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VOTED #1 THE RIVER CITIES FOR TV SALES & SERVICE 2011

1212 3rd Street, Fulton, IL
800-680-6024 or 815-589-3010

vanstv.net
Open Monday thru Friday 9am to 5pm; Saturday 9am to Noon
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Stop in to see our wide selection of TV’s & entertainment centers.
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$899
70” Sharp LED LC70LE732U

$2499

Toshiba 55”
LED/3D 55TL515

$229

$1299

������������������� �	������������� �������������������

Toshiba 19” TV/DVD 19SLV411U
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40” Sharp LED LC40LE820UN 46” Seike LCD LC46G82

$499$399
40” Seike LCD SC402TT

$799

50” Toshiba LED 52L5200
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We CREATE the RIGHT Door For YOU!
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Greet Guests With

a Touch of Glass
The trend of using decorative
glass to create dramatic
entryways continues to grow
as homeowners choose to
stay in their homes longer and
remodel for extended
personal enjoyment. Adding a
“touch of glass” with a new
front entry door can be one of
the most effective and
economical ways to enhance
a home’s curb appeal.

Beyond aesthetics, a new
entry with decorative glass
can add value to the home.
According to a national home
valuation study conducted by
Therma-Tru® and TNS, an
independent research
organization, simply installing
a new entryway door has
been shown to increase the
perceived value of a home by
more than $24,000 on
average.  

Manufacturers offer a wide

array of choices for entryways
incorporating decorative glass
doorlites, sidelites and
transoms. These choices
allow homeowners to create a
custom look for the home
while making a statement
about the homeowner’s
personal sense of style.

The recently-introduced
Avonlea™ and Maple Park™
decorative glass options from
Therma-Tru (available at
www.thermatru.com) are
perfect examples of the
beauty decorative glass can
add to the home. With its fluid
lines and free flowing leaf
pattern, the Avonlea glass
package is inspired by nature
and features bronze water
and clear baroque glass with
black nickel caming. The
Maple Park decorative glass
option creates a peaceful,
comforting design element for

the home. With its water and
granite glass married with
clear bevels and a soft arc,
the Maple Park glass creates
a Craftsman-inspired look,
well suited for all types of
homes.

Entryway systems that
incorporate decorative glass
also offer the added benefit of
allowing more sunlight into the
home without energy loss,
making for a more attractive,
more energy-efficient interior.
Some of the most stunning
designs are available in
impact-rated versions that
provide added home security
and protection from severe
weather conditions, such as
high winds and heavy rain.
Other decorative glass
options include vented
sidelites to allow both air and
natural ventilation into the
home. Decorative Avonlea glass in an energy-efficient fiberglass entryway.
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PLUMBING 

and HEATING
MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL

HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8AM - 4:30PM 
CLOSE WEEKENDS (563) 242-6815
301 SOUTH 2ND ST. CLINTON, IOWA

McKee & Son
Lumber Co.

���� ������������ ��� �
��������������

�������
������	��������
���!���������

CCaallll 881155--225599--22115555
�����������
��������	
�

OOPPEENN MMOONNDDAAYY--FFRRIIDDAAYY 77::3300--44::3300;;
SSAATTUURRDDAAYY 77::3300--NNOOOONN

If you could design
your dream window,

what would it be?

Come in today and be inspired by all the
latest Marvin has to offer.

Simple ways to

soundproof a home

Advancements in technology have made it easier
than ever before for homeowners to create a mini
movie theater in the comfort of their own homes.
The affordability of home-theater systems and big-
screen televisions, once deemed a luxury only

available to the super-
wealthy, has made it
possible for everyone to
enjoy theater-style
entertainment at home.

But one thing that can put
a damper on those home-
theater plans is external
noise. Movie theaters are
soundproof so customers
can’t hear noise from the
nearby freeway or their
fellow moviegoers
“oohing” and “aahing” in
the theater next door.
Private homes, however,
are not so soundproof, so
homeowners must take it

upon themselves to soundproof their homes to
create the ultimate home-theater experience. The
following are some of the ways homeowners can do
just that.

• Add some layers of drywall. An extra layer or

two of drywall will block sound coming from
neighboring rooms. Simply add a layer or two of
drywall to the existing wall.

• Install double-paned windows. If it’s noise from
outside the home that’s ruining your home theater
experience, then consider installing double-paned
windows with acrylic frames. Such a job can be
costly, so if it’s going to be a budget-buster, then
sound-deadening drapes are a cheaper alternative
that can also be effective.

• Decorate the home with sound-absorbent
items. Another way to soundproof a home is to
decorate the house with sound-absorbent items.
Furnishings with substantial cushioning, carpeting
and fabric on the walls will each absorb sound,
reducing the transfer of sound from room to room.
Upstairs rooms should be carpeted to further reduce
the transfer of sound.

• Install soundproofing tile on ceilings.
Soundproofing tile on ceilings is another effective
way to reduce the transference of sound from room
to room and keep external noise out of the home-
theater room. 
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Lead Paint Hazards and
Older Windows

If your home was built before 1978
and you still have the original
windows, it’s time to seriously
consider replacing your windows —
especially if you have young children
or a pregnant person living at home.

According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the routine
opening and closing of windows in
homes built prior to 1978 can disturb
lead-based paint around the windows,
causing paint dust and chips to be
released into the air. These lead
particles are so potentially dangerous
that the EPA now requires contractors
to be trained and certified before they
can perform any renovation, repair or
painting projects that may have
previously applied lead-based paint.

“Research indicates that the everyday
activity of opening and closing
windows creates friction that then
allows invisible lead dust to enter the
air,” says Rick Nevin, a consultant to
the National Center for Healthy
Housing (NCHH). “Young children,
who crawl on the floor where the lead
dust has settled, can be especially at
risk. Toddlers put their hands in their

mouths … and after playing on the
floor near a window, they can easily
transfer the lead dust into their
mouths. The ingested lead travels
through the bloodstream to a child’s
developing brain, causing many types
of neurobehavioral damage.”

According to Nevin, one of the most
important long-term investments a
homeowner can make for the overall
safety of a family is to replace older
windows, using the EPA-approved
lead safe renovation guidelines.

“Replacing older windows is one of
the best ways to reduce lead risks,”
says Nevin. “Make sure to use only a
contractor that is certified in lead-safe
work practices and strongly consider
the use of ENERGY STAR® qualified
windows, like the vinyl replacement
windows offered by Simonton
Windows®. These windows are a
healthy choice for replacing older
single-pane units. They’re energy-
efficient and a good value for the
investment.”

“We advocate that replacing older
windows coated with lead-based paint
with vinyl windows is a sensible step
for homeowners who want to create a
healthier home environment,” says
Gary Pember with Simonton
Windows. “We believe Rick’s research
substantiates the replacement of all
windows coated with lead-based paint
as a way to dramatically help reduce
lead dust within that home.”

