche was the chief
town of Clinton County, hav-
ing reached prosperity as var-
ious railroad and bridge
schemes were attempted.

That enthusiasm worked to
create a rapid growth in pop-
ulation, business, industry
and construction. Grain and
pork were bought in large
quantity for shipment on the
river. There were lumber
mills, farm implement deal-

ers and a steady commercial
fishing industry. 

The first county fair was
held in Camanche in 1859.

Then, on Sunday, June 3,
1860, all of the growth and
activity came to a sudden
stop. Without warning, two
fierce tornados united south-
west of DeWitt and bore
down on Camanche.

In two or three minutes, the
tornado killed 29 people and
left 76 seriously injured and
38 missing (32 bodies were
later found). Three hundred
of the 350 homes in town

were destroyed, along with
29 businesses, two hotels and
two churches. Horses, cows
and whole buildings simply
disappeared.

Sources: “History of
Clinton County, Iowa, a 1976
Bicentennial Project” of the
Clinton County American
Revolution Bicentennial
Commission and “Pathways
to the Present in 50 Iowa and
Illinois Communities,” writ-
ten and self-published by
Julie Jensen McDonald of
Davenport
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Camanche Days 
Camanche Days is held the weekend

of the first full week in August. The
Camanche Days celebration features
complete family entertainment, a
parade, carnival and fireworks. 

A Little Prince and Princess contest

DAYS, continued on 78
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This is the year of theÒQUARTERÓ
Make ANY bolt, a dead bolt. Save 25¢ per yard. Watch for other ÒQuarter Specials!Ó

5341 Avenue of the Cities, Moline, IL 61265
Take Hwy 84 South. Go West on Avenue of the Cities- (kitty-korner from K-mart)

Hours: M-F 10am-5pm, Sat. 10am-2pm or Call 309-762-9673 or Toll Free at 1-800-735-9673
Email: quiltoz@sbcglobal.net ¥ Website: www.quiltsbytheoz.com Harlene Rivelli, Store Owner

ÒHang Out With HarleneÓ
Every 2nd Saturday of the Month at 10am, 11:30am or 1pm
NO CHARGE, NO RULES... DROP IN, DROP OUT CAMARADERIE
You will get a FREE pattern at each session for a 
ÒBirthday BloomsÓ quilt. If you miss a Saturday, you can buy 
the pattern for that month for only 25¢. SEE YOU THERE!

ÒYOUR FABRIC DESINATION FOR      QUILTERS AND SEWERSÓ

Fabric ¥ Patterns ¥ Books ¥ Notions

}

will be featured as will a
Prince and Princess contest
and a Miss Teen contest. A
Senior King and Queen con-
test is also scheduled. The
Camanche Classics 5K run,
kids fun run and Diaper Derby
will be contested with golf,
tennis and softball tourna-
ments on tap. Pool, arm
wrestling, co-ed sand volley-
ball and other events are
among the fun things to do. 

The 30th annual Camanche
Fireman's Pancake Breakfast
will be served. 

Further information may be
had calling Linda Cundiff
(president), at 259-1209;
Orren Thompson at 259-8166;
or Dave Maze Jr. at 259-9124. 

Contact: Linda Cundiff
(563) 259-1209
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