Nevin explains that, according to his
research funded by the National
Institute of Health (NIH), homeowners
need to understand there are four key
steps to completing a “lead-safe
window replacement strategy” for the
home. 

“First, they advise replacing all single-
pane windows with ENERGY STAR
qualified windows,” says Nevin.
“Second, stabilize any significantly
deteriorated paint. Third, perform
specialized cleaning to remove any
lead-contaminated dust. And finally,
perform dust wipe tests to confirm the
absence of lead dust hazards after the
clean up.” 

Research results can be obtained at
www.ricknevin.com/windows.

Vinyl windows are a healthy choice when
replacing older single-pane units.

Window guards 
save kids’ lives

The weather is warming and that means
windows are being opened to let in fresh
air and warm breezes. The advantages
to open windows are many. But one
particular disadvantage is the safety
hazard open windows present to young
children.

More than 5,000 American children are
injured each year after falling out of
windows, says the Center for Injury
Research and Policy at the Nationwide
Children’s Hospital in Columbus. Two-
thirds of these children are toddlers, and
a quarter of all injured are hurt seriously
enough to require hospital admittance.
Montreal Children’s Hospital says they
treat roughly 10 children a year who
have fallen from a window. Due to
toddlers’ high center of gravity (a head
that is particularly heavy), most topple
over and land head-first, which can
have devastating effects.

Falls from windows can cause serious
injuries and even death. However, the
accidents are largely preventable. Many
recall the tragic 1991 incident when
musician Eric Clapton’s son, Conor, fell
to his death from an apartment 49
stories up in a Manhattan highrise.
Conor, age 4, allegedly darted past a
housekeeper who had left the window
open after cleaning and fell out of the
window. The song “Tears in Heaven”
was subsequently written by Clapton for

his son.

Children are often insatiable in their
curiosity and desire to see what is
happening in the world around them.
Goings-on outdoors can be fascinating,
and it is not farfetched to see children
leaning up against windows and
screens to get a better view of outdoors.
A window screen can easily dislodge
and provides no barrier from a fall. 

Parents and guardians of young
children should add window protection
to the list of safety gear they use to
childproof a home. There are many
varieties of window guards that attach to
windows and provide a measure of
security against falls. Some of these
safety devices are bars or grills that
install into place but can be easily
removed by an adult in the event the
window needs to be used as an
emergency evacuation point. Window
gates can be used on larger, swing-out
windows to form a barrier for children.
There are also locks and latches that
restrict how much a window can be
opened.

Some areas of the country have made it
law to have window guards on second
story windows where children under age
10 are in residence, particularly highrise
apartment buildings. Even falls from
ground-floor windows can cause
injuries. It’s important to check with a
landlord or with a municipal office about
the requirements with regard to window
guards.

In addition to the installation of window
guards, there are other safety steps that
help prevent window-related falls.

• Keep furniture away from windows.
Children can climb on the furniture and
have better access to windows.

• Keep beds away from windows,
especially in a child’s bedroom. Children
may horse around on a bed and bounce
through an open window if the bed and
window are not far apart. 

• Routinely inspect the hardware and
construction of the window to ensure it
is secure. Periodically check the fit of a
window guard to make sure it is properly
installed.

• Do not open windows wide in
children’s rooms. A few inches is all
that’s needed for fresh air.

• Make sure children know they are not
allowed to play next to open windows or
to try to climb up to windows.

Windows can be a safety hazard for young
children. But window guards can prevent
falls.
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Liphardt Construction, L.L.C. • 563-593-1303
Authorized Dealer

Built By
Menonite
Craftsmen

• Buy
• Rent To Own
• Quality Materials

• Quality Constuction
• Many Styles & Sizes

To Choose From

Signs that termites might be invading your house

(ARA) - Termites live to eat. Their hunger
causes $5 billion worth of damage each year
in the U.S., damage most homeowner’s
insurance doesn’t cover. In fact, a colony
can devour a foot of 2-by-4 wood in only six
months. And since termites are masters at
going undetected, they can destroy entire
support beams before you discover their
presence. That’s why it’s so important to
know what to look for.

The warning signs of termites

Most termite species like to stay
underground and within walls, where it’s
dark and damp. Here are some signs to look
for:

• Mud tubes - The easiest sign to detect.
These pencil-width paths lead from a nest
directly into your home and make it easy for
termites to avoid sunlight. Check the

surrounding land, any crawl spaces and your
basement.

• Swarms - Reproductive termites grow
wings and fly during spring and fall. Check
for this type of termite and the wings they
shed.

•  Piles - Drywood termites leave sawdust-
like piles around windowsills and cracks in
woodwork or beams. You might also see
what looks like collections of dirt at the base
of walls and in corners.

• Weakened wood - Long, thin cracks and
sagging can be signs that wood has been
hollowed out by termites. (Holes in wood are
not commonly caused by termites, and may
be a sign of beetles or carpenter ants.)

What a termite control professional can
do for you

Termite professionals have years of
experience and expertise when it comes to
using the right treatment method for your
unique situation. Different techniques are
required based on the location of termite
activity, the type of foundation you have and
even the number of porches and patios. And
just because the obvious signs of an
infestation aren’t there, such as mud tunnels
or splitting wood, it doesn’t mean that
termites aren’t. There are a number of
professional termite control products on the

market today, including DuPont Altriset. It
works by paralyzing the mouths of termites
within hours of exposure, stopping further
damage immediately. 

Your risk and how to reduce it

Risk level varies, largely depending on
where you live. However, there are common
measures that will make your home less
appetizing to termites.

• Termites like moisture - Eliminate water
in gutters and puddles or any other areas
where water might gather on or near your
home. Repair any plumbing or drainage
problems. Laying down plastic barriers in
crawl spaces, basements and attics will help
keep them dry.

• Don’t provide termites with extra food -
Remove lumber or freestanding wood from
the base of your home. Don’t plant trees too
close and clip away any vegetation, such as
shrubs, that might be touching the
foundation or walls.

• Damp spots and cracks are an open
invitation - Check outdoor faucets and
gutters for leaks and ventilate humid crawl
spaces. Repair cracks and holes in the
foundation with caulk, closing off termite
entry.

• Don’t take any chances - Have your
home inspected each year by a professional.

It doesn’t take long and can mean early
detection - saving you time and money.

A smart way to protect your investment

By mimicking a substance found in certain
tree bark, DuPont Altriset paralyzes the
mouths of termites to stop them from feeding
within hours of exposure. It also clings to
their bodies undetected and enhances social
behavior so that it is spread quickly
throughout the colony. Your home is termite-
free within three months and protected for
years to come. To learn more about how
Altriset works and how it can help protect
your home, visit Altriset.com. Knowledge is
power, especially when it comes to termites.

A termite colony can devour a foot of 2-
by-4 wood in only six months,
according to Michigan State University
research.

Early detection is the best way to
protect your home.
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Promote safety
around the home

In the classic film “The Wizard

of Oz,” Dorothy famously

uttered the phrase, “there’s no

place like home.” Now, several

decades later, that sentiment

remains very dear to people’s

hearts. 

While  homes are
sanctuaries for many
people, a home can be
dangerous. The U.S.
Home Safety Council
states that every year,
nearly 20,000 people die
and 21 million medical
visits are needed due to
home accidents in the
United States. The
Huron County Health
Unit says that the
majority of injuries that
occur in homes in
Canada are attributed to

falls. The same can be
said for those living in
the United States.

The elderly and children are

the age groups most

susceptible to home accidents.

Research by the Harvard

Medical School has found that

accidents and the chance for

fatalities increases

dramatically over the age of

65. However, accidents can

occur in any age group, and

making safety changes around

the house is a proactive step

to avoid accidents. Here are

some of the common injuries

that occur around the home.

• Slamming fingers in doors

and windows: For small

children, severe injuries —

even amputations — can

result from slammed fingers in

doors and windows.

• Falls: Falls, especially down

the stairs, cause more trips to

the emergency room than any

other accident in the U.S.

• Cooking injuries: Burns and

scalding from cooking top the

list of injuries at home. Cuts

from a knife while preparing

food are also leading dangers.

• Electrocution: All it takes is a

faulty outlet or a frayed cord to

provide a shock, one that can

prove fatal.

Safety items

In some towns, cities and

provinces, laws mandate a

home be equipped with certain

safety items. Others are smart

choices to have on hand.

Although not all injuries

around the home can be

foreseen, the majority of them

are preventable. With a

combination of certain safety

items on hand and

precautionary actions, home-

related injuries can be

reduced.

• Fire extinguisher: This can

be kept on hand for minor

fires.

• Smoke alarm: These alert to

the presence of smoke, which

could be indicative of a home

fire.

• Carbon monoxide alarm:

These alarms are a necessity to

detect carbon monoxide, a

colorless, odorless gas that can

cause death if inhaled in high

Smoke
alarms are
a vital part
of home
safety.
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No Cost Delivery & Set Up of Your Stone

Portable engraving on site if rock or stone
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amounts. Carbon monoxide alarms

are frequently installed by furnaces

and bedrooms.

• Adequate lighting: Since falls

are so common, having lights on

landings and entryways can

alleviate falls due to the inability

to see. 

• Radon detectors: Another gas

that is difficult to detect by smell

or sight is radon, which may be

leaching from surrounding soil

into a home, particularly

problematic on the lower level of

a home.

• Wire organizers: Bundles of

wires behind televisions and

other electronics can be tripping

hazards and cause shocks or

electrocution if touched in an

improper way. Storage devices

can keep them safely tucked out

of sight.

• First aid kit: A medical kit will

have all of the supplies

necessary to treat minor injuries.

• Grab bars: People who have

mobility issues can install grab

bars in hallways and bathrooms

for extra support.

• Door and window guards: A

number of safety devices exist for

windows and doors, including

foam protectors that prevent

slammed fingers or hands.

• Fire escapes: Those who live in

multi-level homes can invest in

retractable ladders that attach to

windows and provide an

emergency point of exit.

Accidents around the home are

prevalent but often preventable.
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How to hide the TV
when it’s not in use
People have a love affair with
their electronics, which play an
integral role at households
across the globe. Statistics
from Nielsen’s Television
Audience Report indicate that
the average American
household has 2.86 television
sets, despite having just 2.5
people. It is also estimated that
those in the U.S. will have
watched the equivalent of 9
years’ worth of TV by the age of
65. Canadians spend 1,500
hours  each year watching TV,
and 128,000 Canadians have a
TV in the bathroom.

Though TVs are located throughout

the typical household, homeowners

don’t always appreciate the look of a

TV and how it fits in with their design

scheme. That is why many seek ways

to camouflage a television when it is

not in use.

There are many ways to mask a

television when not in use.

Homeowners can explore different

options, depending on their particular

budget and the available space.

• Furniture: Television armoires and

cabinetry are some of the most basic

ways to hide a TV. The unit is housed

behind doors that are closed when the

TV is not on and can be opened and

recessed when it’s time to watch a

show. These pieces of furniture can

match other items in the room and

create a flawless appeal.

• Cover up: Wall-hung flat screen

televisions can be camouflaged with a

piece of artwork or another wall

decoration. Many times the TV is

recessed into the wall, and the canvas

or mirror is mounted on a device that

can move it out of the way to reveal

the screen.

• On the move: There are

mechanisms that can lower or raise a

TV from a hidden location, whether in

the floor or ceiling. The TV can

descend or ascend vertically, or a

hinged device can flip the TV up or

down, depending on need, much like

a small LCD television that mounts on

the underside of a kitchen cabinet.

• Under the bed: People have long

embraced the under-the-bed storage

options, but what about using that

space for a TV? Homeowners who

have $10,000 lying around can

purchase a mounting device that

stores the TV under the bed, and then

raises it into position

at the foot of the bed

with the touch of a

remote control.

• Track TV: With a

system of trackwork,

a television can

swivel out of a hiding

spot in a closet,

cabinet or soffit and

move into position on

a pole connected to

the track. Both

manual and

motorized tracks can

be installed for a few

hundred dollars.

• Canvas cover: A

less expensive

option than some of

the motorized

devices available, a

shade or tapestry on

a manual device

(think the window

shades that you tug

and the shade rolls up onto itself) can

also conceal a television. Lower or

raise the shade as needed.

• Smaller scale: Smaller TVs are

easier to camouflage. Think scale

when placing a TV in a bedroom,

bathroom or kitchen. Simple decor

accessories may do the trick of hiding

the TV from view.

Although most people can’t get

enough of their television viewing, the

caveat is they don’t want the television

to be an eyesore when not in use.

Different concealment strategies can

help mask a TV when it is not in use.

Remote-operated devices
can raise or lower a

television into position
depending on need.

Don’t Despair...We’ll Repair
Up to $600 in Alliant Rebates

& Up to $500 in Amana Rebates
with purchase of a high efficiency furnace

and air conditioning unit!
*10-year warranty on parts and labor.  Inquire within.

Kelly Heating & Air Conditioning
130 2nd Avenue S. • Clinton, IA 243-3823
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(ARA) - A good deck system can offer many
benefits to a homeowner. Decks provide a
place for fall cookouts, neighborhood
parties, family get-togethers and countless
other outdoor activities. A deck will not only
provide years of wonderful outdoor living, it
also adds intrinsic value to a home.

Adding a good railing system to a deck can
add a variety of positive aspects for
homeowners. The style, color and
placement of a railing system can make an
outdoor living space look sophisticated and
stylish.

Whether a railing is designed for personal
pleasure, to meet a building code before
selling or renting, to increase the value of a

home, or an old outdated railing needs to be
replaced, the do-it-yourself method can be
the best route for your stress level and your
wallet.

The first thing to consider before you
purchase materials for a do-it-yourself railing
project is the style and color. If the idea of
staining and painting a railing is not
appealing, a wooden railing may not be the
best option. You may want to consider a
composite railing.

Composite railings are gaining popularity for
all different styles of homes.  When installed
according to the manufacturer’s installation
instructions, composite railing offers similar
support and safety to a wooden railing and is
low maintenance because of the exterior of
the product. Like a wooden railing, the colors
of a composite railing can be chosen to
complement, balance or offset the deck and
the styles can provide a rustic look or add
polish for the outdoor living space.

Some composite railings systems are
designed for do-it-yourself projects, and
many railings are offered in a variety of
colors so that color coordinating with a
home’s exterior is easy. Certain lengths of
composite railings also offer support and
strength without the requirement of metal

reinforcements which makes them easier
and less of a hassle to install.

To ensure that the aesthetic beauty of a
deck will be enhanced by a railing system,
consider using a brand that comes complete
with options like hidden fasteners, a variety
of railing lengths, fixed-angle bracket
adapters and stair kits. Using a brand with a
variety of different options will help ensure
that your deck is unified and appealing to the
eye.

The post mount is also a consideration when
deciding on a brand of railing. Different
brands will offer different post mounts. Some
will offer products that contain post mounts
that work with a variety of different surfaces,
such as wood or concrete.

TAMKO Building Products, Inc. offers the
TAM-RAIL Railing System which is designed
to make installation fast and easy which
makes it ideal for a do-it-yourself project. It is
a patented triple-layer railing system that
offers incredible performance and protection
that is conveniently packaged in kits for easy
merchandising, selection and assembly. The
system features thick walls and a foamed
composite core for added strength, all in a
product that is light in weight and low-
maintenance. The 25-year limited warranty

includes a five-year full start period and
TAM-RAIL composite railing materials are
building code approved when installed
correctly and according to TAMKO’s
installation instruction. 

With different color options such as white,
grey or taupe, TAM-RAIL is an attractive
option of composite railing that has recently
been formulated for even greater strength
and durability. Colonial and square balusters
make these railings distinguishable from
other composite railings and post caps are
available in New England Post Cap or
Pyramid Cap styles. These systems also
offer the option of hidden fasteners, a wide
variety of railing lengths, fixed-angle bracket
adapters, and stair kits.

Adding or replacing deck railings a great
do-it-yourself project
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(ARA) - Wood is one of the oldest
building materials we know, and one
of the most beloved. It’s a love affair
that has lasted - like hardwood itself -
through the centuries, from the log
cabins of earliest America into the
early 21st century.

The story of our architecture is literally
written in wood - underfoot in planks
polished by thousands of footsteps; on
walls enriched with carved hardwood
mouldings and paneling; even on
ceilings, where load-bearing structural
beams have assumed decorative
roles, too.

“We are a country blessed from the
beginning with an abundance and
variety of hardwoods," says Linda
Jovanovich, executive vice president
of the American Hardwood Information
Center. “But there are other reasons
so much hardwood has been used in
the building of America.

“Hardwoods are versatile," Jovanovich
adds. “They come in many species,
colors, and patterns of graining.

They’re easy to work -
hence all the exquisite
carvings. And they last.
Hardwoods are durable,
which is why we still have
wonderful old homes and
public buildings that date
back to the beginning of
this country." Or look as if
they do.

Built in l908, The
Hermitage Museum sits in
12 acres of gardens along
the Lafayette River in
Norfolk, Va. But it could
have come from l7th-
century England, with its
wide-planked oak floors
and wealth of hand-carved
oak mouldings, wall
paneling and doors.

Originally built as a
summer home by wealthy
New Yorkers William and
Florence Sloane, the
Hermitage is a 40-room
work of art, thanks to the
remarkable skills of three
master wood craftsmen,
who for three years, lived
and worked in a turreted
wood shop on the

property while the house was under
construction.

Now the Hermitage’s heavy oak-and-
iron doors are open to the public as a
school of visual arts and a renowned
museum with art and furnishings from
the l7th to early 20th centuries. Learn
more at the Hermitage Museum. 

Down in Galveston, Texas, the
Bishop’s Palace (aka Gresham
House) would stand out, even if its
fairytale towers didn’t soar more than
three stories above the landscape.

The spectacular mansion is a paean
to beautiful hardwoods, from the oak-
paneled entry hall, with its l4-foot
ceilings, to the black walnut
bookcases in the library. It also
features an inlaid oak and cherry hall
floor and a soaring oak staircase,
which was carved and shipped from a
famed woodcarving center in
Cincinnati.

Originally built by Colonel Walter
Gresham for his wife and their nine

children and completed in 1892, the
spectacular mansion later housed the
local Bishop, becoming known as the
Bishop’s “Palace” - though “fortress”
might be more fitting. Through the
Great Storm of 1900, this dazzling
structure stood virtually unscathed,
and remains Galveston’s grandest
and best-known building. See more at
www.galveston.com/bishopspalace.

Not all hardwood installations must be
old to be noteworthy. Skip ahead to
the 21st century and 2005, when the
Music Center of Strathmore in
Baltimore debuted its state-of-the-art
acoustics.

Acousticians had suggested that the
new hall be built using as much
natural material as possible. The
result: a rich combination of yellow
and red birch wood that sweeps
across the center’s vast floor and up
its soaring walls. Their reasons were
more than sound-deep.

“A hard surface is a hard surface,"
explains Mark Grabowski, Strathmore
executive vice president.  “We could
have used cement - many of Europe’s

Old Master concert halls were built of
cement. But we are talking about
‘psycho-acoustics.' People just feel
that natural wood makes the sound
warmer and richer."

Critics agree: The Strathmore has
been applauded by the Washington
Post as “The best place in the Mid-
Atlantic for listening to classical
music." Ditto for other kinds of music,
from jazz and pop to country and rock!
“Wood sets the envelope for the
music," Grabowski says. See what he
means at www.strathmore.org.

In historic homes and modern cultural
sites all across this country, the stage
has been set by American
Hardwoods. Warm to the touch,
soothing to the ear, comforting to both
eye and psyche, timeless hardwood
will go on creating the environments
Americans most want to be in. Visit
www.HardwoodInfo.com and see why
our love affair with hardwood has
lasted so long.

America’s history etched in hardwood

Victorian exuberance and extravagance abound in the
Bishopâ€™s Palace, captured by Dan Canright for
the Galveston Historical Foundation. Built in 1892,
the hand-carved walls, floors and ceiling continue to
astound visitors.

817 7th Ave., Camanche, IA

563-259-1207
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(ARA) - The weather is warm
and the sun is shining, making
it the perfect time to start your
home improvement projects.
Whether it’s a little tidying up,
or a full-on home repair, some
tips will help you complete your
projects without a lot of
headaches.

Winning the battle against
rust

Before the winter weather gets
here, make sure all the

imperfections around the house are taken care of.  Metal products that haven’t been
properly winterized or have simply been out in the elements too long can begin to show
signs of wear and tear, and worst of all, rust. Combating rust can be a real challenge, and
too often, people would rather toss out the rusty bench, garden tools or even the lawn
mower and simply buy something new. 

Protecting your items from rust is easy with a little help from the new Rust Protector
spray paint from Krylon. It dries in just eight minutes, so you don’t have to worry about
grass, leaves or other particles getting stuck in the fresh coat of paint. Plus, it provides
the ultimate protection against rust, keeping your outdoor items looking like new,
regardless of the elements they face.

Continue cleaning up outside

Give the outside of your house a little TLC. Start with the roof and gutters, since they’ve
collected a lot of buildup and have experienced their share of wear and tear throughout
the colder months. No one wants to spend hours dealing with inside water damage or
worse - mold. Stop the drama before it starts by inspecting the roof and gutters and
looking for damage such as holes, loose shingles or leaks.

And while you’re outside, give your siding a glance, too. While you were warm and toasty
inside this past winter, the exterior of your house was getting a beating. Cold weather,
snow, ice and even wind can cause problems to the siding, so be sure to address any
issues quickly.

Check for a cool breeze

With the air conditioner getting a lot of use this summer, it’s a good idea to check if
everything is running smoothly before it’s turned off for the winter. Remember, your air
conditioner is important because it not only keeps your home cool during the hot
summer; it also dehumidifies your house and keeps mold from developing inside the
walls.

First, check the AC filters and replace them if they appear dirty, since a dirty filter can
cause strain and damage to your air conditioner by making it work harder than
necessary. While your air conditioner is running, check the refrigerant levels by feeling
the pipe connected to your AC unit. It should feel cool to the touch - if it doesn’t you may
be low on refrigerant and will want to refill before the long, hot days of summer are back.

Make the inside sparkle

Outside projects shouldn’t get all your attention. As you move inside, start off with small
cleaning projects so you don’t get overwhelmed. Scrubbing your bathroom, vacuuming
your carpets and dusting every inch of the house can take some time - which most of us
don’t have. Simple tasks such as cleaning one room a day, clearing off cluttered
countertops as you walk into the kitchen, creating an organization system and donating
unused products to charity can get your house clean in no time.

Save time and energy
with tips for smart home
improvement



Summer Home Improvement 201214 | TUESDAY, JULY 31, 2012 WWW.CLINTONHERALD.COM

Get a 
residential 

elevator from 
NU-TREND

and make
your life 
easier!

Free up more time by
revamping your laundry
room routine

(ARA) - Today, time is an incredible luxury -
one that we too rarely have. Between family
responsibilities, work commitments and
everyday stresses, it can often be hard to
accomplish everything on the to-do list, let
alone carve out time for oneself.  A
mainstay on the to-do list has always been
laundry, and with the average American
household doing 7.5 loads per week, the
time spent washing, drying and folding
really adds up.

In fact, a significant number of women are
making sacrifices to make time for laundry.
American women find themselves
neglecting exercise, family time and their
social calendars, among other everyday
tasks, because of the time they spend on
laundry, according to results of a national
survey conducted for LG Electronics USA.
And, with the onset of summer, the work
only multiplies - from guest bedding and
towels to sports uniforms and everyday
clothing. 

The good news is that there is freedom from
the task that more than 77 percent of
women describe as tedious and time
consuming. With some simple tips from LG
Head Home Economist Mike Wisner, you
can make your laundry a faster and more
efficient process. Pretty soon, all you’ll need
to worry about is what to do with all your
free time.

• Keep your laundry room organized. While
it’s easy to let things pile up, keeping the
room tidy and organized helps you save
time by making sure that you know where
all of the tools you need are located. Wisner
advises keeping dryer goods separate from
the items you need for the washing
machine, and store ironing necessities in
their own container. Check products
periodically and re-stock before you run out
- having to run to the store for dryer sheets
or even detergent at the last minute is
something you want to avoid.

• Have the whole family do their part.

Collecting clothes is a time-consuming task
in itself, especially when unsorted clothes
are left on the floor to pile up. Instead,
encourage everyone in the family to put
dirty clothes into hampers, which makes it
easier to gather items that need to be
washed. “Another simple step is to provide
everyone with two hampers - one for whites
and one for colors - a time efficient way to
sort,” Wisner suggests.

• Opt for a large-capacity washer. Getting
more items into the washer equates to
getting more done - and faster. But
overloading an outdated, standard model
can leave you with clothes that aren’t fully
clean. Today’s washers are better equipped
for the job, and the new mega-capacity
front-loader from LG is great for handling
huge laundry tasks. “It can accommodate a
king-size bedding set, including a comforter,
and its TurboWash technology - which
combines the “spin” and “rinse” cycles -
saves 20 minutes per load, even on larger
loads,” he says. 

• Re-examine how you dry. “While a high-
capacity dryer will help, there are also other
ways to cut back on drying times," Wisner
says. Re-usable dryer balls can cut down
on the time you need to keep items in the
dryer and help to eliminate static. For items
that aren’t dryer safe, keep a collapsible
drying rack or retractable laundry line in
your laundry room, so that you don’t need to
take them outside or to a different part of
the house. Turning on a dehumidifier as
hanging items dry can speed up the
process, too. And don’t forget to clean the
lint from your machine following every load.

• Look at some of the newest innovations on
the market and learn more about the ones
you have. There are constant improvements
to the stain-fighting and detergent
categories: today’s stain sticks help to
eliminate messy foods before they set while
easy-dose laundry packets, like Tide Pods,
make it easy to use the right amount of
detergent per load. “Also make sure you
study the operating guide for your existing
machine. Find out how often you should
check hoses and filters and, most
importantly, learn more about the benefits of
using different cycles, speeds and
temperatures," notes Wisner. Make sure
your washer is ENERGY STAR qualified, as
this can save tons in energy and electricity
bills.

“Get back a bit of your life,” says Wisner,
“with these simple solutions to reduce time
spent in the laundry room.” For more ideas
and tips, visit www.lg.com/us/washers.
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(ARA) - In the current economy,
homeowners want to improve their
home’s exterior while saving time,
labor and money. You can enhance
your lifestyle by choosing options that
extend product performance and add
beauty and enjoyment to outdoor
living.

The easy patio fix that’s eco-
friendly

Adding pavers to any outdoor area
can transform cracked slabs or
troubled grass areas into virtually
instantaneous living space. But most
do-it-yourselfers shy away from
working with heavy concrete or brick.
Andy Vander Woude of AZEK VAST
Pavers says you can install a new
patio, walkway or driveway with new
pavers that install three times faster
on a unique grid system over a
traditional sub-base. At less than half
the weight of concrete, they contain
up to 95 percent recycled scrap tires
and plastics. “There is no need for wet
saws or heavy equipment,” Vander
Woude said. “You can also resurface
an old patio, deck or flat roof without
the sub-base preparation - just
assemble the grid and lay the pavers

in like a big puzzle.” He added, “It’s a
way to create instant living space that
respects the planet.”

Add curb appeal for lasting first
impressions

You can increase curb appeal with
stylish and functional, quality
amenities that dress up an entryway,
yard, patio, porch or deck. According
to the experts at Walpole
Woodworkers, known for outdoor
furnishings handcrafted in Maine since
1933, consider classic accents such
as lantern and mailbox posts,
pergolas, arbors, window boxes, deck
planters and birdhouses handcrafted
from new advanced materials, with
long-lasting benefits and low-
maintenance. Walpole offers these
and many other products handcrafted
in modern cellular PVC. This
advanced material looks just like
natural wood, but won’t rot, split, or
warp and will maintain its good looks
for years, virtually maintenance free.
Call 1-800-343-6948 for a free
catalog.

Light up the night

With the emergence of inspired
outdoor living spaces and new trends
in materials, it only makes sense that
homeowners search for a way to
enjoy their deck parties well into the
night. Deck rail lighting has become
extremely popular, with LEDs the
preferred way to create ambient
lighting. Michael Gori, Director of
Product Management at AZEK
Building Products, makers of AZEK
Deck, said lighted post caps and light
strips concealed under the hand rail
are in high demand. “The lighted post
caps add an elegant touch, while the
hand rail lighting casts a downward
glow, reducing hot spots and attraction
to insects,” he said. “The combination
of the two light sources adds a
dramatic effect for nighttime
entertaining." Gori adds, “With warm,
ambient lighting, there’s no longer a
need to head indoors when the sun
goes down.”

Know when to paint caulk

Did you ever poke your finger at a
caulk bead to see if it’s dry and ruin
your nice work? “Caulk needs to dry

for about one to two hours, before it
can be painted-whether you’re
working indoors or out,” says Jason
Ringling, marketing director at Red
Devil, a company with a 140-year old
history in the industry. “Painting too
soon can cause sagging and cracking
and then the entire job has to be re-
done.” He says that there is a new
technology called ColorCure sealant
that turns from pink to white when it’s
ready to paint, so there’s no

guesswork. And if the job gets
interrupted, you know exactly where
you left off. “Formulations are getting
smarter to help you work more
efficiently,” he adds.

When fixing up or adding beautifying
elements to your home exterior, be
sure to investigate all the options--
from new formulations in caulks and
sealants to alternatives to traditional
materials that offer easy installation
and better performance over time.

Easy exterior projects that add lasting
beauty to your home
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Remodeling your home? Start from the outside in
(ARA) - The kitchen and bathroom are
at the top of most home remodeling
project lists. But homeowners intent on
remodeling should also consider
investing in the exterior of their homes -
maybe even start there.

That’s the advice of Sarah Susanka,
one of the nation’s leading voices for
redefining the American home, and
author of the Not So Big House series, a
collection of nine books focusing on
home design, architecture and
remodeling.

The reason for investing in the exterior
is simple. The exterior should set the
tone for your home’s interior look and
feel. Also, first impressions really do
count to the long-term value of a house,
especially when it comes time to sell it.

“I firmly believe that the experience we
have in living in our homes can have a
profound impact on the way we look at
life,” Susanka says. “That experience
begins the moment we walk, bike or
drive up to it, and extends through the
transitions we make as we move
between the landscape, the exterior and
the interior of the home.”

The feeling of satisfaction that comes

from making your house look good on
the outside is experienced at many
levels - from the colors and textures of
your home to the quality of the materials
used to build or remodel it, to the
benefits of those materials in the long
term, such as the character they lend, or
the ease of maintenance they offer. The
good news is that if you haven’t
remodeled your house in a long time,
there are a number of new, sustainable
products that are helping homeowners
create exteriors that are both beautiful
and green, such as APEX siding and
Integrity windows, both made with
pultruded fiberglass, a tough, low-
maintenance, sustainable material
offering a rich selection of colors.

“A Not So Big House is not only built
better rather than bigger," adds
Susanka. “It is also designed to be a
good custodian of the planet’s
resources. It’s built to last. Finding green
products that also make it easy for
homeowners to maintain the home is a
big step toward true sustainability. If a
house isn’t both beautiful and practical,
no matter how green the materials used,
it won’t live up to its sustainability goals.
People only look after what they love,

and beauty is a big part of that picture.”

If you’re thinking about remodeling in
the near future, here are several more
ideas to make the most of your
remodeling budget:

Create a master plan. Many
homeowners cannot afford to do a
complete remodeling. Most do it in
chunks. Before you lift a hammer, hire
an architect to create a master plan for
your home, which will guide your
remodeling efforts for years to come.

Connecting inside with outside. The
interior and exterior of your home need
to work together. They need to be
integrated and harmonize with one
another as you move from the
surrounding landscape to the interior, or
as you look out from inside your home
to the garden beyond. To enhance this
connection, think about the first
impression you want to give a visitor. Do
you want it to communicate comfort?
Connectedness to the outdoors?
Creativity? Or tradition? All these can be
accomplished with thoughtful detailing of
the home’s exterior, as well as
landscaping.

Small changes; huge impact. Small

changes to the exterior, such as adding
another color to the exterior palette,
adding texture such as stone, brick or
lap siding, or framing the windows with
wider trim boards, can have a huge
impact on the look of your home, and
make it feel both more expressive and
more inviting.

Choose sustainable products. It’s
important not only to the environment,
but to the overall maintenance and
longevity of your home. Consider
remodeling your house with some of the
new, high quality sustainable products
that are entering the remodeling
marketplace, such as APEX Siding,
Susanka’s current favorite find, which is
made from pultruded fiberglass, derived
from sand.

Reduce maintenance and future repairs.
Another key to remodeling is to use
materials and building methods that are
resistant to wear, tear and the elements
(rain, sunlight), which reduce the
likelihood of needing to make expensive
repairs in the future, as well as reducing
the amount of time spent on
maintenance. Knowing that your home
is well protected from the elements is an
important part of the overall satisfaction
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FREE Estimates
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www.rivercityfencing.com • danrcfence@frontier.com

with your home.

Mix it up. Many people are afraid to use
more than one color on the exterior of
their home. That’s why so many houses
appear dull and lifeless. Consider using
two colors of siding and a third color for
your trim boards to add personality and
vitality to the exterior. Products like Apex
fiberglass siding and trim, and Integrity
windows, for example, are available in a
palette of rich and attractive colors. Also,
consider adding a trim band, or belt line,
below main level windows of your home,
and using a contrasting color of siding
below that band to help ground the
house and connect it in with the
surrounding landscape.

Invest in quality over quantity. Even with
a limited budget, try to invest in high-
quality products that will look good for
the long haul, and will stand the tests of
time, rather than buying lower-quality
products that may offer the short term
benefit of getting a greater share of your
remodeling projects done, but which end
up looking dilapidated and unattractive
in short order. You’ll feel better about the
integrity of your home by focusing a
significant part of your budget on the
bones and outer clothing of your home -
the roof, siding, windows, electrical,
plumbing and HVAC systems.
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(ARA) - As soon as the temperatures warm up, you open up the doors and
windows and let the “fresh” air in. Many people go on a cleaning spree,
vacuuming, dusting and getting rid of all the dust bunnies hiding under furniture.
With a fresh, clean house, you assume you’ll be breathing much easier.

Think again. Air pollution is a very serious concern indoors. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency lists poor indoor air quality as one of the top
five environmental threats. It also reports indoor air is three to five times more
contaminated than outdoor air, on average.

“When warm weather rolls around, and the natural thing to do is open up your
windows and bring new air into your house,” says Matt Mongiello, president of
the National Air Duct Cleaners Association. “However, this is when allergy
season is at its highest, and you’re welcoming new pollutants into your home
and contaminating your air with pollens.”

These pollutants are then blown through your house five to seven times each
day by your heating, ventilation and air conditioning system. And the cleaning
you’re doing? All those dust bunnies are just groupings of millions of little
particles of dust, dander and pollen. When broken up, many of the particles go
back into the air, circulate around through your house and once again collect
under your sofa.

Some tips to keep the air you breathe inside as clean as possible include: 

• Install hardwood floors versus carpeting. Carpeting traps particles, and with
every step you take across it, those particles are released back into the air. 

• Have carpets professionally cleaned with a truck-mounted system. 

• Use natural- or botanical-based cleaners instead of chemicals. 

• Regularly change your furnace filter - most experts recommend doing this
every two months. This will help remove particles circulating through the air. 

• Have your heating and cooling system thoroughly cleaned. This is because
dust and other air pollutants collect in the vents, and then are picked up by the
air stream and blown back into the house.

NADCA recommends homeowners take off the cover of an air vent and look
down the vent with a mirror and flashlight or a digital camera. If the ducts are
covered with dust or debris, it’s time for a heating and cooling system cleaning. 

NADCA recommends a thorough duct cleaning, as well as cleaning the
evaporator coil and all parts of the system that air touches. Not only will this
clean up the air inside your house, but it will also help your system work more
efficiently and save you money. A study taken by Pacific Gas and Electric
showed that a dirty condenser coil can result in 30 percent higher energy
usage. To find a qualified heating and cooling system cleaner in your area, visit
NADCA.com.

How to make sure your indoor air is healthy

What to look for in

outdoor furniture

Outdoor entertaining areas have always been
popular among homeowners. The ability to entertain
friends and family or simply relax by yourself is
something homeowners cherish, particularly during
the warm weather seasons. Finding the right furniture
to match your outdoor area, be it a deck, patio or

poolside lounging
area, is essential to
making the most of
this special area of
the home. When
shopping for outdoor
furniture, consider
the following.

• Weight: Unlike
furniture inside the
home, outdoor
furniture will be
moved around quite
frequently, such as
to protect it from
inclement weather or
changing seasons.
As a result, the
weight of the
furniture bears
importance. While
you don’t want
furniture that’s too

lightweight and will blow away any time a strong gust
of wind comes along, it’s a good idea to choose
furniture that isn’t too heavy. This makes it easier to
move should a storm suddenly appear and it won’t
require the entire household to help move the
furniture into and out of the garage when inclement
weather arrives.

• Comfort: The whole idea behind an outdoor
entertaining area is to have a relaxing place to spend
time outside. So be sure to choose furniture that’s
comfortable and can handle the elements. Metal
furniture, for example, might be durable, but such
furniture can also get very hot if out in the sun. 

• Versatility: Many homeowners enjoy changing their
home’s interior décor from time to time, and it can be
just as enjoyable to do the same to a home’s exterior
décor. That said, look for furniture that can be
accented with a variety of accessories, so you can
change the look of your outdoor entertaining area
easily. 

• Protection: Protecting exterior furniture from the
elements should be a priority. When shopping for
outdoor furniture, figure out if protective covering is
available or if it will need to be custom made. The
latter alternative can be quite expensive, so you
might want to consider more generic furniture that
comes with standard protective coverings to make it
more affordable.
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(ARA) - For today’s generation of aging adults, individuality and independence

are values they’ve lived out for decades. As the years go by, lifestyle changes

become a necessity, due to limited mobility and health concerns, but it doesn’t

necessarily mean giving up personality. 

Aging in place, in the comfort of your home, is a priority for countless people.

That often means making adjustments to your home, but some alterations can

contribute to making your space feel more institutional and less “you." A

balance between style and safety is the key - and finding it is easier than you

might think.

One of the most hazardous rooms in the home is the bathroom. Its slippery

surfaces and tendency to be crowded with products and objects makes it a

hazard for slipping, tripping and other mishaps. As you consider making

alterations to your home that enhance security and safety, it’s the logical place

to start.

• Clear away clutter. Bottles and jars and grooming tools frequently crowd

counters, closets and the corners of tubs and showers. Make use of hangers,

shelves and wall-mounted baskets to keep things neatly tucked away, providing

a cleaner environment that’s also better looking and less likely to cause trips or

spills.

• Bathe in safety. With limited mobility, moving in and out of the tub can be

difficult, if not downright dangerous. One renovation solution to that problem is

installing a walk-in tub. Premier Care in Bathing, the leader in walk-in bathtubs,

offers a variety of tubs that homeowners can simply walk into, close the water-

tight door, and fill for a comfortable, relaxing bathing experience. The

company’s Walk-in baths and EasyAccess showers configure to your existing

space and allow you to maintain the look of your bathroom while enjoying

greater ease.

• Choose rugs carefully. Bath mats and rugs are both functional and decorative.

They can add a splash of color while also effectively collecting water that might

otherwise pool on the floor and lead to slipping. However, rugs that don’t stay in

place can present a problem of their own and lead you to trip. Opt for mats and

rugs that have non-skid backing, but which still look harmonious with the rest of

your bathroom decor. 

• Bring things up to the right height. Your bathroom routine can be an active

one, which can present problems if your health limits your ability to move or

bend easily. Having a commode and a sink at a higher level that prevents you

from overexertion during your daily routine will add to the comfort and safety of

your bathroom. And with options like Premier Care in Bathing’s easy-access

sink, you can integrate these new fixtures into your room while maintaining your

existing decorative theme.

One of the most important parts of maintaining independence throughout aging

is being able to uphold your sense of self. Taking a holistic approach to creating

a home environment that meets your needs but still expresses who you are

enables you to live life as you choose for a long time to come. For a free

brochure including more information about Walk-in bathtubs and other solutions

for making living at home more convenient, visit

premiercarebathing.com/saferbathing or call  888-378-7953.

Creating a bathroom that maximizes safety
without sacrificing style
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Business and Residential Accounts.
Kendrick has been in service for over 45 years in the Clinton and 
surrounding areas. We are state licensed and insured with certified 

technicians in both Iowa & Illinois.
Top Ten Reasons to have us take care of your pest control needs:

1. We are locally owned and operated
2. Certified Technicians
3. Human and pet safe products
4. Affordable prices
5. Schedules that meet your time frames
6. Professional and courteous staff
7. Prompt service
8. No pressure - No Hassles
9. We service with Pride and Integrity
10. 100% satisfaction for our customers

COMING SOON TO YOUR HOME: 
Ants, Asian Beetles, Bees, Box Elder Bugs, Centipedes, 

Cockroaches, Crickets, Fleas, Mice, Spiders, Wasps and More.

Kendrick can get rid of them for you!  (563)243-4413

Tips for a successful roof renovation

(ARA) - As the years go on and people
grow older, so does your home. The
changing of seasons and the weather that
comes along with it can take a toll on your
home, leaving its appearance less than
desirable.

Your roof is one of the first things that
visitors, neighbors and people passing by
will see. If your roof has taken a beating
and is in need of repair, don’t ignore the

problem. Aside from
adding beauty and
curb appeal, the roof
protects your home.
It faces both
everyday weather as
well as the extreme
climates. Keeping it
up to date and
maintained can save
you from dealing
with other problems
inside your home
later on.

As you begin your
roof renovation, take
the time to think
about some of the
decisions that come
with putting new
shingles on your

roof, such as the method of installation and
type of shingle. Your new roof should be
appealing and durable for many years to
come.

When making decisions on installing your
new shingles, don’t just think about who
you would like to do the job; think about
how. Will you choose to install the new
shingles over the old, known as overlaying,

or strip all the old shingles off the roof
before laying down new ones?  Whichever
you decide, make certain the shingle
manufacturer’s application instructions are
followed to ensure you have a properly
installed roof.

If your roof is beyond repair and is in need
of a total makeover, then consider removing
your old shingles. Make sure you have
made any necessary repairs to the roof
deck underneath the old shingles and
underlayment before the new roofing
materials are installed.

Maybe you are just looking for a quick roof
fix to add some new color to your house or
repair some minor problems. If so,
overlaying may be the best option.
Overlaying takes away the time of ripping
off the existing shingles, the hassle of
finding a place to put them after they have
been removed, and will save some money
along the way as well. Leaving the existing
shingles also creates a double layer of
protection for your roof. Just remember that
proper installation, according to the shingle
manufacturer’s application instructions, is
very important.

After deciding which method of installation
is best for you, it is now time to decide the
kind of shingle you will choose. Asphalt

shingles are the most common form of
roofing shingle used today in the United
States. Unlike wood shake, slate, metal and
tile shingles; asphalt shingles are a
practical choice for most residential uses
and relatively inexpensive.

Heritage Woodgate asphalt shingles from
TAMKO Building Products feature double
layers of durable fiberglass mat for
strength. Each layer is coated on both sides
with weathering-grade asphalt and topped
with ceramic minerals for excellent roofing
protection, and a self-sealing strip of
asphalt helps provide added wind
resistance.

These durable shingles are made in six
unique color blends that complement the
expansive look and allow for more dramatic
color distribution across the shingle.
Heritage Woodgate shingles also feature
an enhanced shadow line to further
intensify the rustic shake-like beauty. For
more information on Heritage Woodgate
shingles, visit www.tamko.com.

Replacing your old roof is an excellent way
to improve the condition and appearance of
your home. Don’t be the house on the block
that needs some work, improve your home
with a new roof and be the center of
attention at the next block party.
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413 N. 2nd St., Clinton 
242-2902

1323 W. 11th St., DeWitt 
659-9103

Open Mon. & Fri. 9-7; 
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5;

Sat. 9-4; Sunday 12-4 (Clinton Only)
petersenhaggefurniture.net
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A FORMAL DINING ROOM.
A FRIENDLY SECTIONAL.

How to floodproof 
your home
Homeowners know no home is perfect.
While the notion of a dream house is
nice, every home eventually
experiences a problem or two. Many
problems are bound to occur sooner or
later, but there are a few that diligent
homeowners can prevent.

One of those preventable problems is
flooding. Any home with floor drains or
plumbing fixtures below street level can
flood, and this can be due to inclement
weather, such as heavy rainstorms,
local sewer system backup, or
groundwater swelling. Flooding can
even occur in the spring when melting
occurs as the air temperature
increases. While homeowners won’t be
able to control the weather, they can
take steps to floodproof their home.

• Do some preventive landscaping. If
the ground around the home’s
foundation slopes toward the house,
make some grading changes so that
the ground slopes away from the home.

• Insulate the heating ducts. Some
home heating ducts are under the
basement floor. In such homes,

homeowners should make sure these
ducts are properly insulated and
watertight.

• Make sure the vents all lead outside
the home. The weather can cause
moisture issues, but some moisture
problems can come from inside the
home as well. Clothes dryers and
bathrooms are both internal moisture
sources, and these sources should
always be vented outside the home.

• Clean gutters and downspouts.
Gutters and downspouts should be
cleaned to ensure water is effectively
being diverted away from the home.
Clean gutters and downspouts in the
spring after a long winter, and do so
again in the fall to keep fallen leaves
from blocking the flow of water.
Downspouts should extend four feet
from the outside wall of the house.

• Inspect the home at least once a year.
Before buying a home, buyers often
hire a professional inspector to ensure
the home is safe and sound. But the
inspections should not stop once
buyers sign on the dotted line. To

prevent flooding, homeowners should
inspect their home’s foundation for
cracks once a year. If the home has a
chimney and fireplace, check for cracks
there as well. If any cracks are
discovered, consult a professional
immediately.

• Clean out basement drains. Basement
drains should be cleaned annually from
the house to the street. If the drains are
still slow after cleaning, then clean them
more than once a year.

• When leaving the home for an
extended period of time, turn the water
valve off. Homeowners worried about
flooding can calm those fears when
going on vacation or another long trip
by turn the water valve off at the
source. This ensures that, should a line
break while no one is home, water will
not pump into the house.

Floodproofing a home can save
homeowners from potentially costly
repairs and unsightly damage to a
home’s interior. 

Cleaning gutters and downspouts is one way
to prevent homes from flooding.
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